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OUR  WINTER  NUMBER. 

Date  :  January  30,  1904. 

Style:  An  edition  de  luxe  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
bound  in  an  original  and  novel  cover  printed  in  colours  and 
gold. 

Contents:  Illustrated,  interesting,  and  varied,  dealing  with 
all  departments  of  pharmacy  and  the  drug-trade. 

Advertisements  :  Besides  the  displayed  announcements,  pro- 
vision is  nude  in  the  issue  for  the  insertion  of  circulars  and 
insets  supplied  to  us  by  firms.  The  Publisher  is  particularly 
desirous  that  those  who  propose  to  place  advertisements  or  insets 
in  the  number  Bhould  write  so  him  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Opportunity  is  exceptional.  It  is  the  first  in  19C4  for 
addressing,  through  the  best  advertising  medium  in  the  trade, 
12,000  of  the  best  buyers  of  all  kinds  of  druggists'  goods. 

Circulation  ;  Wherever  the  English  language  is  read 

Address:  The  Publisher  of  the  C.  &  D.,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 

A  REPRINT. 

"An  exposition  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts,  together  with 
notes  on  pharmacy  law,  and  other  legal  and  offic'al 
matters  of  interest  to  chemists  and  druggists." 

We  have  had  a  limited  edition  of  this  important  section  of  the 
G.  &  D.  Diary,  1904,  reprinted,  and  can  supply  copies  at  Is.  each, 
\o,i  free. 


Summary 


The  history  of  the  1783  Medicine- stain  0  Act  is  related  under 
"  Now  and  Then  "  (p.  86). 

British  import  and  export  trade  in  1903  was  the  best  on  record, 
and  is  summarised  in  an  article  on  p.  83. 

Too  Strong  Lime-water  is  the  latest  thing  to  bring  chemists 
into  trouble.    A  case  is  reported  on  p.  81. 

Camphor  will  need  to  ba  used  sparingly  and  charged  more. 
English  makers  have  withdrawn  from  the  market  (p.  97). 

For  a  chemist's  window  in  Blackpool  6?.  a  week,  cash  in 
advance,  has  been  paid  by  a  firm  who  had  a  display  in  it  (p.  92). 

The  Names  of  those  who  have  passed  the  Major  and  Minor 
examinations  in  London  and  Edinburgh  this  month  are  printcj 
on  p.  91. 

Dr.  Auguste  Behal  is  the  new  President  of  the  Paris  Society 
of  Pharmacy.  His  portrait  and  some  notes  on  his  career  will  be 
found  on  p.  75. 

Our  obituary  page  this  week  includes  particulars  of  Sir  Elward 
Hodgson  (Dublin)  and  Mr.  William  Ward  (Sheffield),  whose  deaths 
are  recorded  (p.  84). 

The  Northern  Branch  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association 
held  a  meeting  on  our  publishing-day,  and  we  print  a  report  in 
our  Coloured  Supplement. 

The  Council  op  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
h&ve  referred  the  company-pharmacy  question  to  committee,  with 
the  view  of  taking  parliamentary  action  (p.  lOlj. 

Apart  from  the  position  of  cxmphor  there  is  little  of  interest 
in  the  drug  and  chemical  markets.  English  saltpetre  and  copper 
sulphate  are  dearer,  and  Chinese  soy  is  firmer  (p.  97). 

Mr.  J.  C.  Ady,  whose  name  was  some  years  ago  removed  from 
the  Medical  Register,  has  been  fined  under  the  Medical  Act  for 
using  the  titles  Doctor,  and  L  R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.E.  (p.  77). 

A  Bradford  Chemist's  Assistant  has  been  fined  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act  for  selling  laudanum.  Two  other  assistants  ol  the. 
same  chemist  paid  fines  privately  for  similar  offences  (p.  77). 

The  Koko  Marakipos  Company  have  taken  action  against 
former  partners  in  respect  to  the  Koko  trade-mark,  and  have 
established  their  right.  Our  report  is  in  the  Coloured  Supple- 
ment. 

Mr.  Tocher's  Scheme  of  territorial  represen!ation  for  the 
Pharmaceutical  Council  is  being  discussed  by  local  associat'ons, 
several  of  which  have  this  week  passed  resolutions  about  it,, 
(p.  93). 

Part-time  Situations  rarely  come  under  judicial  considera- 
tion This  week  we  report  a  case  heard  by  the  Shoreditch  Judge, 
in  which  an  assistant  succeeded  in  praving  his  right  to  a  month's- 
notice  p.  81). 

It  is  reported  (by  "  Xrayser  ")  that  three  distinguished  phar- 
maceutical members  of  the  London  County  Council  are  to  be 
immured  in  the  dungeons  of  SpriDg  Gardens  if  they  attempt  to 
import  methods  of  the  further  North  (p.  87). 

The  so  accurate  report  of  the  recent  conference  at  Somerset 
House  in  the  C.  X-  D.  is  explained  by  "  Xrayser "  on  the  elec- 
tronic hypothesis  and  the  interception  of  "  delta  "-rays  at  Cannon 
Street  by  a  Marconi  interceptor  fitted  with  Edison's  resonator 
(P-  87). 

Mr.  John  Panhans,  the  German  dentist  who  turned  his  prac- 
tice into  a  limited  company,  has, nevertheless,  been  fined  a  second 
time  under  the  Dentists  Act  (p.  77).  We  comment  upon  the 
case  as  an  example  of  one-man  companies  which  the  Pharmacy 
Act  also  may  suffice  to  stop  (p.  89). 

An  important  cod-liver-oil  case  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Acts  has  been  heard  by  Mr.  Dickinson  at  Poplar.  The 
Government  analysts  8greed  with  the  public  analyst,  but  the 
defence  was  such  that  the  Magistrate  decided  not  to  proceed  to 
conviction,  awarding  the  prosecution  costs  (p.  79). 

Mock  Soda  Crystals  are  composed  of  sodium  sulphate  and  a 
small  percentage  of  carbonate.  The  fraud  has  been  going  on  for 
a  long  time,  but  thanks  to  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co  ,  and  the 
Merchandise-marks  Act,  the  requisite  exposure  has  commenced, 
and  a  new  city  firm,  who  imported  the  crystals  from  Belgium,  has 
been  fined  (pp.  78  and  90). 

Wolverhampton  chemists  had  a  good  technical  meeting  on 
January  6,  when  cod-liver  oil,  Pharmacopoeia  notes,  and  lanolin- 
preparations  were  the  subjects.  The  last  included  formulas  for  a 
chapped-hands  preparation  and  a  hair-pomade -a  circumstance 
which  we  mention  because  it  is  a  good  but  a  rare  move  in 
association  meetings  (p.  92). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities. 

Messrs.  Ferris  &  Co.,  of  Bristol,  have  secured  the  contract 
for  the  supply  of  goods  to  trie  Cardiff  Corporation  Sanatorium 
at  Ull  12s.  Id. 

Amongst  fourteen  passive  resisters  against  whom  distress- 
warrants  were  issued  by  the  Hunstanton  magistrates  on 
January  11  was  Mr.  Richard  Winfrey,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Liberal  candidate  for  South- West  Norfolk. 

At  Clerkenwell  Police  Court  on  January  7,  John  Mack 
(33)  and  Harry  Isaacs  (25)  were  committed  for  trial  on  a 
charge  of  being  concerned  together  in  stealing  from  the 
person  of  Mr.  John  Park,  druggist,  a  purse  containing  2,01.  in 
gold. 

The  medicafced-wine  licence  attached  to  the  business 
carried  on  at  192  Uxbridge  Road,  Hammersmith,  by  Mr. 
Wm.  Howard  Crosland,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been 
transferred  to  Mr.  Joseph  James,  who  has  taken  over  the 
business. 

At  Aberdare  Police  Court  on  January  12,  J.  H.  Cobb, 
arbificial-teeth  manufacturer,  was  fined  20s  for  holding  a 
lottery  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  cough-lozenges.  Each 
box  c  intained  a  number,  which,  if  it  corresponded  with  one 
placed  in  a  sea  ed  envelope,  entitled  the  holder  to  a  prize. 

At  the  Ceatral  Criminal  Court  on  January  11,  Charles 
Marchmont  Richmond  (47)  pleaded  guilty  to  embezzling 
sum-;  amounting  to  103Z  ,  the  money  of  Mr.  James  Josepn 
Hicks,  a  scientific  instrument  maker.  There  was  also  a 
charge  of  bigamy  against  trie  prisoner,  who  was  sentenced 
to  three  years'  penal  servitude. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  of  the  London  Chemists'  Association 
informs  us  that  a  number  of  acceptances  from  Metropolitan 
members  of  Parliament  of  the  invitation  to  be  present  at  the 
annual  dinner  on  January  26  have  been  received.  Mr.  Betty 
(1  Park  Street,  Regent's  Part,  N.W.)  adds  that  applications 
for  tickets  from  chemists  should  be  made  not  later  than 
January  20.    It  promises  to  be  a  big  success. 

The  Bradford  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  the 
tender  of  Mr.  Samuel  Miller,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford, 
for  the  supply  of  drysaltery  for  the  next  six  months.  The 
North  Bierley  (Yorkshire)  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted 
the  following  tenders  for  the  six  months  :  drysaltery,  Messrs. 
R.  Morrell  &  Co.,  Bradford;  disinfecting  soap  and  fluid, 
Killgerm  Company,  Cleckheaton;  other  soaps,  Messrs. 
Hanson  Bros.  (Limited),  Wilsden. 

James  Holingrake,  described  in  the  daily  papers  as  a 
"  retired  Sheffield  chemist,"  was  black-listed  and  sentenced 
to  fourteen  days'  hard  labour  at  Worksop  last  week  for 
habitual  drunkenness.  Mr.  H.  Antcliffe,  Hon.  Secretary  of 
the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  writes 
to  the  papers  pointing  out  that  no  such  name  as  "  Holing- 
rake" aopears  on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists 
for  1903. 

At  Faversham  on  January  7,  Messrs.  Helcke  Brothers, 
of  St  Dunstan's  Buildings,  E.C.,  were  granted  a  licence  to 
establish  a  factory  at  Care,  near  Faversham,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fulminate  of  mercury.  Evidence  was  given  by 
Mr.  F.  W.  Jones,  chemist  to  Messrs.  Eley  Brothers,  powder 
manufacturers,  and  Mr.  A.  T.  Cocking,  managing  director  of 
Kynochs  (Limited)  and  chairman  of  several  powder  com- 
panies, that  there  could  he  no  possible  danger  of  explosion, 
as  fulminate  of  mercury  was  treated  in  a  wet  state. 

Cornish.  Badium. 

An  interesting  discovery  has  been  made  at  a  mine  near 
St.  Stephen's,  Cornwall,  from  which  large  quantities  of 
uranium  have  been  taken.  Samples  of  the  dross,  which  is 
usually  thrown  away,  have  been  submitted  to  M.  and 
Mme.  Curie,  and  to  Professor  Ramsay,  and  they  report  that 
the  pitchblende  contains  sufficient  radium  to  make  a  large 


return  on  the  working.  A  company  is  being  promoted  to 
take  over  the  mine  and  work  the  deposits. 

Municipal  Trading. 
At  the  meeting  of  Burnley  Cown  Council  on  January  6,  a 
letter  from  the  Burnley  and  District  Chemists'  Association 
was  read  protesting  against  the  action  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee in  selling  to  all  applicants  such  things  as  disinfecting- 
powder,  soaps,  and  feediDg-bottles.  The  Association  pointed 
out  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  Corporation  to 
undertake  such  trading,  which  was  injurious  to  the  chemists 
of  the  town,  whose  margin  of  profit  was  less  than  that  of 
other  tradesmen.  The  Council  referred  the  letter  to  the 
Health  Committee  for  consideration. 

Wholesale  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Cricket 
Championship. 
The  scope  of  this  League  has  now  been  enlarged,  and 
entries  are  invite  f  from  the  wholesale  houses  in  those  trades 
which  are  closely  allied  to  the  wholesale  chemists  and  drug- 
gists. All  inquiries  should  be  sent  at  once  to  the  Secretary, 
Mr.  E.  Sibley,  61  Park  Street,  South  wark,  S.E  ,  who  will 
giadly  furnish  further  particulars.  It  may  oe  added  that  a 
silver  challenge  cup  is  competed  for  through  the  generosity 
of  the  leading  houses  in  the  London  drug- Grade. 

A  Coroner  on  Bath- cabinets. 

The  Manchester  Coroner,  Mr.  E  A.  Gibson,  held  an  inquest 
on  January  6  with  regard  to  the  death  of  Bertha  Senior 
Pullman,  21,  the  daughter  of  a  printer,  living  at  Levenshulme. 
Samuel  Pullman,  the  father,  stated  that  his  daughter  went 
upstairs  to  have  a  vapour-bath,  in  what  he  describtd  as  a 
folding  bath,  about  three  feet  square,  with  a  sloping  top  and 
a  hole  for  the  head.  The  canvas  was  tied  round  the  neck  to 
keep  in  the  steam,  which  generated  trom  a  spirit-lamp  placed 
under  a  kettle  or  some  other  vessel.  He  bought  the  bath 
about  three  months  before  at  a  chemist's  shop  and  paid  a 
sovereign  for  it  His  daughter,  who  was  suffering  from  a 
cold,  thought  a  vapour-bath  would  cur  •  her.  During  the 
day  her  mother  instructed  her  how  to  use  the  bath.  The 
girl  went  upstairs,  and  a  few  minutes  after  she  had  been  in 
the  bathroom  she  rushed  out  and  down  the  stairs.  She  was 
terribly  burnt  and  flames  were  issuing  from  the  bathroom, 
Deceased  told  her  mother  she  was  having  a  dry  heat  bath, 
and  not  a  vapour  bath.  The  lamp  was  burciijg  low,  and  not 
giving  off  sufficient  hi- at.  She  put  the  extinguisher  over  it, 
and,  having  picked  up  a  bottle  of  methylated  spirit,  com- 
menced to  pour  a  quantity  into  the  lamp,  when  it  exploded. 
Unfortunately,  she  was  locked  in  the  bathroom,  and  some 
time  was  lost  in  getting  her  out.  The  girl  died  in  the  Royal 
Infirmary  as  a  result  of  the  burns.  In  addressing  the  jury 
the  Coroner  spoke  on  what  he  regarded  as  the  danger  at- 
tending the  use  of  such  a  bath.  It  was  a  highly  reprehensible 
thing,  he  said,  that  articles  like  that  should  be  put  upon  the 
market,  when  it  was  obvious  to  anyone  with  a  grain  of 
common-sense  that  it  was  nothing  but  a  death-trap.  He 
had  known  in  his  own  experience  other  cases  where  people 
had  been  burnt  under  similar  circumstances,  though  not 
fatally.  He  could  not  speak  strongly  enough  against  it. 
The  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  accidental  death,  hoped 
that  the  occurrence  would  act  as  a  lesson  to  those  who  uted 
dangerous  things  of  that  sort  The  Coroner  hoped  no  one 
would  in  future  be  induced  to  buy  these  things 

[From  the  evidence  it  does  not  appear  that  the  talh- 
cabinet  was  greatly  to  blame  for  the  lamentable  occurrence, 
and  the  Cot  oner's  severe  stricture  seems  on  the  face  of  it  t  o 
be  quite  unjustifiable  Mr.  W.  Riley,  managing  director  of 
Messrs  Riley  Brothers  (Limited),  Bradford,  has  written  to  a 
Yorkshire  paper  protesting  against  the  remarks  m  ade  by  the 
Coroner  in  this  case.  He  states  that  the  "  lamps  "  used  in 
these  cabinets  are  tightly  packed  with  asbestos.  Meth  ylated 
spirit  is  used  as  a  burniDg  fluid,  but  it  is  not  in  a  free  state 
There  is  absolutely  nothing  to  "  explode."  He  has  been 
unable  to  make  one  get  red-hot.  "  To  accuse  makers  of 
trading  on  the  gullibility  of  the  public,  and  to  stigmatise 
the  cabinets  as  'death-traps,'  is,"  he  says,  "an  abuse  of 
language  and  of  privilege.  .  .  .  Hundreds  of  medical  men  are 
buying  these  cabinets  week  by  week,  and  both  using  them 
themselves  and  recommending  them  to  their  patients."  The 
cabinet  in  question  was  not  made  by  Mr.  Riley "s  company. 
—Ed.] 
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A  Chemist's  Shop  Closed. 

Some  excitement  was  caused  in  the  vicinity  of  Troy 
Town,  Rochester,  on  Friday  and  Saturday  of  last  week, 
owing  to  the  establishment  which  has  been  kept  for  many 
years  by  Mr.  Richard  Tyrrell,  cnemist  and  druggist,  at 
20  Cazsneuve  S  reet,  being  closed  to  the  public,  and  one 
of  the  city  police  continually  watching  the  premises.  It  is 
stated  that  for  some  time  past  Mr.  Tyrrell  has  been  in  very 
unsatisfact  >ry  health  and  at  times  is  incapable  of  attending 
to  his  business,  and  it  is  owing  to  his  bad  health  that  the 
business  is  now  closed.  Mr.  Tyrrell  is  a  bachelor  and 
resides  entirely  alone.  The  business  is  a  very  old-established 
concern,  Mr.  Tyrrell  having  taken  it  from  his  late  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  James  Stevens,  on  the  latter  acquiring  a  business 
in  High  Street,  Strood. 

Midland  Notes. 

The  loaded-paper  crusade  continues.  A  large  firm  were 
fined  at  Wolverhampton  who  were  using  wrapping-paper 
containicg  46'9  per  cent,  mineral  matter,  24  73  parts  of 
which  was  sulphate  of  lime. 

As  showing  the  mildness  of  the  weather,  it  is  reported  that 
a  well-known  pharmacist  last  Saturday  (January  9)  found  a 
vigorous  wild-strawberry  plant  in  full  flower  and  leaf  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Walker's  Heath,  near  Birmingham. 

The  enamelled  letters  fixed  on  chemists'  and  other  traders' 
windows  have  been  disappearing  from  time  to  time,  especially 
in  the  suburbs.  A  man  was  sentenced  to  three  months'  im- 
prisonment for  stealing  the  letters  at  night  and  a  few  days 
afterwards  going  round  to  the  places  in  daylight  asking  to  be 
allowed  to  fix  new  letters  for  tho^e  missing  on  the  windows. 

A  party  of  pharmacy  students  visited  the  Botanical 
Gardens,  E  Igbaston.  on  January  11,  and  made  a  tour  of  the 
houses  with  much  botanical  benefit.  Anxious  eyes  were, 
however,  cast  in  the  direction  of  a  bevy  of  ladies  who  were 
playing  tennis  in  the  large  conservatoire,  and  where  tea  was 
in  process  of  preparation.  Truly  the  lot  of  the  pharmaceu- 
tical student  is  hard. 

Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay  (Limited),  Bir- 
mingham, have  purchased  the  goodwill,  recipes,  prescription- 
books,  &c.,  of  the  old-established  businesses  of  Churchill  & 
Arblaster,  thus  leaving  only  one  chemist's  shop  in  New 
Street  where  formerly  there  were  four.  The  history  of  the 
business  dates  from  1840.  It  was  started  by  Mr.  Churchill, 
father  of  a  former  member  of  the  Council  and  of  the  defunct 
Trade  Association,  who  made  a  fortune  and  retired  to  Bath, 
his  sons  reigning  in  his  stead.  Soon  after  a  fusion  took 
place  with  the  business  of  Mr.  C.  J.  Arblaster,  the  two  sons 
remaining  in  for  sometime,  and  finally  leaving  Mr.  Arblaster 
sole  proprietor.  Mr.  Arblaster  invented  "  Pate  de  Lichen," 
and  hailed  from  Newcastle,  Staffs,  many  years  ago.  He  had 
until  recently  a  branch  business  at  Five  Ways,  Edgbaston, 
and  he  now  owns  a  soda-water  factory  in  Bishopsgate 
Street.  The  remaining  old-established  businesses  are  now 
those  of  Mr.  Reeves,  at  the  New  Arcades,  and  of  Messrs. 
Bellamy  &  Wakefield,  at  Easy  Row.  The  sale  of  fixtures, 
&C,  will  be  held  Tuesday,  January  19. 

The  Tariff  Commission. 

This  Commission,  promoted  by  the  Tariff  Reform  League, 
has  been  completed,  the  new  members  including: 

Mr.  S.  B.  Boulton  (chairman  of  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Limited,  chemical-manufacturers  and  timber- importers  of  London, 
Paris,  Riga,  etc.). 

The  Hon.  Vicary  Gibbs,  M.P.  (partner  in  Antony  Gibbs  it  Sons, 
merchants  and  bankers). 

Mr.  I.  Laveostein  (managing  director  of  Levenstein,  Limited, 
Manchester,  and  until  recently  President  of  the  Manchester 
Chamber  of  Commerce). 

The  League  intimate  that  the  fullest  opportunity  will  be 
given  to  members  of  every  trade  to  state  their  views  before 
the  Commission,  both  verbally  and  in  writing.  In  con- 
sequence of  Mr.  Ivan  Levenstein's  acceptance  of  membership 
of  the  Commission,  and  in  view  of  the  attitude  of  the  Man- 
chester Chamber  of  Commerce  on  the  fiscal  question,  he  has 
vacated  the  chair.  His  resignation  was  accepted  on  January  12 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  Sir  Forbes  Adam  was  appointed 
President  pending  the  annual  general  meeting  next  month. 


Sheffield  Notes. 

Mr.  Thomas  Tusting  Cocking,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  Sheffield,  who  was  apprenticed  with  Mr.  G.  T.  W.  News- 
holme,  of  High  Street,  has  been  appointed  to  a  position  in 
the  analytical  department  of  Messrs.  Davy,  Hill  &  Co.,  of 
London. 

Mr.  Frank  Wardall,  who  lectured  before  the  Sheffield 
Microscopical  Society  the  other  day  on  "  Illumination  in 
using  various  condensers,"  is  a  Yorkshireman,  and  has  the 
distinction  of  being  the  only  Englishman  employed  at  the 
optical  works  of  Carl  Zeiss,  of  Jena,  where  he  has  been 
engaged  since  he  was  a  lad.  Mr.  Wardall  is  at  present 
making  at  tour  in  England  on  behalf  of  his  firm. 

The  Sheffield  City  Council  some  time  ago  approved  a  re- 
commendation of  the  former  medical  officer  of  health,  Dr. 
Robertson,  that  it  was  desirable  to  provide  a  sanatorium 
for  the  treatment  of  consump  ives,  but  the  time  not  being 
considered  opportune,  for  financial  and  other  reasons,  the 
matter  was  deferred.  The  Health  Committee  have  now 
adopted  a  report  of  a  sub-committee  which  recommends 
that  the  matter  be  resumed,  and  that  a  site  within  a 
reasonable  distance  of  the  city  should  be  sought  for.  They 
have  instructed  the  sub-committee  to  proceed  with  their 
investigations,  to  visit  sanatoria  in  other  towns  if  they  think 
it  necessary,  and  have  appointed  Councillor  A.  Russell 
Fox,  F.L  S.,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  act  with  the  sub-com- 
mittee in  the  matter. 

In  his  report  for  the  quarter  ended  December  last,  Mr. 
A  H.  Allen,  city  analyst,  states  that  of  two  samples 
of  compound  liquorice  powder  one  was  compounded  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia,  while  another 
contained  a  large  excess  of  sulphur  (14  3  per  cent,  instead 
of  8  3  percent).  Five  samples  of  Friars'  balsam  w^re  of 
fair  quality,  though  in  three  cases  they  barely  complied 
with  the  composition  of  a  normal  article.  Of  fifteen  samples 
of  camphorated  oil  thirteen  were  genuine.  The  other  two 
were  deficient  in  camphor,  containing  only  12  and  15  8  uer 
cent,  respectively,  instead  of  21  per  cent.  There  is  no 
excuse  for  such  deficiency,  the  report  states,  as  the  mode  of 
preparation  is  simple,  and  the  article  is  not  liable  to  lose 
camphor  when  kept  under  ordinary  conditions.  Tbr>  fact 
that  thirteen  samples  out  of  fifteen  were  of  full  strength  is 
evidence  of  this.  Nineteen  samples  of  sweet  spirit  of  nitre 
were  examined,  of  which  ten  proved  to  be  of  good  quality, 
and  two  somewhat  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite.  The  remaining 
seven  were  seriously  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite,  as  they 
contained  from  four-sevenths  of  the  minimum  proportion 
specified  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  down  to  a  barely  per- 
ceptible trace  of  the  active  constituent.  In  all  probability 
these  deficiencies  were  due  to  gradual  deterioration  of  the 
sweet  spirit  of  nitre  while  kept  in  stock. 

Died  in  his  Bath. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Richmond  (Surrey)  on  January  12 
on  the  body  of  Mr.  James  Edward  Brearley  (53),  chemist, 
of  Hill  Street.  Richmond.  Leopold  Brearley,  a  Civil  Service 
clerk,  said  deceased,  his  father,  was  for  thirty  years  in 
business  at  Monte  Carlo,  and  purchased  the  business  of 
Howard  &  Co.  at  Richmond  six  months  ago.  He  had 
suffered  from  ear-disease  and  rheumatism,  and  on  January  9 
decided  to  have  a  hot  bath  for  rheumatic  pains.  Shortly 
after  he  had  locked  himself  in  the  bath-room  a  gurgling 
sound  was  heard,  and  on  breaking  open  the  dcor  witness 
fouud  his  father  lying  on  his  back  and  almost  covered  by 
water.  Dr.  Goldney  gave  the  result  of  a  post-mnrtcm 
examination,  showing  that  the  lungs  were  congested  and  the 
valves  of  the  heart  diseased.  Deceased  had  unwisely  taken 
the  hot  bath,  and  faintness  ensued.  Death  was  due  to  heart- 
failure.  A  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes  was 
returned. 

The  Cough-mixture. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Kensington,  on  January  9,  on  a 
child  named  Fry  (3§),  which  died  at  Notting  Hill  Gate. 
The  mother  stated  that  after  measles  the  child  had  a 
wheezirg.  and  she  went  to  a  chemist  for  medicine.  She 
waited  to  see  the  result  of  it,  and  within  two  days  the  child 
died.  Percy  William  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
164  High  Street,  Notting  Hill  Gate,  said  the  woman 
ca  ne   to  him  and  asked  for  medicine  for  a  bronchial 
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cough.  He  told  her  to  go  to  a  doctor,  but  she  said  I 
it  was  not  bad  enough.  He  then  gave  a  mixture 
of  syrup  of  squills,  tolu,  ipecacuanha-wine,  and  aniseed- 
water.  The  mother  denied  that  the  chemist  told  her  to  go 
to  a  doctor,  but  Mr.  Taylor  was  emphatic  on  the  point.  The 
medical  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  the  medicine  did 
neither  good  nor  harm,  and  death  was  due  to  bronchitis. 
Verdict  accordingly. 

Fires. 

Early  on  Thursday  morning,  January  7,  a  fire  broke  out  at 
the  warehouse  in  Island  Street,  Nottingham,  belonging  to 
Boots  (Limited).  The  outbreak  occurred  in  a  small  room  at 
the  top  of  the  building,  used  as  a  store.  The  fire-brigade 
were  quickly  summoned,  and  managed  to  subdue  the  flames 
before  much  damage  was  dene.  The  loss  is  estimated 
at  about  200Z. 

On  January  10  a  neighbour  who  lived  opposite  to  Messrs. 
Taylor's  drug-stores  at  Low  Moor,  Keighley,  noticed  smoke 
issuing  from  the  shop,  and  gave  the  alarm  very  promptly. 
The  fire  brigade  was  soon  on  the  spot  and  rapidly  extin- 
guished the  fire,  but  not  before  damage  to  the  stock  esti- 
mated at  150Z.  had  been  done.  The  fire  is  supposed  to  have 
been  started  by  the  overheating  of  a  gas-stove. 

Robbsry  and  "Violence. 

A  Womb  well  miner,  named  Vickers,  was  sentenced  to 
six  months'  hard  labour  at  the  West  Riding  Quarter  Sessions, 
on  Janmry  8,  for  breaking  into  the  piemises  of  Mr.  John 
Thomas  Lambert,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Wombwell. 

James  Rowbottom  (12)  and  Rowland  Ramsden  (12),  two 
schoolboys,  residing  at  Eastborough,  were  bound  over  at 
Dewsbury  last  week  for  stealing  four  clinical  thermometers, 
value  10i.,  from  Mr.  William  Hartley  Halstead,  drysalter, 
Battye  Street,  Dewsbury. 

At  the  Glouceste  shire  Quarter  Sessions  on  January  6' 
James  Allen  was  sentenced  to  twenty-one  days'  hard  labour 
for  damaging  a  plate-glass  window  to  the  extent  of  from  10Z. 
to  15Z.,  at  the  premises  of  Mr.  John  Percival  Hawley, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  High  Street,  Winchcombe. 

At  Leeds  Quarter  Sessions  on  January  7,  Charles  Robert 
Greenwood  was  sentenced  to  four  months'  imprisonment  for 
embezzling  12i.  belonging  to  his  employers,  Messrs.  Wilkin- 
son &  Simpson,  wholesale  druggists,  Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
His  total  defalcations  amounted  to  between  390/.  and  400Z. 

At  Derby  on  January  11,  Frank  Longdon  (12)  was  charged 
with  stealing  a  tin  box  and  5/.  10$.  from  the  shop  of  Mr. 
William  Elmitt,  chemist  and  druggist,  195  Osmaston  Road. 
After  evidence  had  b;en  given  the  Bench  bound  the  lad  over, 
under  the  First  Offenders  Act,  to  come  up  for  judgment  if 
called  upon. 

At  Bradford  Quarter  Sessions  on  January  8,  Fred  Griffin 
(35)  was  charged  with  breaking  and  entering  the  shop  of 
Messrs.  J.  Savage  &  Co.,  chemists,  15  Horton  Lane,  Brad- 
ford, and  stealing  a  gramaphone,  two  cameras,  and  sundry 
photographic  material  to  the  value  of  16Z.  (see  C.  S>  D., 
November  28,  1903,  page  876).  When  arrested  Griffin  was 
found  to  be  in  possession  of  seventy  keys,  skeleton  and 
otherwise,  and  on  his  house  being  searched  the  proceeds  of 
some  fourteen  robberies  were  discovered,  the  goods  being 
conveyed  to  the  Town  Hall  on  three  cabs.  Prisoner  pleaded 
guilty,  and  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour.  Messrs.  Savage  &  Co.  have  recovered  about 
91.  worth  of  their  stolen  property. 

At  the  Northampton  Borough  Quarter  Sessions  on 
January  8,  George  Sexton,  alias  Leon,  "  horse-tamer,"  and 
Charles  William  Jackson,  clerk,  both  of  Walthamstow,  were 
charged  with  conspiring  to  obtain  various  sums  of  money 
from  Northampton  and  Bedford  tradesmen  with  intent  to 
defraud.  The  witnessas  included  seventeen  tradesmen, 
among  them  being  Mr.  John  Bingley,  J.P.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist  and  mineral-water  manufacturer,  Northampton,  and 
Mr.  Ebenezer  Scott,  chemist  and  druggist,  31  Tavistock 
Street,  Bedford.  Posing  as  representatives  of  the  "  Imperial 
Publishing  Company,"  the  prisoners  obtained  11.  from  Mr. 
Bingley  and  2,1.  5;.  from  Mr.  Scott,  for  advertisements  to  be 
printed  on  blotting-pads  and  writing-desks,  which  were, 
they  declared,  to  be  distributed  gratis  at  the  hotels  and 


other  public  places  of  the  towns  in  the  district.  Sexton  was 
sentenced  to  three  years'  penal  servitude,  and  Jackson  *° 
fifteen  months'  hard  labour. 

Poor-law  Items. 

The  Local  Government  Board  have  sanctioned  the  appoint- 
ment as  hospital  clerk  of  Mr.  Montagu  G.  Smith,  dispenser 
at  the  Lewisham  Union  Infirmary,  at  a  salary  of  201.  per 
annum. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the  Strand  Union  on 
January  12,  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Local  Government 
Board  approving  of  the  increase  of  salary  voted  by  the 
Guardians  to  Mr.  Hickman,  dispenser  at  the  Maiden  Lane 
Dispensiry. 

On  January  12,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
united  parishes  of  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  and  St.  George, 
Bloomsbury,  the  tender  of  Messrs.  C.  J.  Hewlett  &  Co., 
35  and  42  Charlotte  Street,  E  C  ,  was  accepted  for  the  supply 
of  drugs  to  the  several  establishments  of  the  Board  during 
the  ensuing  twelve  months. 

The  Sale  of  Ammonia. 

At  the  St.  Pancras  Coroner's  Court  on  January  11,  Mr. 
Walter  Schroeder  held  an  adjourned  inquest  concerning  the 
death  of  Francis  Duffield  (59)  lately  living  at  8  Britannia 
Street,  King's  Cross.  Duffield  drank  a  mixture  of  l;  Camphor 
ammonia,"  bought  from  an  oilshop  in  King's  Cross  Road, 
in  mistake  for  gin.  He  died  at  the  Royal  Free  Hospital 
from  chronic  bronchitis  and  consumption,  accelerated  by 
inflammation  set  up  by  drinkiDg  camphor  ammonia  (see 
C.  D.,  January  9,  page  40).  Frederick  Bird,  grocer 
and  oilman.  King's  Cross  Road,  deposed  that  he  first  sold 
camphor  ammonia  three  months  ago.  It  was  supplied  by 
the  Parazone  Company,  90  Cannon  Street,  E  C.  He  was  not 
aware  that  deaths  had  occurred  through  the  drinking  of 
liquid  ammonia.  It  could  be  obtained  at  any  oilshop  in 
London.  Edgar  Purkis,  traveller  for  the  Parazone  Company, 
said  he  had  sold  " camphor  ammonia"  for  years.  It  was  a 
patented  preparation  of  camphor  and  ammonia.  It  was 
generally  used  for  washing-purposes  and  in  the  bath.  He 
had  never  considered  it  a  dangerous  preparation.  It  was  not 
on  the  poison  schedule,  and  was  sold  at  8i.  a  pin  t.  The  Coroner 
said  J  oz.  of  strong  ammonia  had  been  known  to  prove  fatal, 
and  even  in  some  cases  ^  oz.  The  jury  returned  a  verdict 
of  misadventure,  and  added  as  a  rider  that  they  were  of 
opinion  that  labels  should  be  affixtd  to  bottles  containing 
this  mixture  in  future. 

On  January  12  the  Manchester  City  Coroner  conducted  an 
inquest  on  the  body  of  Jos.  Cottrial  (55),  of  Boston  Street, 
Hulme.  The  evidence  showed  that  Cottrial  had  been  ill  and 
was  under  medic ll  treatment.  In  addition  to  a  bottle  of 
medicine,  he  had  a  similar  bottle  containing  ammonia,  and 
he  was  given  a  dose  of  ammonia  in  mistake  for  his 
medicine.  He  died  later.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  E.  A.  Gibson) 
remarked  that  he  thought  the  Pharmacy  Act  regulations 
had  not  been  carried  out.  These  specifically  laid  down  that 
bottles  containing  poison  should  be  distinguishable  from 
ordinary  bottles.  In  this  case  the  ammonia-bottle  was  very 
similar  to  that  which  had  contained  the  medicine.  He 
thought  that  the  jury  ought  to  hear  the  evidence  of  the  chemist 
who  supplied  the  ammonia,  and  the  inquest  was  adjourned 
for  his  attendance.  After  the  adjournment  the  chemist 
(Mr.  Joseph  Hanson,  of  44  Preston  Street,  Hulme)  was 
called,  and  said  he  was  perfectly  familiar  with  the  regula- 
tions in  regard  to  the  selling  of  strong  poisons.  Ammonia 
was  not  one  of  the  scheduled  poisons.  He  knew  the 
Pharmacy  Act  said  that  poisons  should  be  supplied  in  dis- 
tinctive bottles,  but  that  did  not  apply  to  ammonia.  In 
view  of  what  had  happened,  however,  he  thought  it  would 
be  a  wise  precaution  to  put  ammonia  in  special  bottles,  but 
he  asked  "  How  could  a  chemist  do  that  when  it  was  sold 
in  such  small  quantities  as  a  pennyworth  ? "  The  Coroner 
said  he  had  never  had  ammonia  sold  to  him  except  in  a 
distinctive  bottle,  and  if  not  compulsory  it  was  at  least 
reasonable  for  the  chemist  to  do  this  for  the  protection  of 
the  public.  He  should  like  the  Legislature  to  include 
ammonia  in  the  schedule  of  recognised  poisons.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  tbat  death  was  due  to  pneumonia 
accelerated  by  ammonia  taken  by  mistake. 
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The  Week's  Poisonings. 

Four  of  the  nine  deaths  caused  by  poisons  during  the 
past  week  were  misadventures.  A  man  named  Goodwin,  a 
native  of  Southport,  accidentally  poisoned  himself  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  drinking  it  in  mistake  for  whisky. 
Dorothy  Don,  aged  three  months,  being  fretful,  was  given 
three  drops  of  laudanum  by  her  mother,  and  died  from 
opium-poisoning.  The  mother  had  been  in  training  for  a 
nurse  at  a  London  hospital,  and  there  acquired  the  habit  of 
taking  laudanum.  At  an  inquest  held  before  Mr.  Gibson, 
Manchester  City  Coroner,  on  January  13,  it  transpired  that 
the  deceased,  Elizabeth  Warburton  (67),  had  been  a  con- 
firmed opium-eater  for  years.  She  made  the  opium  into 
pills  with  the  aid  of  a  little  flour  and  water,  and  took  an 
overdose  on  January  12,  and  was  found  dead  in  bed.  A 
piece  of  opium  J  oz.  in  weight  was  found  by  the  police 
concealed  in  her  clothing.  The  ammonia-fatalities  are 
dealt  with  elsewhere.  Maud  Winifred  Pifctway  (29),  the 
widow  of  a  medical  man  lately  residing  in  Maida  Yale, 
committed  suicide  by  taking  morphine.  A  domestic  servant 
at  York,  named  Clara  Moll,  first  tried  to  commit  suicide  by 
cutting  her  throat,  but  eventually  succeeded  by  drinking 
carbolic  acid.  Naemie  Carrol,  an  actress,  poisoned  her- 
self with  oxalic  acid  at  Pimlico  on  January  6  She 
wss  worried  for  fear  she  would  be  out  of  an  engagement. 
An  inquest  was  held  at  Mountain  Ash  on  January  11,  before 
Mr.  R.  J.  Rhys,  Coroner,  touching  the  death  of  a  medical 
man  named  Alexander  James  Haggard,  aged  thirty-seven. 
Deceased,  who  had  lately  given  way  to  drink,  went  home 
drunk  and  got  into  bed.  Next  morning  the  doctor  was 
found  dead  in  bed.  Dr.  Arthur  T.  Jones,  who  was  called  iD, 
said  that  death  was  caused  by  prussic-acid  poisoning.  There 
was  a  4  oz. bottle  on  the  mantelpiece  which  contained  prussic 
acid.  The  bed  was  about  2  feet  from  the  mantelpiece,  and 
though  the  effect  of  prussic  acid  was  almost  instantaneous, 
Dr.  Jones  believed  it  was  possible  for  the  deceased  to  have 
taken  the  poison  and  then  placed  the  bottle  back  on  the 
mantelshelf.  The  Coroner:  Do  you  mean  to  say  he  could 
do  that  after  taking  a  dose  of  prussic  acid  ?  Witness  :  Yes, 
especially  if  he  had  taken  a  very  large  dose,  but  only  a 
second  or  so  could  elapse  in  any  case.  The  Coroner  :  I  want 
you  to  be  very  careful  on  this  point,  because  if  it  was  not 
possible  for  the  bottle  to  be  put  back  on  the  mantelpiece 
someone  must  have  given  him  the  poison.  Dr.  Jones 
repeated  that  he  believed  it  was  quite  possible  for  deceased 
to  have  placed  the  bottle  on  the  mantelpiece  before  dying. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  suicide  while  temporarily 
insane. 


3risb  mews. 


Local  news;  apers  containing  marked  items  of  news  intiresting 
to  tt  e  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


C.  &  D.  Society. 
Particulars  of  the  annual  musical  evening  of  the  Chemists 
and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland  are  given  in  the  "  Coming 
Events  "  section  of  this  journal. 

Contracts. 

Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe,  Dublin,  have  secured  the 
contract  for  the  supply  of  medical  and  surgical  requisites 
to  Mercers'  Hospital,  Dublin,  for  the  next  six  months  •  and 
Mes  srs.  Hunt  &  Co.  for  the  supply  of  drugs. 

The  King's  Irish  Chemist. 
With  reference  to  the  paragraph  in  our  last  issue  regard- 
ing Mr.  John  Evans,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Dublin,  it 
should  be  noted  that  Mr.  Evans's  appointment  as  chemist  at 
Dublin  to  King  Edward  VII.  was  gazetted  on  November  1, 
1901.  Mr.  Evans  has  also  authority  to  style  himself 
"chemist  by  appointment  to  the  late  Queen  Victoria." 

Holiday  Time. 

To  the  last  meeting  of  the  Strokestown  Guardians  Mr 
P.  W.  White,  Sligo,  contractor  for  medicines,  wrote:  "I 
received  3 our  estin  ata  for  the  drugs  for  Elphin  Dispensary 
District,  and  as  our  l  ands  are  all  on  holidays,  they  cannot 
be  sent  out  for  a  few  days.    I  hope  you'll  excuse  me  until 


after  Christmas."  Mr.  McGuire :  Will  the  doctor  and 
patients  excuse  him  ?    The  letter  was  marked  "  Read." 

Sheep-dip  Agitation. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  South  Tipperary  County  Council  a 
resolution  was  unanimously  passed  protesting  against  con- 
fining the  sale  of  sheep-dip  to  chemists.  Mr  Grubb,  a 
member  of  the  Council,  said  the  new  state  of  affairs  was  a 
very  serious  inconvenience  to  farmers  and  sheep -breeders, 
and  he  thought  they  ought  to  agitate  with  the  view  to  an 
amendment  of  the  law  so  as  to  enable  them  to  procure 
sheep-dip  from  ordinary  traders — at  least,  in  places  where 
no  chemists'  shops  existed. 

The  Calendar 

of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  for  1904  has  just 
been  issued,  and  will  be  sent  post-free  for  Is,  9d.  from  the 
Registrar,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin.  The  registers 
have  been  corrected  up  to  December  31,  1903,  and  the 
examination-papers  given  are  those  referring  to  the  past 
year.  The  useful  features  of  previous  issues  are  again  given, 
the  book  being  a  useful  epitome  of  the  doings  of  the  official 
pharmaceutical  body  of  Ireland. 

Railway-rates. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Harvey,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  31  Great 
George's  Street,  Cork,  replying  to  the  question  as  to  why 
Cork  chemists  dc  not  buy  from  Dublin  firms  instead  of 
English  houses,  says  it  is  owing  to  the  heavy  railway-rates; 
of  the  Irish  railway  companies.  Freights  from  Dublin  are 
far  higher  than  those  from  England.  Mr.  Harvey  con 
tinues  : 

The  difference  in  rates  on  drugs  is  now  working  out  at 
about  2A  per  cent,  on  cost  price.  In  addition,  the  Dublin  houses 
pay  a  higher  rate  on  the  goods  from  Dublin  to  Cork  than  either 
London  or  Liverpool.  They  come  nominally  carriage-paid,  but 
nobody  doubts  for  one  minute  who  will  ultimately  pay  the 
carriage.  I  have  drawn  the  attention  of  several  Dublin  men  to 
the  matter,  and  they  all  say  they  are  unable  to  get  any  redress 
from  carrying  company.  You  will  note  that  the  average  price 
per  packet  from  Cork  to  London  and  Liverpool  is  from  1/7.  to  6tL 
while  to  Dublin  it  is  Is. 


Scotcb  IRem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Business  Changes. 

Cheap  and  Good  (Limited)  have  recently  opened  a  shop  in 
Dairy  (Ayrshire)  immediately  opposite  Mr.  Spence,  the  local 
chemist. 

Johnstone  and  Kilwinning  both  boast  a  chemist  in  business 
now.  The  former  town  is  a  striking  example  of  pharmacy 
in  the  West  of  Scotland,  having  five  doctor's  shops  and  only 
one  chemist. 

Mr.  William  Ogilvie,  who  has  acquired  the  business  of 
Mr.  F.  Lyon  Dewar,  chemist  and  druggist,  Forrest  Road, 
Edinburgh,  was  formerly  an  assistant  with  Messrs.  Frazer  & 
Green  (Limited),  chemists,  Glasgow. 

Tricky  Lascars. 

Two  Lascar  seamen  appeared  at  Dundee  Police  Court  on 
January  13,  charged  with  thieving  by  means  of  a  trick. 
One  man  obtained  some  clothing  from  a  broker's  shop  by 
tendering  a  brass  coin  for  a  sovereign.  The  other,  named 
Abadalli,  and  by  profession  a  "greaser,"  was  charged  with 
having  stolen  two  bottles  of  cod-liver  oil  and  12s.  from  a 
chemist's  shop  in  the  Nethergate,  Dundee,  by  a  similar  trick. 
The  captain  of  the  vessel  on  which  they  are  eDgaged  under- 
took to  pay  the  money  and  deduct  it  from  their  pay,  and  the 
prisoners  were  dismissed. 

Laudanum-poisoning. 

Harry  Waldon,  a  man  of  sixty  years  of  age,  died  on 
January  9  in  a  lodgijg-house  in  Merchant  Street,  Edinburgh, 
frcm  the  effects  of  laudanum-poisoning.  Waldon  drank  a 
considerable  quantity  of  the  poison,  and  succumbed  without 
recovering  consciousness. 
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At  Glasgow  on  January  2,  David  Simpson  and  his 
daughter,  aged  ten,  were  taken  to  the  infirmary  suffering 
from  laudanum-poisoning.  It  is  alleged  that  Simpson  told 
the  girl  to  get6rZ.  worth  of  laudanum  in  six  pennyworths  from 
different  chemists.  She  succeeded  in  obtaining  5d.  worth, 
and  her  father  drank  part  of  it,  and,  it  is  alleged,  made  her 
drink  the  remainder.  Simpson  was  remitted  to  the 
Sheriff. 

Last  week  Mr.  John  Legge,  veterinary  surgeon,  Tarbert 
Loch  Fyne,  filled  what  he  believed  to  be  three  glasses  of 
port  wicie  for  himself,  his  wife,  and  a  fisherman  named 
Colin  Bruce.  The  liquid  was  in  reality  tincture  of  opium, 
the  bottle  having  been  mistaken,  and  almost  immediately 
after  swallowing  the  contents  of  the  glass  Mr.  Legge  became 
unconscious,  and,  although  medical  attendance  was  forth- 
coming, he  died.  Mrs.  Legge,  who  also  took  a  small  quantity 
of  the  laudanum,  had  a  narrow  escape. 

The  Cycling  Professor. 

At  a  Justice  of  Peace  Court  held  at  Haddington  on 
January  12  Professor  Frederick  Bower,  Glasgow  University, 
was  called  to  answer  to  a  charge  of  cycling  on  the  footpath 
in  October  last.  The  case  was  first  fixed  to  be  heard  in 
December,  but  the  Professor,  who  was  then  in  London,  wrote 
asking  that  it  be  continued  till  he  returned  to  Scotland,  at 
the  same  time  intimating  that  he  would  plead  guilty  to  the 
offeni  e.  On  Tuesday  Professor  Bower  was  represented  by  a 
solicitor,  who  stated  that  his  client  was  engaged  in  Glasgow, 
and  that  he  asked  to  be  t  ied  in  absence,  and  that  he  was 
wMing  to  pay  the  full  penalty.  The  Fiscal  said  all  he  could 
do  was  to  move  for  a  warrant  for  the  Professor's  apprehen- 
sion. The  Clerk  suggested  that  the  case  be  continued  till 
next  court,  and  if  the  Professor  did  not  appear  a  warrant 
might  be  granted  for  his  apprehension.  This  course  was 
agreed  to. 

Aerated-water  Bottles. 

Three  large  aerated-water  manufacturers  in  Glasgow — 
Messrs.  J.  Orr  Combie,  Andrew  G.  Barr  &  Co.,  and  G.  &  C. 
M  'Ore— have  brought  actions  in  the  Court  of  Session, 
E  linburgh,  seeking  to  have  Messrs.  Mair  &  Dougall,  also 
aerated- water  manufacturers  in  Glasgow,  interdicted  from 
filling  with  aerated  waters  and  sending  out  or  otherwise 
using  in  their  business  bottles  and  syphons  impressed, 
moulded,  or  engraved  with  the  respective  names  and  trade- 
marks of  the  complainants. 

"  Haskell "  Golf-balls. 

Mr.  George  Somerville,  chemist  and  druggist,  18  Hope 
Park  Terrace,  Edinburgh,  has  raised  an  action  against  the 
B  F.  Goodrich  Company,  rubber-manufacturers,  of  Akron, 
Ohio,  U.S.A.,  and  7  Snow  Hill,  London,  EC,  for  payment 
of  64Z  2s.  Mr.  Somerville,  besides  being  a  chemist  and 
druggist,  is  a  dealer  in  rubber  goods.  During  the  year  Drior 
to  November  10.  1902,  he  ordered  400  dozen  of  "  Haskell's" 
golf-balls  from  the  defendant  company,  the  agreement 
between  them  being  that  he  was  to  pay  20s.  a  dozen  for 
them,  and  that  he  was  to 'sell  them  at  not  less  than  24s  a 
dozen,  and  he  was  to  be  allowed  2,\  per  cent  discount. 
Mr.  Somerville  said  he  received  a  letter  from  the  defendants, 
Stating  that  they  had  had  several  complaints  from  athletic 
houses  in  Edinburgh  to  the  effect  that  chemists  were  selling 
the  "  Haskell  "  balls  at  less  than  retail  price,  and  that  they 
also  objected  to  them  supplying  chemists.  These  complaints 
had  been  so  numerous  and  strong  that  they  had  decided  in 
future  to  supply  only  legitimate  dealers,  and  they  therefore 
would  not  be  able  to  sell  them  to  pursuer  other  than  for  his 
personal  use.  Notwithstanding  a  long  correspondence,  the 
defendants  had  refused  to  fulfil  the  contract.  The  defence 
is  that  plaintiff  failed  repeatedly  to  pay  for  goods  received 
from  the  defendants  within  the  stipulated  period  of  credit, 
and  that  at  »11  events  they  are  entitle!  to  set  off  their 
claim  of  25Z.  18s  against  plaintiff's.  The  case  has  been 
taken  before  Lord  Low  in  the  Court  of  Session,  who  has 
ordered  a  proof  of  the  averments. 


Argentine  Duties  Reduced. — The  Argentine  Senate 
has  voted  for  the  abolition  of  the  10  per  cent,  extra  Customs 
duties  imposed  some  time  ago  to  meet  special  circumstances 
now  no  longer  existing. 


tfrencb  Bewa, 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent. 


M.  Paul  Holzmuller,  wholesale  druggist,  has  removei 
to  more  spacious  offices  and  warehouses  situated  at  36  rue 
de  Sevigne,  Paris. 

Dr  P.  Carles,  pharmacist,  of  Bordeaux,  has  published  the 
paper  on  "Extracts  of  Animal  and  Vegetable  Organs,'' 
which  he  read  at  the  Society  of  Medicine  of  that  city.  His 
theory  is  that  this  class  of  remedies  (for  he  considers 
the  same  observations  apply  to  extracts  of  animal  organs 
and  to  certain  plant  remedies)  requires  to  be  used  in  a  fresh 
state  to  ensure  their  full  therapeutic  value.  Just  as  thyroid 
glands  should  be  used  fresh  and  only  mixed  with  aseptic 
agents  and  neutral  excipients  (sugar,  glycerin,  &c.)  which 
have  no  chemical  action  on  the  remedy,  and  kept  dry  in 
vacuo,  so  certain  plants,  such  as  aconite,  ergot  of  rye,  and 
colchicum,  lose  some  of  their  properties  when  dried.  "In 
conclusion,"  says  Dr.  Carles,  "  it  would  seem  that  we  have  not 
yet  agreed  on  a  formula  which  will  give  us  extracts  of 
animal  and  vegetable  organs  with  all  their  natural  pharma- 
codynamic power  ;  and  that  so  far  as  opotherapic  extracts 
are  concerned,  we  have  not  yet  fully  grasped  their  degree  of 
resistance  to  the  latent  agents  of  decomposition." 

A  Celebrated  Aeronaut.— M.  Henri  Lachambre  died 
in  Paris  last  Tuesday,  as  the  result  of  pulmonary  congestion. 
It  was  he  who  constructed  the  "  Ornen  "  balloon  in  1896  for 
the  Andree  Expedition,  as  well  as  the  various  stterable 
balloons  for  M.  Santos-Dumont.  The  most  remarkable 
balloon  made  in  his  works,  however,  was  always  considered 
by  him  to  be  the  huge  one  constructed  some  twelve  years 
ago  in  the  form  of  a  bottle  of  perfume,  and  which  astonished 
Parisiens  for  several  summers,  under  the  name  of  the  "  Cherry 
Blossom  "  balloon,  as  it  passed  over  the  "  City  of  Light,"  for 
its  mission  was  to  go  across  Paris  every  other  day  during  the 
summer  months  when  the  wind  and  weather  permitted,  the 
ascents  being  made  from  several  places  according  to  the 
vagaries  of  the  wind.  It  was  also  known  as  the  "omnibus- 
balloon,"  as  two  passengers  were  taken  up  when  possible  at 
a  fare  of  21.  each.  This  was  an  idea  of  Mr.  C.  E.  Lord's,  who 
had  the  management  of  the  trips  on  behalf  of  Messrs. 
John  Gosnell  &  Co.  (Limited),  the  owners  of  the  balloon. 

New  Year's  Honours. — Among  the  newly-made  Ofticiers 
destruction  Publique,  I  notice  the  names  of  MM.  Barille, 
Cabanes,  Dumouthiers,  Gourde],  and  Verwaest,  Paris  phar- 
macists ;  Koch,  chemist  expert;  and  Save,  pharmacist  at 
Ancenis  (Loire  Inferieure).  The  new  Officiers  de  l'Academie 
include  MM.  Albony,  Amy,  Berthod,  Faure,  Loiseau,  Roze, 
Schmidt,  Viard,  Valensi,  and  Valentin,  Paris  pharmacists ; 
Cicile,  Millet,  i-ellier,  and  Vacher,  chemists  at  Paris; 
Lecomte,  pharmacist  at  St -Maur  les  Fosses,  near  Paris; 
Semiac,  pharmacist  at  Arcachon  :  Merelle,  analytical  labora- 
tory director  at  Bois  de  Colombes,  near  Paris;  Kocolle, 
chemistry  professor  at  Paris ;  Vadam,  pharmaceutical 
journalist  at  Paris;  and  M.  LaDgrand,  director  of  the 
Societe  Generale  Pharmaceutique  de  France.  M.  A.  Barelle 
is  the  principal  pharmacist  at  the  St.-Martin  (military) 
Hospital  at  Paris,  and  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy 
of  Paris,  of  which  he  acted  as  secretary  some  years  ago.  He 
took  the  degree  of  doctor  of  pharmacy  of  the  University  of 
Paris  in  1900  with  a  thesis  on  the  phosphates  of  calcium. 
M.  Dumouthiers  is  described  as  "  pharmacist  of  the  Chamber 
of  Deputies."  His  address  is  19  rue  de  Burgoyne.  Paris, 
quite  near  the  French  Lower  House  of  Parliament. 
M.  Schmidt  is  in  business  in  the  Boulevard  du  Temple,  and 
long  acted  as  archivist  for  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy, 
while  M.  Faure  is  responsible  for  organising  those  charming 
little  sondes  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music  which  follow 
the  Paris  Pharmacists'  Syndicate's  annual  dinner.  M. 
Cabares  has  a  pharmacy  in  the  Boulevard  Haussmanrj 
(No.  34),  Paris.  He  is  not  the  same  as  Dr.  L.  Cabanes,  who 
is  an  ex-pharmacist,  and  who  has  published  some  curious 
medico-pharmaceutical  records.  The  others  are  all  •'  good 
men  and  true,"  who  have  done  a  great  deal  of  useful  work, 
which  is  duly  recognised  by  a  discerning  and  appreciative 
Government. 

Dr.  Auguste  Behal,  the  new  President  of  the  Paris 
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Foc'ety  of  Pharmacy,  is  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  was  born 
at  Lens,  the  great  mining-centre  of  the  North  of  France.  He 
spent  his  youth  in  the  North  (at  Avesnes  and  Bethune),  and 

afterwards  came  to 
the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  where  he 
took  his  "first-class  " 
certificate  in  1883, 
and  three  years  later 
became  an  assistant 
professor.  In  1888 
he  obtab  ed  his  Sc.D.. 
and  in  1890  went  to 
Roumania  for  the 
purpose  of  studying 
the  petroleum-wells 
of  that  country.  It 
was  in  1886  that  he 
was  appointed  head 
pharmacist  at  a 
Parisian  hospital,  and 
after  the  death  of 
M.  Bourgoin  in  1897, 
he  temporarily  occu- 
pied the  important 
position  of  Director 
of  the  Central  Phar- 
macy of  Paris  Hospi- 
tals until  a  permanent  successor  was  appointed.  He  lectured 
on  organic  chemistry  at  the  Sorbonne  (Paris  Faculty  of 
Sciences)  from  1898  to  1901,  when  he  was  appointed 
Professor  of  Toxicology  at  the  Paris  Hchr.ol  of  Pharmacy.  He 
served  as  Secretary  to  the  Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy  in 
1893.  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Therapeutics,  and  was 
Secretary  of  the  Paris  Chemical  Society  from  1893  to  1901. 
Twice  he  has  been  "Jecker"  prizeman  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  once  "  laureate  "  of  the  Parkin  prize  These 
"laurels"  of  the  Institute  take  the  substantial  foTtn  of 
cheques  for  200/.  to  400/.,  and  are  not  won  without  labour  and 
merit.  His  "Treatise  on  Organic  Chemistry,  according  to 
Modern  Theories,"  is  a  volume  of  some  two  thousand  pages 
and  is  in  the  second  edition. 


Db.  Auguste  Behal. 


Hmertcan  IRotes. 


The  Cutters'  Combine. — The  United  Drug  Company,  a 
powerful  combination  of  cutters  with  large  capital,  was 
recently  formed  in  the  United  States  for  mutual  protection 
against  the  movement  to  cut  off  their  supplies.  The  company 
next  engaged  in  the  manu  actureof  pharmaceuticals  and  spe- 
cialities, and  they  seem  about  to  take  a  still  further  step  by 
opening  a  new  drug-store  in  a  town  in  which  the  company 
have  heretofore  had  no  representative — namely,  Buffalo. 

Obituary. — On  December  19  the  death  occurred  at 
Philadelphia  of  Mr.  Robert  Charles  Cochran  Walker,  a 
mernberot  the  well-known  American  firm  of  Powers  &  Weight- 
man,  manufacturing  chemists  and  wholesale  druggists.  Mr. 
Walker  was  born  of  Scoto-Irish  parents  in  Chester  county, 
Pa.,  in  1838  He  received  his  early  education  at  East- 
hampton,  Mass.,  and  graduated  from  the  law  school  of 
Harvard  University  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  in  1858. 
After  being  lawyer,  politician,  editor,  and  ;  banker  suc- 
cessively, he  joined  the  firm  of  Powers  &  Weightman  in 
1893,  and  was  a  iartner  until  his  death. 

The  Scarcity  op  Assistants. — Commenting  on  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  New  York  pharmacists  in  procuring 
compt-tent  assistants,  the  Medical  Mirror  of  New  York  says 
a  regulation  of  the  methods  of  treatment  of  the  c'erk- 
pharmaci-t  is  necessary.  Proprietors  c?nnot  expect  to  get 
good  pharmacists  for  $40.00  to  $50.00  per  month,  who  are 
willing  to  work  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night.  The  young 
men  who  graduate  will  not  tolerate  this  kind  of  treatment 
for  such  small  compensation  ;  they  look  elsewhere  for  a  live- 
lihood, and  hence  the  profession  is  robbed  of  its  best  men. 
What  the  proprietors  should  do  is  to  pay  better  wages, 
shorten  the  hours,  and  treat  their  assistants  as  men  equal  to 
themselves  as  far  as  knowledge  is  concerned.    The  con- 


ditions in  America  are  apparently  somewhat  analogous  to 
those  that  prevail  in  this  country. 

Claim  and  Counter-claim. — In  the  Hackensack  County 
Court,  N.J.,  on  December  22,  the  L.  Rockefeller  Company, 
retail  druggists,  of  Englewood,  N.J,  were  sued  by  Messrs. 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  wholesale  druggists,  New  York,  to 
recover  the  sum  of  $L,600,  balance  due  for  drugs  supplied. 
A  counter-claim  for  damages  was  put  in  by  the  defendants 
on  the  ground  that  McKesson  &  Robbins  had  sold  them  cot 
tonseed  oil  for  olive  oil,  with  the  result  that  they  had  been 
prosecuted  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  New  Jersey,  and 
fined  for  selling  same.  The  Rockefeller  Company  claimed 
that  they  had  suffered  damage  through  loss  of  trade  and 
the  patronage  of  their  local  physicians,  and  consequent 
humiliation.  The  plaintiffs  denied  that  they  had  sold  inferior 
goods,  and  dismissal  of  the  counter-claim  was  asked  on  the 
ground  that  an  action  for  recoupment  could  not  be  main- 
tained unless  the  inferior  goods  were  part  of  the  account 
sued  for.  The  Rockefeller  Company  admitted  that  the  oil 
sold  the  State's  inspector  had  been  bought  over  a  year  prior 
to  the  sale  thereof,  and  was  not  therefore  a  part  of  the 
account  for  which  suit  was  brought  for  collection.  After 
hearing  the  evidence  Judge  Zabriskie  decided  that  the 
plaintiffs'  claim  was  well  founded,  and  he  dismissed  the 
counter-claim,  giving  judgment  for  the  full  amount  claimed, 
with  interest  and  costs. 

Chloral  a  Dutiable  Preparation. — A  decision  of 
much  importance  to  importers  of  medicinal  preparations  was 
given  last  month  by  the  Classification  Board  of  the  United 
States  General  Appraisers.  The  opinion,  written  by  Judge 
Snmerville  and  corcurred  in  by  other  members  of  the  Board, 
states  that  importers  of  such  preparations  must  give  positive 
proof  that  no  alcohol  was  used  in  -the  manufacture  of  pre- 
parations, otherwise  the  latter  will  be  classified  as  alcoholic 
medicinal  preparations.  The  decision  was  made  on  a  protest 
filed  by  the  firms  of  T.  M.  Bowman  &  Co..  the  Mallinckrodt 
Chemical-works,  and  the  Henry  Heil  Chemical  Company, 
against  the  notion  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  at  New  York. 
The  drugs  involved  in  the  controversy  were  salol  and  chloral 
hydrate,  which  the  collector  had  assessed  for  duty  at  55c. 
per  lb.  under  the  provisions  of  paragraph  67  of  the  present 
tariff  law.  This  paragraph  provides  that  all  preparations 
containing  alcohol,  or  in  the  preparatiou  of  which  alcohol 
has  been  used,  shall  be  dutiable  at  50c.  per  lb.  The  importers 
protested  against  the  drugs  being  classified  under  this 
paragraph,  claiming  that  the  articles  were  properly 
dutiable  at  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  as  alkalies  or  alka- 
loids, under  paragraph  3  of  the  tariff.  A  similar  case 
was  decided  in  favour  of  importers  of  such  preparations  in 
the  United  States  Circuit  Court  some  time  ago,  but  that 
decision  was  reversed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals.  The  latter 
held  that  while  the  drugs  were  medicinal  preparations  which 
contained  no  alcohol  as  a  component  part,  nevertheless 
alcohol  was  sometimes  used  in  the  manufacture  of  same, 
although  it  was  not  necessary.  In  the  United  States  Circuit 
Court  last  month  Judge  Piatt  rendered  a  decision  on  the 
Customs  protest  of  Merck  &  Co.  relative  to  salol.  The  Court 
decided  that  the  preparation  contained  a  minimum  amount 
of  alcohol  allowed  in  drugs  to  the  class  it  belonged,  and  was 
entitled  to  entry  at  a  rate  of  duty  lower  than  that 
assessed  by  the  colletcor.  It  was  assessed  at  the 
rate  of  55c.  per  lb.  The  importers  appealed  to  the 
Board  of  United  States  General  Appraisers,  who  decided  in 
favour  of  the  collector,  overruling  the  importers'  claim  for  a 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The  point  raised  was  how 
much  alcohol  the  drug  contained  or  bad  been  used  in  its 
preparation.  Paragraph  67  of  the  tariff  provides  that 
in  the  case  of  medicinal  preparations  containing  alcohol,  or 
in  the  preparation  of  which  alcohol  is  used,  55c.  per  lb  ,  but 
in  no  case  less  than  25  per  cent,  ad  valorem  shall  be  the 
duty  assessed.  The  Court's  decision  was  in  favour  of  Merck 
&  Co. 


The  partnership  between  Messrs.  A.  H.  M.  Muter, 
W.  F.  Mawer,  and  Frank  Armstrong  has  been  dissolved, 
and  the  South  London  School  of  Pharmacy  is  now  amal- 
gamated with  the  South  London  Central  Public  Laboratory, 
Mr.  C.  A.  Hackman  and  Mr.  A.  H.  M.  Muter  being  solely 
responsible  for  the  liabilities. 
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High  Court  Cases. 

The  "Tabloid"  Case. 

An  appeal  against  the  judgment  by  Mr.  Justice  Byrne  in  the 
case  of  Wellcome  v.  Thompson  &  Capper,  re  the  infringe- 
ment of  certain  trade-marks  relating  to  "tabloid"  and 
"  tabloids,"  is  pendiDg. 

Edme  (Limited)  v.  The  Patent  Bread  Process 
Company  (Limited). 

Lords  Justices  Vaughan  Williams,  Romer,  and 
Stirling  in  the  Appeal  Court,  on  January  11,  had  before 
them  the  appeal  of  the  defendants  in  this  action  from  portions 
of  an  order  made  by  Mr.  Justice  Buckley,  by  which  the 
defendant  company  were  restrained  from  receiving  certain 
moneys,  the  proceeds  of  goods  manufactured  by  the  plaintiffs 
and  sold  by  the  defendants.  Mr.  W.  H.  Stevenson,  for  the 
appellants,  said  the  plaintiffs  were  manufacturers  of  malt- 
extract  and  patent  yeast,  and  the  defendants,  who  had 
acted  as  their  agents,  carried  on  business  at  Nottingham. 
The  plaintiffs  were  in  the  habit  of  appointing  firms  in  various 
parts  of  the  country  to  act  as  "buying  agents."  The  de- 
fendants had  accepted  the  agency  for  the  Midlands,  and  it 
was  agreed  that  they  should  be  at  liberty  to  sell  plaintiffs' 
goods  at  ordinary  retail  price,  the  goods  to  be  sent  and 
invoiced  direct  to  the  purchasers.  Payments  might  be  made 
direct  or  through  the  defendants,  who  were  debited  with  and 
liable  to  pay  to  the  plaintiffs  the  wholesale  price  of  the  goods, 
and  credited  with  the  difference  between  wholesale  and 
retail  prices  on  all  amounts  received  by  the  plaintiffs  from 
pui chasers  direct.  Mr.  Buckmaster,  for  the  plaintiffs,  said 
the  whole  question  was  whether  or  not  the  defendants  were 
entitled  to  collect,  as  plaintiffs'  agents,  moneys  arising  in 
respect  of  those  transactions  after  the  agency  was  ter- 
minated. Mr.  Stevenson  said  the  defendants  bad  only  been 
collecting  sums  owing  on  transactions  entered  into  before 
the  agency  was  terminated.  Mr.  Buckmaster  said  they 
could  collect  moneys  owing  to  them  personally,  or  moneys 
that  they  were  entitled  to  receive,  giving  their  own  receipt, 
but  plaintiffs  objected  to  their  giving  receipts  as  agents  lor 
the  plaintiffs.  Lord  Justice  Vaughan  Williams  :  Your  desire 
is  to  put  them  in  such  a  position  that  they  cannot  collect 
the  moneys  because  they  cannot  give  a  receipt  which  is 
worth  having.  In  the  result  their  Lordships  appointed  a 
receiver  to  receive  the  debts  from  customers  in  respect  of 
goods  supplied  under  the  old  arrangement. 

Arsenic  in  Glucose. 
Before  Mr.  Justice  Bruce,  sitting  to  try  commercial  causes, 
in  the  King's  Bench  Division,  on  Tuesday,  January  12,  the 
case  of  Bostock  &  Co.  (Limited)  v.  John  Nicholson  &  Sons 
(Limited)  came  on  for  bearing.  It  is  an  action  in  which  the 
plaintiffs  claim  some  300,000/.  damages  from  the  defendants 
for  supplying  them  with  sulphuric  acid  to  be  used  in  the 
manufacture  of  glucose  for  brewing-purposes,  which,  it  is 
alleged,  contained  arsenic. 

Mr.  C.  A.  Russell,  K.C.,  Mr.  Danckwerts,  K.C.,  and  Mr. 
T.  C.  Rogerson  appeared  for  plaintiffs ;  and  Sir  Edward 
Clarke,  K.C.,  Mr.  Tindal  Atkinson,  K.C.,  Mr.  Montague 
Lush,  K.C.,  and  Mr.  E.  O.  Simpson  appeared  for  the  defen- 
dants. 

Mr.  Russell  said  the  plaintiffs  had  for  many  years  carried 
on  business  at  Gorston,  near  Liverpool,  as  manufacturers  of 
brewing-sugars.  At  the  end  of  1900  great  alarm  was  caused 
by  the  discovery  that  in  Lancashire  and  elsewhere  large 
quantities  of  beer  had  become  contaminated  with  arsenic, 
and  that  in  consequence  very  serious  sickness  and  many 
deaths  occurred.  Various  inquiries  were  held,  with  the 
result  that  the  contamination  of  the  beer  was  traced  to  the 
brewing- sugars  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  contamination  of 
the  brewing-sugars  was  traced  to  the  sulphuric  acid  made  by 
the  defendants  and  sold  to  the  plaintiffs.  The  consequence 
to  the  plaintiffs  was  the  complete  ruin  of  their  business,  and 
the  question  for  trial  in  this  action  was  whether  for  the  whole 
or  for  what  part  of  the  damage  which  plaintiffs  had  sustained 
they  were  entitled  to  hold  the  defendants  responsible. 


In  their  statement  of  claim  plaintiffs  stated,  he  said,  that 
Since  the  issue  of  the  writ  an  order  was  made  on  February  18, 
1901,  for  the  compulsory  windiDg-up  of  the  plaintiffs'  company, 
and  Mr.  Hassal],  one  of  the  liquidators,  was  ordered  to  have  the 
conduct  of  the  action.  For  some  time  down  to  February,  1900, 
the  defendants,  plaintiffs  alleged,  had  been  making  acid  from 
pyrites,  which  were  liable  to  contain  arsenic  in  considerable 
quantities,  and  supplying  it  to  plaintiffs  after  extracting  the 
arsenic  in  substitution  for  acid  made  from  brimstone  On 
January  29,  1900,  the  defendants,  under  the  last  contract  made 
with  plaintiffs,  agreed  to  supply  to  the  plaintiffs  a  pure  commer- 
cial sulphuric  acid  made  from  brimstone  as  previously  supplied  in 
quantities  as  required  by  plaintiffs  for  use  during  1900,  and  under 
the  contract  in  March,  1900,  the  defendants  knowingly,  wrong- 
fully, and  in  breach  of  the  contract  supplied  to  the  plaintiffs  acid 
made  from  pyrites  and  containing  arsenic  in  such  considerable 
quantities  as  to  render  it  wholly  unfit  for  any  purpose  for  which 
brimstone  acid  was  used.  Such  acid  was  supplied  by  the 
defendants  without  anything  being  said  as  to  any  difference  in 
price  or  quality  from  that  supplied  previously,  and  the  plaintiffs 
used  it  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  business  in  the  manufacture 
of  sugar  which  they  sold  to  brewers  for  use  in  brewing.  By 
reason  of  the  sulphuric  acid  so  supplied  containing  arsenic  the 
brewing-sugar  was  rendered  poisonous  and  unfit  for  use,  and 
plaintiffs  suffered  great  damage,  resulting  in  the  destruction  of 
their  whole  business  and  in  the  loss  of  the  brewing- sugars  so 
made,  and  in  their  becoming  liable  to  their  customers  for  very 
large  sums  in  respect  of  the  price  of  the  sugars  so  made  and  sold 
to  them,  and  the  damage  suffered  by  them  in  respect  of  their 
having  to  destroy  the  beer  brewed.  Plaintiffs  in  their  particulars 
of  damages  claimed  41,214?.  for  estimated  loss  on  realisation  of 
land,  buildings,  and  plant;  60,085Z.  loss  of  goodwill;  9,O0OZ. 
estimated  loss  on  realisation  of  stock-in-trade  ;  and  185,000/.  for 
estimated  brewers'  claims  against  them.  Alternatively  they 
claimed  damages  for  alleged  breach  of  warranty  as  to  the  quality 
of  the  acid  supplied. 

The  defendants,  in  their  reply,  denied  that  they  Inew  that  the 
sulphuric  acid  which  they  supplied  up  to  November,  1900,  would 
or  might  be  used  by  the  plaintiffs  in  the  manufacture  of  brewing- 
sugars.  They  also  denied  that  they  represented  the  acid  to  be 
pure  commercial  acid  made  from  brimstone,  or  that  the  plaintiffs 
relied  on  any  such  representation.  They  admitted  that  on  Janu- 
ary 20,  1900,  they  agreed  to  supply  the  plaintiffs  all  the  acids 
known  commercially  as  B.O.V.  which  they  might  require  for  use 
in  1900,  and  they  relied  on  the  terms  of  the  contract.  They 
admitted  that  under  the  contract  they  supplied  sulphuric  acid 
made  from  pyrites  and  that  a  portion  contained  arsenic,  but  they 
did  not  admit  that  by  reason  of  acid  so  supplied  plaintiffs  had 
thereby  suffered  any  damage.  They  further  said  that  if  plaintiffs 
had  suffered  any  damage  it  was  not  caused  by  any  act  or  default 
of  theirs  for  which  they  could  be  made  responsible.  Further, 
the  plaintiffs,  they  said,  were  not  at  the  time  carrying  on  a  pro- 
fitable business  as  sugar-refiners,  and  that  the  liquidation  of  the 
company  was  not  caused  by  any  of  the  acts  alleged.  Defendants 
also  said  that  the  damage  claimed  was  too  remote,  and  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  aware  that  the  sulphuiic  acid  supplied  by  the 
defendants  might  contain  arsenic,  and  that  the  damage  was 
caused  or  contributed  to  wholly  by  the  negligence  of  the  plain- 
tiffs in  not  informing  the  defendants,  who  were  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  the  acid  was  to  be  used  in  manufacturing  articles  for 
human  consumption,  and,  further,  in  not  examining  and  test'ng 
the  acid  before  using  it.  They  also  said  that  the  damage  was 
caused  and  contributed  to  by  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiffs' 
customers  in  not  analysing  the  acid  to  see  whether  it  was  pure 
and  fit  to  be  used  in  food  stuffs  for  human  consumption.  The 
defendants  denied  giving  any  warranty,  as  alleged,  and  that  the 
plaintiffs  relied  on  any  such  warranty  ;  and  they  denied  that  they 
knew  the  particular  purpose  for  which  the  acid  was  required  by 
the  plaintiffs.  They  said  that  plaintiffs  bought  the  acid  from 
them  by  description  as  B.O.V.,  and  that  the  acid  supplied 
corresponded  with  that  description  both  in  fact  and  according 
to  the  usage  of  the  trade. 

Mr.  Russell,  continuing,  stated  that  the  dealings  between 
the  paities  began  many  years  prior  to  1900,  and  it  was 
common  ground  between  the  parties  that  until  March,  1900, 
the  sulphuric  acid  which  had  been  supplied  by  the  defendants 
to  the  plaintiffs  in  quantities  varying  from  300  to  400  tons 
per  annum  had  been  entirely  free  from  arsenic.  The  cas3 
for  the  plaintiffs  was  that  they  were  by  contract,  and  the 
course  of  dealing  between  them  and  the  defendants  entitled 
to  be  supplied  with  sulphuric  acid  which  was  entirely  or 
commercially  free  from  arsenic,  and  that  the  supply  of 
sulphuric  acid  contaminated  with  arsenious  acid  was  a 
breach  of  the  obligations  which  the  defendants  were  under 
to  the  plaintiffs.    The  hearing  was  adjourned. 

Mr.  Russell,  continued  his  address  on  Wednesday,  de- 
scribing the  arsenical-beer  scare  of  a  year  or  two  ago,  and 
several  legal  actions  which  had  arisen  from  it.    After  he 
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closed,  several  witnesses  were  called,  and  the  hearing  was 
again  adjourned.  The  case  is  expected  to  last  well  into  the 
coming  week,  there  being  aboui  thirty  witnesses  to  be 
called  for  the  defendants  alone. 

Fels  v.  Hodgson  &  Simpson. 

This  case  came  before  Mr.  Justice  Buckley  in  the  High  Court 
of  Justice  on  Monday,  January  11.  Mr.  Wygatt,  for  the 
plaintiffs,  said  the  action  was  to  restrain  infringement  of  a 
trade-label,  and  was  brought  against  wholesale  dealers.  An 
action  had  been  brought  agaiust  retailers  upon  exactly  the 
same  label,  and  the  evidence  in  the  present  case  would  be 
practically  the  same.  In  the  action  against  retailers,  plain- 
tiffs had  failed  both  in  the  Lower  Court  and  in  the  Court  of 
Appeal.  An  appeal  to  the  House  of  Lords  was  now  under 
consideration.  Ia  the  circumstances  he  did  not  think 
it  would  be  right  to  trouble  the  Court  with  this  action.  Mr. 
Sebastian  appeared  for  the  defendants.  After  some  dis- 
cussion, his  Lotdship  said  the  proper  course  would  be  to 
dismiss  the  action  with  costs,  leaving  the  plaintiffs  open  to 
appeal  if  the  House  of  Lords  took  a  different  view  from  that 
taken  hitherto  with  regard  to  the  last  case. 


Pharmacy  Act,  1868. 

At  the  Bradford  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  January  12, 
before  Juige  Bompas,  K.C.,  William  Ullathorne,  assistant  to 
George  Brook  Parker,  chemist  and  druggist,  Bradford  and 
Cleckheaton,  was  sued  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  for 
penalties  in  respect  of  two  sales  of  scheduled  poison.  Mr. 
Beldon  represented  the  Society,  and  the  defendant  pleaded 
his  own  cause. 

Mr.  Beldon  said  the  defendant  committed  a  similar  offence 
in  March,  1902,  when  he  or  his  master  paid  the  penalty 
without  the  matter  coming  into  court.  Mr.  Parker  had 
three  shops,  and  the  defendant  was  in  the  Cleckheaton  one. 
At  each  of  these  shops  Parker  kept  an  unqualified  assistant, 
and  each  had  committed  an  offence  in  the  sale  of  scheduled 
poisons  to  a  recognised  agent  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
and  applications  had  been  made  for  penalties.  In  the  other 
two  cases  the  penalties  had  been  paid.  He  did  not  know  for 
what  reason  it  was  that  Ullathorne's  case  had  not  been  dealt 
with  in  the  same  way  as  the  rest,  but  he  outlined  the 
nature  of  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution. 

In  answer  to  the  Judge,  defendant  stated  that  he  did 
not  intend  selliDg  the  poison  and  did  not  think  he  had  sold 
it.  He  thought  he  had  given  it  willingly.  He  did  not 
think  he  had  done  anything  wrong  in  either  case.  He  had 
not  made  a  practice  of  selling  laudanum,  though  it  was  in 
the  shop. 

Mr.  Harry  Moon,  clerk  to  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  deposed  to  the  infliction  of  the  previous 
penalty,  and  the  payment  of  penalties  by  two  other  assis- 
tants of  Parker. 

Arthur  Foulds,  Manchester,  deposed  to  visiting  Parker's 
shop  in  Cleckheaton  on  September  24,  and  finding  the 
defendant  in  the  shop  alone.  He  asked  for  1  oz.  of  sweet 
nitre,  and  asked  how  much  it  was.  The  defendant  said  it 
was  3-g-rZ.  He  then  asked  for  twopennyworth  of  laudanum, 
and  asked  him  how  much  that  was  with  the  bottle,  and 
the  defendant  replied  that  it  was  2%d ,  and  61.  altogether, 
and  added,  "  But  I  will  charge  you  61.  for  the  sweet  nitre 
and  give  you  the  laudanum."  On  Tuesday,  October  13,  he 
visited  the  shop  again. 

The  defendant,  being  asked  by  the  Judge  what  he  had  to 
say  in  his  defence,  replied  that  he  had  nothing  to  say,  but 
that  he  could  not  pay  the  penalties  and  there  was  no  sign 
of  his  master  intending  to  do  so. 

Judge  Bompas,  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Beldon,  made  an 
order  for  payment  in  one  sum,  and,  to  facilitate  proceedings 
for  recovery  of  the  money,  made  a  special  endorsement 
upon  the  order  that  it  was  for  penalties. 

Medical  Acts. 

An  Unregistered  Practitioner. 
At  the  West  London  Police  Court  on  Thursday,  before  Mr. 
Rose,  James  C.  Ady,  of  95  Wardo  Avenue,  Fulham,  was 
summoned  for  pretending  to  be  and  using  the  name,  title, 
and  description,  "Doctor,  L  R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.  Edin.,  1878," 


he  being  unregistered.  Mr.  Bodkin,  who  prosecuted  on 
behalf  of  the  Medical  Defence  Union,  said  the  defendant 
was  holding  Edinburgh  degrees  from  1878  to  1896.  In  the 
latter  year  he  was  struck  off  the  register.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  convicted  with  another  man  of  procuring  abortion, 
and  sent  to  seven  years'  penal  servitude.  He  was  released 
last  April.  He  was  visited  by  the  police  and  found  to  be 
practising  as  a  medical  practitioner,  and  a  communication  was 
made  to  the  Medical  Defence  Union.  Two  clerks  were  sent 
in  November  last  and  received  treatment  from  the  defendant. 
Pamphlets  lying  about  in  the  surgery  bore  the  name  of  Dr. 
Ady,  L  R CP.,  L.R.C.S. Edin.  by  examination,  1878  Certifi- 
cates were  obtained  by  the  clerks,  so  that  they  might 
declare  on  their  clubs  for  sick  pay,  and  defendant  then 
signed  himself  as  Dr.  Ady,  L.R.C.P.,  L  R.C.S.  The  place 
was  described  as  the  Institute  of  Eclectic  Medicine.  On 
one  of  the  cards  in  the  windows,  describing  the  diseases  and 
complaints  that  were  treated  in  the  institute,  there  were  the 
following  abbreviations,  "Ex  Med.  Reg.  L.M.E.,  &c,"  and 
that  came  after  the  qualifications.  There  were  also  plates 
on  the  door  and  railing  with  qualifications  on  them. 
Evidence  in  corroboration  having  been  given,  Mr.  Overend, 
for  the  defence,  submitted  that  defendant  had  not  committed 
an  offence,  and  argued  that,  being  qualified  to  act  as  a 
medical  man,  he  was  not  bound  to  register  himself.  And  by 
having  the  words  "Ex  Med.  Reg."  on  the  card  in  the 
window,  it  was  proof  that  he  had  no  intention  of  imposing 
on  anyone.  Mr.  Rose  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  defendant 
had  used  the  letters  representing  various  qualifications,  and 
the  only  question  was  what  implication  could  be  deduced  from 
them.  He  could  not  think  that  anyone,  seeing  these  small 
letters  written  in  that  way,  and  after  observing  the  large 
ones  expressing  the  qualifications,  would  suppose  he  had 
ceased  to  be  a  duly  qualified  practitioner.  Defendant  was 
then  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  20/.,  and  10/.  10.<  costs. 


Dentists  Act. 

One-Man  Companies. 

At  Bow  Street  Police  Court,  on  Friday,  January  8,  before 
Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  John  Panhans,  60  Gower  Street,  W.C., 
appeared  on  three  adjourned  summonses  charging  him 
with  using  a  description  wrongfully  implying  that  he  was 
a  person  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry.  Mr.  Turner 
prosecuted  on  behalf  of  the  British  Dental  Association,  and 
Mr.  Brandon  was  for  the  defendant. 

Mr.  Panhans  registered  a  company  under  the  style  of  the 
"  West  Central  Dental  Institute  (Limited)  "  ;  and  a  brass  plate 
bearing  those  words  wasaffixed  to  the  entrance  to  No.  60  Gower 
Street.  The  same  words  appeared  in  an  advertisement  in  a 
German  paper  printed  in  London,  advising  the  public  to  gc 
to  the  institute  for  new  teeth  and  stoppings  for  old  ones.  It 
was  contended  that  this  was  an  infringement  of  the  Dentists 
Act,  Mr.  Panhans,  apparently  the  only  man  who  engaged  in 
dental  work  at  the  institute,  being  unqualified  and  un- 
registered. For  the  defence  it  was  urged  that  Mr.  Panhans 
had  qualified  abroad,  and  told  all  his  customers  that  he  was 
not  registered  in  England.  Another  pioint  urged  on  his 
behalf  was  that  a  company  cannot  be  "  mistaken  for  a 
person  specially  qualified  to  practise  dentistry." 

After  reviewing  the  facts  of  the  case  as  related  to  him  at 
the  first  hearing,  when  a  copy  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  containing  the  Dublin  High  Court  decision  was 
given  to  him  (see  C.  D.,  December  19,  page  999),  Mr. 
Fenwick  said  the  advertisement  and  door-plate  at  60  Gower 
Street  clearly  implied  that  the  persons  who  practised 
dentistry  at  those  premises  were  properly  qualified  under 
the  Act.  No  other  impression  could  be  left  on  the  mind  of 
an  ordinary  person  looking  at  the  door-plate  or  reading  the 
advertisement,  and  no  other  inference  could  be  drawn. 
Mr.  Panhans  was  the  only  person  who  practised  dentistry  on 
the  premises,  and  it  was  admitted  that  he  was  not  qualified. 
It  had  been  stated  that  he  was  qualified  to  practise  abroad, 
but  he  had  not  thought  fit  to  go  into  the  box  and  give  an 
account  of  himself.  He  (Mr.  Fenwick)  quite  agreed  with 
the  contention  that  a  company  could  be  a  qualified  person. 
Mr.  Panhan?  had  formed  the  Company,  of  which  he  was  the 
sole  director,  in  order  to  evade  the  Act.  Of  course,  he  had 
a  right  to  do  so  if  he  could,  but  he  had  not  succeeded. 
What  he  had  done  was  clea      within  the  mischief  aimed  at 
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by  the  Act,  and  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  he  had  in 
substance  committed  the  offence  mentioned  in  the  summons. 
He  must,  therefore,  pay  a  fine  of  101.,  and  31.  3s.  costs. 

Mr.  Turner  pointed  out  that  Mr.  Panhans  had  been  fined 
on  two  previous  occasions,  and  in  this  instance  the  expense 
incurred  by  those  responsible  for  the  prosecution  had  been 
very  great. 

Mr.  Fenwick  said  he  would  reduce  the  fine  and  the  first 
summons  to  8^.  8s.,  and  increase  the  costs  to  51.  5s.  On 
each  of  the  other  summonses  he  must  pay  2s.  and  2s.  costs, 
or  14Z.  Is  in  all. 

In  answer  to  Mr.  Brandon,  the  Magistrate  said  he  would 
grant  a  case  if  one  were  applied  for. 


Fertiliser  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act. 

Deficient  in  Phosphates. 

At  Market  W  ighton,  on  January  6,  the  Bast  Riding  County 
Council  summoned  the  Goole  Tillage  Company  for  having 
sold  certain  manure  to  a  Londesborough  agriculturist  with 
a  guarantee  that  it  contained  1§  per  cent,  ammonia  and 
60  per  cent,  phosphates,  whereas  Dr.  Voelcker,  the  county 
analyst,  certified  that  it  contained  only  49  40  per  cent,  of 
phosphates.  On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  A.  Sibson,  analyst, 
London,  certified  that  the  manure  contained  over  60  per 
cent,  of  phosphates,  and  Dr.  Thorpe,  of  Somerset  House,  found 
55  per  cent,  phosphates.  Dr.  Voelcker  stated  that  it  was 
adulterated  with  added  gypsum.  After  prolonged  legal 
arguments,  the  Bench  fined  the  defendants  2,1.  and  costs. 


Merchandise- marks  Act. 

Adulterated  Soda  Crystals. 
At  the  Mansion  House  on  Friday,  January  8,  Messrs. 
Burgoyne  &  Co.,  18  Billiter  Street,  B.C.  (a  firm  having  no 
connection  whatever  with  Messrs.  Burgoyne,  Burbidges  & 
Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Coleman  Street,  E.C.),  were 
summoned  before  the  Lord  Mayor  upon  twelve  summonses 
charging  them  with  unlawfully  applying  certain  false  trade- 
descriptions  to  soda  crystals,  with  selling  the  article  with  a 
false  trade-description,  and  also  with  applying  marks  to  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  infringe  the  trade-marks  of  Messrs. 
Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  Mr.  A.  Langridge,  on  behalf  of  the 
defendants,  pleaded  guilty  to  unlawfully  applying  and 
selling  soda  crystals  with  the  false  trade-description,  and 
consented  to  the  case  being  dealt  with  summarily. 

Mr.  D.  M.  Kerly,  on  behalf  of  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  & 
Co.  (Limited),  said  the  case  was  one  of  considerable 
importance,  because  it  related  to  the  question  whether  a 
preparation  called  soda  crystals,  but  which  was  not  soda 
crystals  at  all,  could  be  honestly  sold  under  that  description. 
Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  had  ascertained  that  enormous 
quantities  of  this  stuff  had  been  imported  into  this  country, 
and  had  got  into  a  good  many  hands.  The  publicity  given 
to  that  case  would  no  doubt  assist  people  with  honest 
intentions,  who  would  be  otherwise  passing  off  this  material 
on  the  public.  He  called  the  Lord  Mayors  attention  to  the 
Merchandise-marks  Act  of  1887,  Section  2,  Sub-sections  1, 2,  &3, 
which  related  to  the  application  of  a  false  trade-description, 
and  Sub- section  4  provided  that  the  Court  before  whom  any 
person  was  convicted  might  order  any  forfeited  articles 
(there  was  power  as  to  forfeiture)  to  be  destroyed  or  other- 
wise dealt  with.  The  goods  in  this  case  were  what  were 
known  as  soda  crystals — -the  washing  soda  of  commerce. 
Soda  crystals  consisted  properly  of  carbonate  of  soda  with 
the  water  of  crystallisation,  but  in  the  preparation  of  the 
soda  crystals,  for  the  convenience  of  manufacture,  and 
in  order  to  make  the  crystals  less  sticky  so  that  they  might 
be  crushed  and  put  into  the  drying-machine  more  con- 
veniently, a  very  small  percentage,  which  in  honest  manu- 
facture was  never  more  than  2  per  cent.,  and  in  the  case  of 
Mes>rs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  1  per  cent.,  of  sulphate  of  soda 
was  added  to  the  crystals.  A  practice  had  grown  up, 
unfortunately,  of  adulterating  soda  crystals  with  sulphate  of 
soda.  The  obvious  advantage  of  this  was  that  carbonate  of 
soda  cost  about  M.  10s.  a  ton,  and  the  sulphate  only  11.  16s 
It  had  been  discovered  that  a  number  of  manufacturers  had 
been  putting  on  the  market  what  was  described  in  some  of 
the  books  as  sulphate  of  soda,  made  up  in  soda  crystals  form. 
Sulphate  of  soda  was  known  as  Glauber's  salts.  In  some  cases 


Glauber's- salt  crystals  were  mixed  with  theitrue  soda  crystals. 
Having  dealt  with  the  chemical  aspect  of  the  case,  Mr.  Kerly 
said  the  advantage  of  "  carrying  on  this  game "  to  the 
manufacturer  was  that  it  enabled  him  to  sell  the  article  at 
a  considerable  reduction,  although  it  was  practically  useless 
to  the  purchaser.  Messrs.  Burgoyne  &  Co.,  who  had  only 
recently  entered  into  business,  had  been  sending  out  to  the 
trade  letters,  one  of  which  got  into  the  hands  of  Mr.  Drake, 
a  retail  dealer,  of  61  Copenhagen  Street,  soliciting  a  trial 
order  for  soda  crystals,  packed  in  1-cwt.  or  2  cwo.  bags,  and 
clearly  marked  •'  B.  M.  &  Co."  The  only  "  B.  M  &  Co.," 
said  Mr.  Kerly,  were  Messrs.  Brunner,  Jflond  &  Co  The 
price  the  goods  were  offered  at  was  60s.  per  ton,  the  real 
stuff  being  62s.  The  letter  said,  "  The  War  Office  and 
Admiralty  use  our  soda,  which  has  passed  their  tests 
satisfactorily."  This  statement  was  false.  Mr.  Drake 
ordered  a  ton,  which  he  sent  to  the  prosecutors,  and  on 
analysis  it  was  found  to  contain  only  9  to  10  per  cent,  of 
carbonate  of  soda,  and  no  less  than  91  per  cent,  of  the 
useless  Glauber's  salts.  In  these  circumstances  Messrs. 
Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  had  no  option  but  to  bring  the  matter 
into  court.  In  view  of  the  plea  of  guilty,  it  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  call  any  evidence,  but  he  should  like  to 
put  Mr.  Salamon  in  the  box,  so  that  it  might  go  forth  to  the 
public  what  soda  crystals  really  were. 

Mr.  Alfred  Gordon  Salamon,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,  said  com- 
mercially "  soda  crystals "  meant  carbonate  of  soda  with 
water  of  crystallisation,  and  went  on  to  describe  the  process  of 
manufacture.  Impurities  never  exceed  2  percent.  He  bought 
soda  crystals  from  the  A  my  and  Navy  Stores,  and  found  it 
to  contain  1  pet  cent  of  sulphate.  That  imported,  he  Sdid, 
consisted  essentially  of  sulphate  of  soda,  which  was  neces- 
sary to  the  manufacture,  but  was  of  no  value  10  the 
purchaser,  and  if  exaggerated  in  quality  would  have  a 
contrary  effect  and  impair  the  action  of  the  soda.  The 
sample  submitted  to  him  was  a  gross  adulteration,  and  of 
course  could  be  sold  at  a  much  cheaper  rate. 

Cross-examined,  the  witness  said  in  earlier  days  there 
was  in  some  cases  a  much  larger  amount  of  sulphate  than 
2  per  cent,  present,  but  that  was  only  in  "mock" 
soda  crystals.  He  stated  that  thirty  years  ago  ad- 
mixture of  sulphate  of  soda  and  Glauber's  salts  was 
described  in  text-books  as  fraudulent,  and  produced  Lunge's 
statement  to  that  effect.  He  did  not  admit  that  soda 
crystals  had  been  a  bone  of  contention,  but  it  was  a  channel 
for  fraud,  housewives  and  laundrywomen  being  the  chief 
sufferers. 

The  Lord  Mayor  intimated  that  he  should  require  no 
further  evidence. 

Mr.  Kerly  stated  that,  as  his  clients'  object  had  practically 
been  attained,  he  would  not  proceed  with  six  other  sum- 
monses. 

Mr.  Langridge  said  his  client,  Mr.  Burgoyne,  was  a  young 
man  who  had  only  been  in  business  in  a  small  way  since 
the  early  part  of  May  last.  The  soda  was  imported  from 
Belgium,  and  was  paid  for  by  Mr.  Burgoyne  on  the  repre- 
sentation of  the  seller  that  it  contained  80  to  85  per  cent, 
of  carbonate  of  soda.  It  was  delivered  to  him  from  the 
wharf,  and  he  sold  it  in  the  belief  that  it  was  what  it  pur- 
ported to  be.  No  one  was  more  astonished  than  he  when  he 
learnt  otherwise,  and,  although  he  was  in  this  unfortunate 
position  through  no  fault  of  his  own,  he  did  not  feel  justified 
in  setting  up  any  defence.  The  defendant  had  ceased 
selling  the  article,  and  he  appealed  for  a  lenient  fine  only. 

Mr.  Kerly  applied  for  the  destruction  of  three  or  four  tons 
of  the  stuff  in  possession  of  the  firm.  He  had  learned 
from  the  Customs,  that,  since  these  proceedings,  50  tons  of 
the  stuff  had  been  imported  by  the  firm. 

Mr.  Douglas  (Chief  Clerk)  :  The  Lord  Mayor  can  only  make 
the  order  with  respect  to  the  offence  committed. 

The  Lord  Mayor :  It  seems  that  it  may  be  sold  as  some 
other  substance  1 

Mr.  Langridge  :  Oh  yes,  as  Glauber's  salts. 

Mr.  Kerly  said  he  would  not  press  the  application  as  to 
the  50  tons,  but  if  the  substance  were  sold  as  soda  crystals 
further  proceedings  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  LaDgridge  opposed  the  application  for  the  destruction 
of  the  three  or  four  tons.  It  was  a  pity,  he  said,  that  an 
article  of  merchandise  should  be  destroyed  merely  because 
an  offence  had  been  inadvertently  committed. 

The  Lord  Mayor  declined  to  make  an  order  for  its 
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destruction.  In  most  of  these  cases  it  was  urged,  he  said, 
that  the  importers  here  had  been  deceived  by  the  foreign 
exporter ;  but  he  did  not  think  those  statements  were  per- 
fectly correct.  Had  the  defendants  taken  the  trou  de  to 
analyse  the  substance,  they  would  soon  have  found  out  the 
fraud  they  said  had  been  perpetrated  upon  them.  As  the 
prosecution  did  not  press  for  heavy  penalties  he  should 
impose  a  fine  of  51.  only  on  each  of  the  six  summonses — 301. 
in  all.  As  to  the  destruction  of  the  soda,  it  was  not  like  an 
article  of  food,  and  the  prosecution  should  be  satisfied  with 
the  undertaking  that  the  defendants  would  not  sell  the  sub- 
stance as  soda  crystals,  but  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Langridge  appealed  for  a  mitigation  of  the  fines. 

The  Lord  Mayor  said  he  could  not  alter  his  decision.  He 
might  have  fined  the  defendant  20/.  upon  each  of  the  twelve 
summonses  if  the  six  other  summonses  had  been  proved,  and 
he  could  also  have  ordered  the  destruction  of  the  substance. 
A  man  should  not  go  into  business  unless  he  ascertained  or 
knew  something  about  the  articles  in  which  he  dealt,  and 
in  this  case  it  would  have  been  a  very  simple  matter  for  this 
young  man  to  have  ascertained  for  himself  of  what  this 
substance  consisted. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Cod-liver  Oil. 
At  the  Thames  Police  Court  on  Friday,  January  8,  before 
Mr.  Dickinson,  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  the  prosecution, 
at  the  instance  of  the  Poplar  Borough  Council,  against 
Charles  Clement  Reecp,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Messrs. 
Squire  (Limited),  217  East  India  Dock  Road,  Poplar,  came 
up  for  hearing.  The  defendant  was  cha'ged  with  selling  as 
cod-liver  oil  an  article  which,  on  analysis  by  the  analyst  of 
the  prosecuting  authority,  was  found  to  be  adulterated  with 
fish-liver  oil  other  than  that  of  the  cod.  At  the  previous 
hearing  (a  report  of  which  was  given  on  page  977  of  the 
C.  D.,  December  12,  1903)  the  Magistrate  adjourned  the 
case,  at  the  request  of  the  defendant's  legal  representative, 
to  enable  the  Principal  of  the  Government  Laboratory  to 
analyse  and  submit  a  certificate  on  the  third  portion  of  the 
sample  in  dispute.  Mr.  Young,  solicitor,  prosecuted  on 
behalf  of  the  Council.  Mr.  Bonsey,  barrister  (instructed  by 
Messrs.  A.  R.  &  H.  Steele,  21  College  Hill,  Cannon  Street), 
conducted  the  defence. 

Mr.  Young,  in  resuming  the  case,  reminded  the  Stipendiary 
that  the  summons  was  adjourned  because  the  defendant 
wished  the  sample  to  be  analysed  by  the  experts  at  Somerset 
House.  Their  certificate  made  it  clear  that  the  borough 
inspector  did  not  get  what  he  asked  for  and  what  he  was 
entitled  to  have. 

Mr.  Bonsey  said  he  had  seen  a  copy  of  the  certificate  of 
the  Government  analyst ;  but,  that  notwithstanding,  the  de- 
fendant had  had  a  separate  analysis  made,  and  they  were 
prepared  to  prove  that  he  had  not  committed  an  offence, 
and  that  the  article  sold  to  the  inspector  was  cod-liver  oil. 
The  charge  was  that  it  was  fish  oil  and  not  cod-liver  oil,  and 
the  evidence  of  the  defence  would  show  that  the  article  was 
genuine. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Young,  the  analyst  of  the  Poplar  Borough 
Couacil,  recalled  and  examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey,  said  that  his 
analysis  proved  that  the  article  sold  by  the  defendant  was 
oil  other  than  that  extracted  from  the  cod's  liver.  It  con- 
sisted of  fish-oil,  but  he  could  not  suggest  what  fish-oil  it 
was.  He  could  only  say  that  it  was  liver-oil  other  than  that 
of  the  cod,  and  that  it  was  not  cod-liver  oil  as  defined  by 
the  B.P.  That  might  not  have  been  what  he  stated  in  his 
certificate,  but  it  was  what  he  meant  and  what  he  had 
found.  He  further  added  that  he  had  examined  many 
samples  of  cod-liver  oil,  but  had  never  found  one  sold  as 
cod-liver  oil  that  failed  to  answer  the  tests  laid  down  by 
the  B.P.  The  sp.  gr.,  saponification-equivalent,  iodine, 
Maumene's,  and  colour  tests  laid  down  by  Dr.  Thorpe  for 
cod-liver  oil  in  his  Dictionary  witness  regarded  as  coming 
within  the  limits  of  and  quite  consistent  with  genuine  cod- 
liver  oil,  with  the  qualifications  that  the  saponification- 
equivalent  was  not  mentioned  in  the  B.P.  and  that  the 
iodine- figure  was  rather  low.  The  sulphuric-acid  colour-test 
of  genuine  cod-liver  oil  corresponded  with  that  of  Dr.  Thorpe. 
He  should  not  condemn  a  sample  of  cod-liver  oil  on  the 
nitro- sulphuric  acid  colour- test  alone.    The  main  reason  he 


had  for  condemning  the  sample  in  question  was  that  the 
freezing  test  was  not  answered. 

Witness  was  further  cross-examined  on  this  point,  Mr. 
Bonsey  also  asking  :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the  cooling  test  is 
not  given  by  Dr.  fhorpe  in  his  book  ?  — Witness  :  That  may 
be,  because  Dr.  Thorpe  had  not  the  knowledge  Dr.  AttfiVld 
had  when  the  new  edition  of  the  B.P.  was  issued.  He  may 
have  issued  his  book  prior  to  1898 

Then, are  there  better  authorities  than  theB.P.  ? — Witness: 
Not  on  the  matter  of  drugs. 

I  find  in  the  "  Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  " 
for  December  31,  an  article  [Mr.  Mann's  article  repented 
from  the  C.  $  D.~\  which  has  a  table  giving  the  results  of 
the  examination  of  cod-liver  and  other  oils,  showing  that  the 
sulphuric-acid  test  given  in  the  B.P.  is  by  no  mean>  reliable. 
— Witness  :  Yes  ;  my  experience  would  enable  me  to  say 
that. 

I  suppose  you  recognise  as  an  authority  on  thp  subject 
Dr.  Glazebrook  ? — Witness :  I  never  heard  of  him  as  an 
analytical  chemist. 

Do  you  not  know  he  is  an  eminent  scientific  man  1 — Wit- 
ness :  I  do  not  know  him  as  a  scientific  man. 

Then  you  say  that  because  the  sample  doe.*  not  conform  to 
the  requirements  of  the  B.P.  it  is  not  cod-liver  oil '.' — Wit- 
ness :  Yes. 

This  closed  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution. 

THE  DEFENCE. 

Mr.  Bonsey,  in  opening  the  case  for  the  defence,  said  Mr. 
Reece  had  several  chemist  shops  in  London  and  in  the 
suburbs.  Whatever  anyone's  opinions  of  the  merits  of  the 
present  case  might  be,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  in  he 
transaction  on  which  the  case  against  him  was  founded,  he 
acted  in  the  strictest  bond-fid/'  manner.  He  purchased  the 
oil  in  question  under  a  contract  with  a  very  well-known  nrm 
of  exporters,  who  undertook  to  supply  him  with  Norwegian 
cod-liver  oil.  He  sold  the  oil  in  the  same  state  as  when  he 
purchased  it.  The  price  at  which  he  sold  it  might  have  led 
the  prosecutor  to  have  some  doubt  as  to  its  genuineness.  The 
price  of  cod-liver  oil  had  recently  very  much  increased,  and 
was  now  four  times  what  it  was  when  Mr.  Reece  purchased. 
He  bought  five  barrels  in  1902  to  be  delivered  at  different 
times.  In  view  of  the  increase  which  had  since  taken  pi  .ce 
in  the  price,  Mr.  Reece  sold  it  at  a  rate  which  left  him  a  fair 
profit,  but  which  might  have  misled  the  prosecution  With 
regard  to  the  B.P.  definition,  he  thought  there  was  some  mis- 
apprehension in  Mr.  Young's  mind  as  to  that  definition.  He 
knew  from  his  own  experience  that  where  they  had  a  com- 
pounded drug,  the  standard  laid  down  was  the  c<>nclu*ive 
one,  and  that  the  ingredients  of  such  a  drug  sold  as  Mich 
must  conform  with  those  mentioned  in  the  B  P.  But  he  had 
never  yet  heard  it  suggested  with  regard  to  a  natural  pro- 
duct, the  ingredients  of  which  were  not  given  in  the  B  P., 
that  the  standard  given  in  the  B.P.  was  the  conclusive 
standard.  This  was  the  contention  put  forward  by  Mr. 
Young  in  this  case,  but  he  thought  it  to  be  erroneous. 

The  Stipendiary  :  There  should  be  no  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  point,  and  Mr.  Young  will  agree  that  if  you  satisfy 
me  that  the  oil  was  cod-liver  oil  only,  and  not  other  fish  oil, 
there  will  be  no  conviction. 

Mr.  Bonsey  replied  that  undue  weight  was  given  to  what 
was  called  the  "B.P.  standard."  He  submitted  with  some 
confidence  that  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  B.P.  omy 
applied  to  compounded  drugs.  There  was  a  case  where  it  was 
held  that  the  B  P.  standard  was  no  standard  at  all.  He 
alluded  to  the  case  where  the  standard  of  vinegar  of  squill 
was  in  dispute.  The  B.P.  actually  gave  the  proportions  of 
the  particular  drugs  which  they  were  to  mix  in  order  to 
produce  vinegar  of  squill,  but  the  Court  decided  otherwise. 
In  the  case  of  Hudson  r.  Bridge  (1903)  67  J.P  186; 
19  T  L  R  369.  it  was  decided  that  before  the  B.P  standard 
was  recognised  it  must  give  the  actual  components  of  the 
drug  in  its  manufactured  or  saleable  condition  It  was  nut 
enough  to  say  that  if  they  mixed  certain  things  in  a  certain 
way  they  would  produce  a  certain  result.  They  must  show 
what  the  particular  constituent  parts  of  that  result  were. 
The  B.P.  did  not  pretend  to  give  the  results  of  an  analy-is 
of  cod-liver  oil.  All  it  did  was  to  give  the  characters  of 
tests  and  suggest  the  methods  by  which  they  could  test  it 
These  tests  were  not  infallible.  In  order  that  i  •  might  e 
made  perfectly  clear  that  the  defendant  had  not  committ  d 


80 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


January  16,  1904 


an  offence,  and  that  even  a  public  analyst  could  make  a 
mistake,  they  had  gone  to  the  expense  of  getting  the  best 
advice  on  the  matter.  There  was  an  institution  at 
Teddington  called  the  National  Physical  Laboratory,  which 
was  subsidised  by  the  Government,  and  had  for  its  President 
Lord  Rayleigh.  A  sample  of  the  oil  had  been  sent  to  that 
institution,  and  a  gentleman  from  it  who  had  analysed  the 
sample  would  give  evidence  showing  that  it  consisted  of 
cod-liver  oil.  Dr.  Parry,  a  well-known  consulting  chemist 
in  London,  would  give  evidence  to  the  same  effect. 

Mr.  Reece,  the  defendant,  examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey, 
detailed  the  circumstances  under  which  the  oil  was  bought, 
bottled,  and  sent  to  his  various  retail  shops.  The  price  he 
paid  for  it  was  61.  12s  ,  which  was  the  market  value  at  the 
time. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Young,  the  date  of  the  contract 
was  October,  1902,  and  the  last  consignment  he  had  made 
to  him  was  in  April  last.  Asked  if  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society,  he  replied  that  he  was  a  fully 
qualified  chemist  by  examination  of  the  Society,  but  he  was 
not  a  member,  and  did  not  subscribe  to  it.  He  did  not 
apply  a  test  to  the  oil  when  it  reached  him,  as  he  had  every 
confidence  in  the  Arm  from  whom  he  obtained  it,  and 
with  whom  he  had  very  extensive  dealings.  He  did 
not  regard  the  cooling  test  as  a  conclusive  test  for  the  oil, 
because  any  oil  would  set  and  become  cloudy  in  cold 
weather.  Asked  if  it  would  solidify  at  32°  F.,  witness  said 
it  would  get  cloudy.  It  would  not  get  into  a  solid  test 
unless  in  very  cold  weather,  or  when  exposed  to  a  low  tem- 
perature. 

Is  it  not  a  fact  that  if  a  sample  solidifies  at  32°  F.,  which 
is  freezing-point,  it  shows  that  it  is  not  cod-liver  oil  ? 

The  Witness :  I  say  no.  It  may  be  pure  cod-liver  oil 
although  it  freezes. 

The  Magistrate :  Do  you  say  that  this  was  pure  cod-liver 
oil  ? — Witness  :  I  say  it  is. 

Mr.  Paspari,  an  assistant  in  the  National  Physical 
Laboratory,  Teddington,  was  the  next  witness.  Questioned 
by  Mr.  Bonsey,  he  said  he  received  from  the  head  of  his 
department  (Dr.  Carpenter)  a  sample  of  the  oil  in  question, 
and  duly  analysed  it.  In  his  opinion  the  chemical  tests 
which  he  applied  gave  results  in  favour  of  the  sample  being 
regarded  as  cod-liver  oil,  and  not  other  fish  oil.  He  had 
read  Mr.  Young's  certificate,  and  thought  the  results  it 
mentioned  were  also  consistent  with  the  assumption  that 
the  oil  was  genuine.  He  did  not  regard  the  cooling-test  a 
necessary  one  to  ascertain  whether  cod-liver  oil  was  genuine 
or  not,  and  it  was  not  given  by  Dr.  Thorpe  in  the  1900 
edition  of  his  Dictionary.  All  oils  congealed  at  certain 
temperatures,  and  the  fact  that  an  oil  did  not  congeal  at 
32°  F.  did  not,  in  his  opinion,  point  to  its  being  oil  other  than 
that  extracted  from  the  cod's  liver.  It  would  indicate  that 
it  contained  albumen  and  stearin,  which  was  apt  to  separate 
in  cold  weather,  not  being  soluble  at  certain  temperatures. 
Witness  added  that,  whether  in  the  course  of  manufacture 
the  solid  ,fatty  matter  remained  in  or  left  the  oil,  the  fact 
would  remain  that  it  was  pure  cod-liver  oil  and  contained 
no  foreign  matter.  The  tests  he  applied  were  the  most 
modern  and  up  to  date,  and  having  done  so  there  was 
nothing  in  the  result  which  indicated  that  the  sample  was 
not  genuine  cod-liver  oil. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Young,  witness  stated  that  the 
colour-tests  showed  that  it  was  distinct  from  other  fish- 
liver  oils.  He  did  not  apply  the  cooling-tests  because  he 
did  not  regard  the  B.P.  as  an  authority  on  cod-liver  oil.  If 
oil  solidified  at  freezing-point,  this  was  insufficient  to  show 
that  it  was  not  cod-liver  oil,  and  this  test  he  considered 
wholly  irrelevant. 

Be-examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey,  witness  said  that  his  private 
opinion  was  that  the  article  was  pure  cod-liver  oil,  and  the 
fact  that  it  did  not  congeal  at  32°  F.  would  not  indicate  that 
it  was  not  cod-liver  oil. 

Mr.  E.  J.  Parry,  B.Sc,  examined  by  Mr.  Bonsey,  said  he 
had  a  very  extensive  experience  of  the  analysis  of  oils  and 
particularly  of  cod-liver  oil.  He  had  as  many  as  twenty  to 
thirty  and  sometimes  forty  samples  submitted  to  him  each 
week,  and  sampled  and  analysed  oils  for  the  principal  oil 
importers  of  London.  In  fact,  he  sampled  and  analysed 
nearly  all  the  cod-liver  oil  that  came  into  London.  He  ana- 
lysed a  portion  of  the  sample  of  the  cod-liver  oil  in  question, 
obtaining'  it  direct  from  the  National  Physical  Laboratory, 


to  which  defendant  had  sent  his  sample.  He  was  satisfied 
from  the  tests  he  applied  that  the  sample  was  pure  cod-liver 
oil.  There  was  nothing  in  the  certificate  of  the  analyst  of 
the  Poplar  Borough  Council  which  indicated  that  the  oil  was 
not  genuine  with  the  exception  of  one  small  point — viz  ,  he 
thought  that  gentleman  had  made  a  mistake  as  to  the  colour 
action  with  nitro- sulphuric  acid.  If  the  acid  was  allowed  to 
drop  on  to  the  oil  without  stirring,  a  faint  violet  should  be 
observed.  But  it  would  soon  become  rose-pink  if  stirred, 
which  was  the  more  satisfactory  way  of  applying  the  test. 
It  became  a  distinct  rose-red,  and  this  test  he  applied. 
Congealing  at  a  low  temperature  was  common  to  mo^  fish- 
oils.  The  cooling-test  showed  that  the  oil  in  this  instance 
was  what  was  known  as  a  congealable  cod-liver  oil — one 
that  had  not  been  prepared  at  quite  a  low  enough 
temperature.  The  sample  was  pure  and  without  the  least 
foreign  ingredient.  More  than  this,  Mr.  Young's  certificate 
had  not  a  suggestion  of  that.  The  refractive  index  of  the 
oil  was  strongly  against  the  presence  of  other  fish-oils. 

Do  you  attach  importance  to  the  refractory  tests  ? 
Witness  :  I  never  omit  that  test  with  cod-liver  oil  as  one  of 
the  most  reliable.  Witness  at  this  point  gave  a  demonstra- 
tion of  the  nitro-sulphuric  acid  test.  The  oil  with  the  first 
drop  of  the  acid  was  violet  in  colour,  but  on  being  vigorously 
stirred  showed  a  rose-red  colour. 

Cross-examined  by  Mr.  Young,  witness  was  asked  whether 
he  regarded  the  sulphuric-acid  test  as  a  satisfactory  one. 
He  replied  that  he  did  not  consider  any  of  the  acid-tests 
satisfactory.  He  submitted  the  sample  to  the  cooling- test, 
and  found  that  a1;  a  temperature  of  32°  F.  the  solid  fat 
separated,  but  this  did  not  form  the  slightest  indication 
that  the  sample  was  not  genuine  cod-liver  oil. 

I  put  it  to  you  that  as  the  fatty  matter  solidified  at  32°  F. 
the  oil  was  not  pure  1  Witness  :  And  I  say  distinctly  that  I 
do  not  agree  with  you. 

The  Magistrate  :  You  say  this  is  pure  cod-liver  oil,  and 
that  it  is  only  derived  from  cods' livers?  Witness:  I  feel 
absolutely  positive  about  that. 

The  Stipendiary  suggeited  that  there  should  be  a  further 
adjournment  in  order  to  have  the  two  Government  analysts 
present  and  know  their  reasons  for  issuing  the  certificate 
they  did  that  the  sample  of  oil  submitted  to  them  was  fish- 
liver  oil  other  than  that  extracted  from  the  cod.  They  said 
it  was  impossible  to  say  the  extent  to  which  the  liver-oil  was 
present,  but  that  fish-liver  oil  was  there.  The  question  was 
how  they  came  to  that  conclusion  1 

A  question  arose  as  to  which  side  would  bear  the  expense 
of  bringing  the  Government  analysts  to  court.  The 
Stipendiary  said  that  ultimately  it  would  be  left  to  him  to 
decide  as  to  the  expenses. 

The  Stipendiary,  after  further  discussion,  said  he  would 
decide  the  case  at  once,  and  do  so  upon  the  certificate 
issued  from  the  Government  laboratory,  which  said  that  the 
analysts  there  were  of  opinion  that  the  sample  in  question 
was  not  pure  cod-liver  oil.  On  that  certificate  there  must 
be  a  conviction.  Having  said  that  he  was  now  able  to  say 
what  he  should  have  said  at  the  very  beginning,  that  the 
case  had  from  its  very  commencement  been  too  academic  in 
its  character,  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  oil  was  cod-liver 
oil  to  all  intents  and  purposes.  The  Government  chemists, 
however,  by  their  tests  found  there  was  something  else  in  it. 
He  did  not  think  it  was  necessary  to  convict  in  this  case. 
He  should  not  have  done  so  from  the  very  commencement. 
Under  Section  60  of  the  Summary  Jurisdiction  Act  he  would 
not  proceed  to  a  conviction,  but  would  dismiss  the  case  with 
three  guineas  costs  for  the  prosecution. 

Lime-water. 

Before  Mr.  Baggallay,  at  the  Greenwich  Police  Court,  on 
January  12,  Mr.  Charles  Garrett  Willsher,  chemist  and 
druggist,  70  Perry  Vale,  Forest  Hill,  was  charged  with 
selling  lime-water  containing  171  per  cent,  more  lime  than 
the  B.P.  requires. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Kirby  (Neve,  Beck  &  Kirby),  on  defendant's 
behalf,  urged  the  Magistrate  to  dismiss  the  case  on  payment 
of  the  court  costs.  He  stated  that  the  offence  was  of  the 
most  technical  description.  The  defendant  had  made  the 
lime-water  by  the  B.P.  method,  but  recognising  how  prone 
it  was  to  lose  strength  through  the  action  of  the  air,  and 
wishing  to  give  his  customers  a  full-strength  article,  he  had 
added  more  lime,  and  had  put  in  unfortunately  a  little  more 
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than  was  really  necessary.  The  excess  was,  however,  not 
hurtful.    It  was  like  selling  milk  with  too  much  cream  it  it. 

Mr.  Baggallay :  I  have  no  evidence  that  171  per  cent, 
extra  is  no  disadvantage.  I  could  understand  a  little  more 
being  no  disadvantage.    Can  you  call  any  evidence  1 

Mr,  W.  Johnston,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  was  then 
called.  He  stated  that  if  an  excess  of  171  per  cent,  were  to 
occur  in  strong  medicines  like  senna  or  arsenic  it  would  be 
serious  to  the  purchaser,  but  it  was  different  with  a  substance 
like  lime-water.  Stronger  lime-water  than  the  B.P.  standard 
was  likely  to  do  the  patient  more  good  than  harm.  Lime 
was  caustic,  but  lime-water  was  not,  even  with  170  per  cent, 
extra  lime  in  it.  Such  lime-water  would  not  burn  a  baby's 
stomach,  because  it  was  given  only  in  small  quantities  and 
always  with  milk.  B.P.  lime-water  would  lose  strength  in 
pouring  from  one  vessel  to  another.  Lime-water  is  used 
for  diarrhoea  amongst  other  ailments.  The  effect  of  de- 
fendant's lime-water  would  he  to  stop  the  diarrhoea  sooner 
than  with  the  other. 

Mr.  Baggallay :  But  would  not  the  patient  have  to 
experiment  with  this  lime-water  to  find  out  how  much 
to  take  1  How  would  you  like  a  pill  171  per  cent,  stronger 
than  that  ordered  by  a  doctor'.' 

Witness :  The  cases  are  not  analogous.  The  effect  in  this 
case  is  very  gradual.  The  patient  would  soon  know  when 
to  stop. 

A  fine  of  3/.  and  costs  was  imposed. 

At  the  same  court  on  the  same  date,  James  Thomas, 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  140  Sydenham  Road,  Sydenham, 
was  fined  40,s\  and  costs  for  selling  lime-water  34  per  cent, 
deficient  in  lime. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  Rochdale  on  January  6,  James  Hannah,  Milkstone  Road> 
Rochdale,  was  summoned  for  selling  8  oz.  of  camphorated 
oil  not  of  the  nature,  quality,  and  substance  demanded.  The 
Town  Clerk,  who  prosecuted,  said  the  inspector  visited  the 
defendant's  shop  and  asked  to  be  served  with  8  oz.  of 
camphorated  oil.  The  defendant  handed  the  oil  to  him,  and 
he  paid  Is.  4rZ.  for  it.  Witness  told  defendant  for  what 
purpose  he  had  bought  the  oil.  The  defendant  then  said, 
"  It  is  not  'B.P.'"  A  portion  of  the  sample  which  had  been 
analysed  was  found  to  be  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent 
of  11  per  cent.  The  defendant  said  he  prepared  the  cam- 
phorated oil  himself,  and  he  could  have  staked  his  life  that 
it  was  correct.  He  told  the  inspector  before  the  latter  paid 
him  that  he  had  put  "  Not  B.P."  on  the  bottle  to  protect 
himself  ;  it  was  impossible  to  keep  the  liquid  without  its 
evaporating.  The  camphor  which  was  deficient  would  only 
cost  about  a  farthing.  The  magistrates  inflicted  a  fine  of  5s. 
and  costs. 

Sweet  Nitre. 

At  Rochdale  Police  Court  on  January  6,  James  Hannah, 
shopkeeper,  Milkstone  Road,  was  charged  with  selling  sweet 
spirit  of  nitre  which  on  analysis  showed  a  deficiency  of 
30  percent,  of  nitrous  ether.  The  sample  contained  98  78  per 
cent,  of  alcohol  and  water,  and  only  1  22  per  cent,  of  nitrous 
ether.  Mr.  T.  Stenhouse,  borough  analyst,  questioned  by  the 
defendant,  admitted  that  sweet  nitre  would  decompose,  but 
added  that  in  a  properly-corked  bottle  the  amount  de- 
composed would  be  infinitesimal.  The  magistrates'  clerk : 
"  You  don't  state  that  in  your  certificate."  The  magistrates 
dismissed  the  case. 

White  Pepper. 

At  Rochdale  Police  Court  on  January  6,  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  summoned  the  Newhey  Co  operative  Society 
for  selling  8  oz.  of  white  pepper  which  the  county  analyst 
certified  contained  not  less  than  8  per  cent,  of  ground  olive- 
stones.  For  the  prosecution  it  was  stated  that  the  adultera- 
tion of  pepper  with  ground  olive-stones  and  bleached  husks 
had  given  the  County  Council  a  great  deal  of  trouble  during 
the  last  eighteen  months,  and  it  appeared  that  pepper 
containing  olive-stones  was  being  sent  from  one  part  of  the 
district  to  another.  If  pepper  contained  10  per  cent,  of 
olive- stones  it  meant  that  a  grinder  doing  the  average 
extent  of  business  got  5.000Z.  a  year  in  addition  to  the  fair 
commercial  profit.  The  Co-operative  Society  had  given 
notice  that  they  had  a  warranty  when  they  purchased  the 
pepper  from  Messrs.  S.  &  J.  Richardson  &  Co.,  of  54  Lancaster 
Avenue,  Fennel  Street,  Manchester.    The  warranty,  however, 


related  to  one  keg  of  pepper  purchased  in  December,  1902 
the  defendants  would  have  to  show  it  had  taken  them  more 
than  twelve  months  to  sell  one  keg  of  pepper.  Mr.  Colling- 
wood  Williams  spoke  to  the  analysis ;  and  Dr.  Sergeant, 
medical  officer  of  health  for  the  county,  said  olive-stones 
were  worthless  when  mixed  with  pepper.  For  the  defence 
it  was  contended  that  the  society  had  purchased  the  pepper 
with  a  warranty  which  guaranteed  it  to  be  pure.  The 
pepper  was  in  the  same  condition  when  the  sample  was 
taken  as  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  society.  As  soon 
as  the  defendant  society  were  informed  that  the  pepper  was 
defective  they  destroyed  the  pepper  they  had  and  purchased 
a  fresh  supply  from  another  source.  Mr.  S.  J.  Richardson 
(of  Messrs.  S.  J.  Richardson  &  Co.,  of  Manchester)  admitted 
selling  the  keg  of  pepper  to  the  defendants,  but  said  it  was 
taken  direct  from  the  grinders  to  the  co- operative  society, 
and  did  not  go  to  Messrs.  Richardson's  works.  His  firm  got 
a  guarantee  from  the  grinders  (Charles  Johnson  &  Co.,  of 
Liverpool)  that  the  pepper  was  pure.  Therefore  it  was  the 
grinders  who  should  be  prosecuted.  He  had  seen  a  repre- 
sentative of  Charles  Johnson  &  Co.,  who  had  told  him  that 
they  were  not  responsible  for  any  warranty  after  six  months 
had  elapsed. 

Eventually  the  Magistrates  dismissed  the  case. 

At  the  Manchester  Police  Court  recently  the  hearing  of 
charges  began  in  which  Mr.  Harrison  Rutter,  a  grocer,  of 
Raby  Street,  Moss  Side,  was  summoned  for  having  sold 
6  oz.  of  white  pepper  which  was  analysed  by  the  county 
analyst  (Mr.  Collingwcod  Williams)  and  found  to  contain 
upwards  of  15  per  cent,  of  bleached  husks.  A  sample  of 
the  pepper  had  been  submitted  to  the  Government  authorities 
at  Somerset  House,  and  they  had  sent  an  analysis,  which 
showed  that  the  proportion  of  husks  which  had  been  more 
or  less  bleached  was  only  about  4  or  5  per  cent.  The  Bench 
decided  to  try  the  case  on  this  analysis,  and  the  hearing  was 
adjourned  so  that  the  prosecution  could  communicate  with 
Somerset  House  on  the  matter,  and  if  necessary  call  the 
chemists  as  witnesses. 


County  Court  Cases. 

Covering. 

At  the  Shoreditch  County  Court  on  January  12,  a  claim  was 
brought  by  Mr.  Thomas  Richards,  a  registered  chemist, 
described  as  a  "medical  student,"  of  32  Millman  Street, 
Gray's  Inn,  W.C.,  against  Mr.  J.  Edmunds,  chemist,  33  High 
Street,  Kingsland,  N.E.,  to  recover  5^.  for  wages  due  and  in 
lieu  of  notice.  The  case  for  the  plaintiff  was  that  he  saw 
an  advertisement  of  the  defendant's  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  Supplement  for  "An  elderly  gentleman  for  the 
sale  of  poisons  under  branch  manager,"  and  subsequently 
was  engaged  by  the  defendant  for  his  branch  business  at 
East  Ham,  to  superintend  the  drug  part  of  the  concern,  as 
the  recognised  manager  was  not  a  qualified  chemist.  He 
arranged  to  attend  thirty-three  hours  a  week  at  11.  per  week 
wages,  but  after  some  months' service  without  complaint,  the 
plaintiff  saw  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  Supplement 
another  advertisement  respecting  a  qualified  dispenser  for 
St.  Paul's  Hospital,  Red  Lion  Square,  W.C.,  and  the  defen- 
dant gave  him  so  good  a  reference  that  he  secured  the 
position,  which  still  allowed  the  plaintiff  to  continue 
with  the  defendant,  but  the  hours  were  consequently  altered. 
This  new  arrangement  began  on  June  26,  1903,  and  the 
plaintiff  was  paid  by  the  defendant's  manager  several  weeks 
until  July  28,  when  the  manager  remaiked  that  the  defen- 
dant did  not  consider  the  plaintiff  was  putting  in  full  time 
for  his  11.  wages,  and  should  end  the  agreement  as  it  did 
not  pay.  The  plaintiff  accordingly  sent  the  defendant  a 
month's  notice,  and  on  leceipt  of  it  the  defendant  saw  the 
plaintiff,  and  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  the  defendant 
said  that  the  plaintiff  could  clear  out,  as  he  was  not  a 
qualified  man,  an  impostor,  and  a  sham.  The  plaintiff 
accordingly  left,  and  now  sued  to  recover  his  wages,  and  at 
the  same  time  desired  to  prove  that  he  was  fully  qualified 
as  a  chemist. 

Judge  Smyly  :  That  would,  of  course,  be  absolutely  im- 
perative, for  he  could  not  recover  wages  otherwise. 

Thomas  Richards,  the  plaintiff,  said  he  was  a  Major  man, 
which  was  the  highest  pharmaceutical  qualification  he 
could  have,  and  he  had  been  on  the  register  since  Decern- 


82 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


January  16,  1904 


her  18,  1879.  He  had  been  actually  doing  thirty-six  hours' 
instead  of  thirty-three  hours'  work  as  arranged. 

In  reply  to  the  Judge,  Mr.  Edmunds  said  plaintiff  was 
supposed  to  be  at  the  shop  all  day,  with  the  exception  of  a 
few  hours  to  attend  the  tit.  Paul's  Hospital. 

His  Honour  :  All  day  for  11.  a  week— a  qualified  man  ? 

Mr.  Edmunds  :  He  was  not  there  to  work.  He  was  read- 
ing and  studying  for  the  hospitals — reading  up. 

His  Honour:  But  your  advertisement  says  "For  the  sale  of 
poisons  "  ? 

Mr.  Edmunds :  That  was  so.  He  was  required  to  look 
after  the  poisons  whilst  he  was  there  reading  up. 

His  Honour :  It  seems  a  peculiar  system  to  me — the 
qualified  man  receiving  11.  a  week  and  under  the  directions 
of  a  person  unqualified.  Was  the  plaintiff  the  only  qualified 
per.- on  on  the  premises? 

Mr.  Edmunds  :  Yes,  your  honour. 

His  Honour :  Can  an  unqualified  manager  make  up  pre- 
scriptions? 

Mr.  Edmunds  :  That  was  what  the  plaintiff  was  there  for. 

His  Honour :  At  11.  a  week — a  fully  qualified  man.  I  do 
not  understand  the  system  at  all,  nor  does  it  agree  with  your 
remarks  about  studying.  He  wau  either  there  to  justify  the 
premises  as  a  qualified  chemist's  shop,  and  as  such  entitled 
to  proper  consideration ;  or  he  was  in  a  position  I  do  not 
understand  at  all — viz.,  serving  as  a  qualified  assistant  under 
a  man  unqualified. 

Mr.  Edmunds :  He  was  supposed  to  attend  to  make  up  the 
prescriptions  and  see  to  the  sale  of  poisons. 

His  Honour :  I  should  have  thought,  then,  that  he  was  the 
manager  and  the  unqualified  man  the  assistant.  Why  did 
you  discharge  him? 

Mr.  Edmunds  :  I  did  not.  I  said  his  duties  at  the  St. 
Paul's  Hospital  prevented  him  attending  at  my  business  at 
hours  suitable,  so  I  could  not  afford  1/.  a  week. 

His  Honour :  Then  you  wanted  a  qualified  man  for  less 
than  11.  a  week  ? 

Mr.  Edmunds  :  No  ;  I  wanted  his  attendance  at  my  hours 
or  not  at  all 

Mr.  Grant  (the  manager)  said  he  was  present  at  the  conver- 
sation between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  when  the  former 
left.  There  was  a  little  warmth  over  the  discussion,  and  the 
defendant  wanted  the  plaintiff  to  put  in  different  hours.  He 
did  not  hear  the  words  "impostor,"  "unqualified,"  and 
"  sham." 

Mr.  Edmunds  :  I  did  not  say  so :  what  I  said  was  that  it 
was  funny  for  a  qualified  man  to  urge  me  to  put  in  a 
reference  that  he  was  qualified. 

His  Honour  :  Did  that  mean  nothing  ? 

Mr.  Edmunds :  I  do  not  dispute  his  full  qualifications. 

In  giving  judgment,  his  Honour  said  he  wa»  quite  satisfied 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  his  wages  for  the  week  he 
worked  and  as  a  professional  man  for  one  month's  wages  in 
lieu  of  notice.  The  relative  position  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
manager  seemed  curious,  but  it  would  be  absurd  to  believe 
that  the  plaintiff  ever  agreed  to  serve  all  day  at  11.  a  week 
— no  professional  man  would.  With  regard  to  the  question 
that  the  plaintiff  left  of  his  own  account,  if  a  man  was  told 
by  his  employer  that  the  latter  would  no  longer  pay  the 
agreed  wages  hitherto  paid,  that  was  tantamount  to  the 
employer  discharging  the  employ  e,  and  not  vice,  versa,  as 
suggested.  The  defendant  broKe  the  agreement  by  refusing 
to  continue  the  1/.,  and  consequently  must  be  liable  for  the 
month's  wages.  He  therefore  ordered  that  judgment  be 
entered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  5/  claimed,  with  coats. 

Artificial-turpentine  Commission. 
In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  Tuesday,  January  12,  before 
Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  Mr.  Charles  Lamb,  trading  as  C.  Lamb 
&  Co.,  61  Mark  Lane,  E  C,  sued  Mr.  W.  B.  Coweil,  consulting 
chemist,  274  Hither  Green  Lane,  Lewisham,  to  recover  the 
sum  of  16/.  5s.,  balance  of  commission  for  an  introduction 
effected.  It  was  stated  that  towards  the  end  of  1902  the 
plaintiff  was  approached  by  the  Chemical  Society  of  R  jubaix, 
France,  with  a  view  to  obtaining  someone  to  advise  the 
company,  and  who  could  superintend  the  manufacture  of 
artificial  turpentine.  The  plaintiff  said  he  knew  of  a  man, 
having  in  his  mind  the  defendant,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  should  divide  the  lee  to  be 
piid  by  the  company.  The  defendant  entered  into  negotia- 
tions, through  the  plaintiff,  with  the  Society,  and  performed 


certain  work,  being  paid  a  fee  of  fifty  guineas.  The 
detendant  had  paid  the  plaintiff  10/.  on  account,  and  was 
now  sued  for  the  balance.  The  defendant  is  now  managing 
the  Roubaix  Society's  works  at  Southall,  and  is  also  a 
director. 

The  defendant  told  the  Court  he  had  never  received  the 
fifty  guineas  from  the  Society,  but  admitted  having  received 
that  sum  from  somebody  else  as  the  result  of  the  plaintiff's 
introduction.  He  complained,  however,  that  the  tee  which 
the  plaintiff  was  suing  for  was  only  payable  on  condition 
that  other  business  was  performed  by  the  plaintiff  in  the 
purchase  of  chemicals  for  the  chemical  society.  On  those 
goods  the  plaintiff  was  to  be  paid  a  commission,  and  the 
defendant^said  his  case  was  that  the  plaintiff  would  in  that 
way  obtain  the  16/.  5s.  now  sued  for. 

Judge  Rentoul  said  the  plaintiff  had  not  behaved  in  any 
way  which  was  either  improper  or  dishonourable,  and  was 
entitled  to  recover.  Judgment  wa?  entered  accordingly, 
with  costs.  , 
Dental  Claims. 

An  interpleader  case  came  before  Judge  Owen  at  the 
Cardiff  County  Court  on  January  13,  in  which  Geraldine 
Morgan  and  John  Cruke,  debenture-holders  in  Morgan, 
Dentists  (Limited),  brought  an  action  against  Messrs. 
F.  Walton  &  Co.,  advertising  contractors,  London,  and  two 
other  firms,  execution  creditors,  for  the  return  of  goods 
seized  by  them.  Mr.  C.  Morgan,  husband  of  Geraldine 
Morgan,  and  brother-in-law  of  Croke,  in  cross-exami'  ation 
admitted  that  the  company  consisted  only  of  his  wife,  his 
brother-in-law,  and  his  brother-in-law's  wife.  It  had  a 
turnover,  he  said,  of  3  000/.  a  year,  but  they  had  sustained 
losses  through  two  secretaries  of  the  company:  the  first 
stealing  the  minute-book  and  robbing  him  in  all  directions, 
and  the  second  being  now  in  gaol  awaiting  trial  on  a  charge 
of  fraud.  After  hearing  the  evidence,  his  Honour  gave 
judgment  for  the  execution  creditors,  claimants  to  pay  the 
costs  of  the  hearing. 

At  the  Southwark  County  Court  on  January  12,  before 
Judge  Addison,  K.C.,  H.  A.  Povah.  a  dealer  in  dental 
materials,  carrying  on  business  at  19  and  20  Railway  Ap- 
proach, London  Bridge,  sued  J.  K.  Devonshire,  a  dentist, 
now  of  90  Dalston  Lane,  to  recover  the  price  of  goods  sold 
and  delivered.  After  hearing  evidence,  judgment  was  given 
for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed,  with  costs. 


(Basette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Fox,  W.  A.,  and  Mercer,  W.,  under  the  style  of  Fox  & 
Mercer,  Barnet  and  Hadley,  surgeons,  &c. 

Frobisner,  W.  M.,  and  Bell,  T.  3>.,  under  the  style  of 
Frobisker  &  Bell,  Leeds,  surgeons. 

Hay,  "W.  A.  and  Allden,  S.  J.,  under  the  style  of  Hay 
&  Allden,  Bridport,  Dorsetshire,  physicians,  &c. 

WJ-atterson,  R.  T.,  and  Hine,  H.  Fitz-N".,  under  the  style 
of  Matterson  &  Hine,  Newark-upon-Trent,  Nottinghamshire, 
physicians  and  surgeons. 

Smitb,  "W.  H.,  and  Brown,  T.  H.,  under  the  style  of  W. 
Harvey  Smith  &  Brown,  Meriden,  Hampton-in-Arden,  Berks- 
well,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  thoae  places,  in  Warwick- 
shire, surgeons  and  general  medical  practitioners. 

Tresidder,  W.  £,,  and  Tresidder,  P.  E.,  under  the  style 
of  Tresidder  &  Tresidder,  Nottingham,  surgeons  and  physi- 
cians. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890 

ADJUDICATION. 
Silver,  George  Tames,  Aldridge,  Staffordshire,  surgeon. 

Adjudication  Annulled. 
Sterratt,    Thomas,     Farnworth,    Lanes,  manufacturing 
chemists 

Order  made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Fewster,  William  Long-wood,  Dewsbury,  Yorkshire, 
chemist  and  druggist— discharge  granted  conditionally. 
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Bankruptcy  IReport. 


Be  Morgan  Michael  Joseph  D'Arcv,  Main  Street,  Tipperary, 
and  Cahir,  Pharm  iceutic  d  Chemist. — A  second  dividend  of  Is.  2d. 
in  the  pound,  making  with  previous  dividends  a  total  of  6s.  2d.  in 
the  pound,  Ins  been  declared  by  ord-;r  of  the  Dublin  Bankruptcy 
Court  upon  debts  amounting  to  1,0 J8i.  9.s.  fid. 


2)eeD  ot  arrangement 


Pearson,  Tames,  Cherry  Tree  Avenue,  Dover,  chemist. 
Trustee,  George  White,  14  Old  Jewry  Chambers,  London, 
E.C.,  chartered  accounting  Dated,  January  4  ;  filed,  Jan- 
uary 11.  L  abilities  unsecured,  40i/.  9s.  Sd. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  1501.  Assignment  upju  trust,  &c ,  with  a  view  to 
payment  of  a  composition  of  10s.  in  the  pound  by  ten  equal 
quarterly  instalment  from  November  25,  1903,  one  cash 
creditor  for  19J/.  postponing  her  claim  and  to  receive  a 
similar  composition  and  instalments  calculated  from  May  26, 
1906.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : 

£  s.  d. 

Baiss  Brothers  &  Stevenson  (Limited), 

London    33  0  0 

Bourne,  Johnson  &  Latimer,  London     ...    21  0  0 

Hawson  &  Sons  London    ...       ...       ...    19  0  0 

McTavisb,  Miss  E.,  Dover   190  0  0 

Bent  15  0  0 


flew  Companies  <&  Company  IRewa. 


New  York  Dentists  (Limited).— Registered  in  Dublin. 
Capital  200/ ,  in  \l.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  dentists  in  all  its  branches.  Mr.  A.  H.  Goldfoot  Greenville 
House,  S.C.B.,  Dublin,  gentleman,  is  permanent  managing 
director.    Begistered  office,  41  South  Mall,  Cork. 

A.  Stott  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  6,000/.,  in  11.  shares 
(2  000  preference).  Objects:  To  adopt  agreements  (1)  with 
A.  Stott  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business"  ctrried  on  by  him  at 
Westmoreland  Street,  Liverpool,  as  "  Evans,  Stott  &  Co.,"  and 
(2)  with  tne  said  A  Stott  aud  E.  G.  Hilton,  and  to  carry  on  the 
business  of  oil  piint,  enamel  colour,  composition,  and  varnish 
mmufacturers  and  dealers,  m  inufacturers  of  chemical  products, 
drysaltery,  boiler-fluids,  tar  and  grease,  &c.  Trie  first  directors 
are  A.  Stott  and  E.  G.  Hilton. 

Kent  Super-Aeration  (Limited).— Capital  5,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  from  the  Loudon  Super- Aeration 
(Limited)  the  benefit  for  Kent  of  a  licenc-  relating  to  certain 
existing  inventions  for  drawing  off  or  dispensing  aerated  liquids, 
and  to  acquire  and  cirry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  or 
dealers  in  aerated  or  mineral  waters  now  carried  ou  at  13a  St. 
Teter's  Street,  Canterbury,  as  "Kant  Super- Aeration."  No  initial 
public  issue.  The  subscribers  are  to  appoint  the  first  directors. 
Qualification,  100  shares.  Bemuaeration,  25j/.  per  annum, 
divisible. 

William  Lynd  &  Co.  (Limited).  -  Capital  5,000/ ,  in  1?.  shares. 
Objects:  To  adopt  an  agreement  with  Alice  M.  Lynd  and  Louisa 
Lynd  for  the  acquisition  of  the  business  of  refiners  and  importers 
of  oil,  oil-merchants,  and  soap-manufacturer*,  carried  on  by  them 
at  Bowmau  Lane,  L«eds,  as  "  William  Lynd  &  Co,"  and  to  carry 
on  the  same  and  the  business  of  manufacturing  analyticil  and 
consulting  chemis's,  druggists,  ind'g >  merchants  general  dry- 
salters,  (fee.  No  initial  public  issue.  Tne  first  directors  are  not 
named.  Qualification,  100/.  Begistered  office,  Bowman  Lane 
Mills,  Leeds. 

Bessler,  Waechter  &  Co.  (Limited). -Capital  600,000/.,  in 
103/.  shares  (3,000  5-per-cent.  cumulative  preference).  Objects: 
To  acquire  the  business  of  uealers  in  produce  of  all  kiuds,  general 
merchants,  &c ,  heretofore  carried  on  at  Loudon,  Liverpool 
Newcastle-on  Tyne,  and  elsewhere  under  the  style  of  "  Bessler' 
Waechter  &  Co.,"  with  a  view  thereto  to  adopt  an  agreement  with 
Sir  Max  Waecnter,  B.  C  Forster,  and  G.  Waechter,  aud  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  importers,  exporters,  and  shippers  of  produce, 
general  merchants,  chemical-manufacturers.  &c  No  initial  public 
issue.  Sir  Max  Waechter  and  B.  C.  Forster  are  permanent 
governing  directors.  Special  qualification,  224,000/,  half  of 
which  shall  be  ordinary  shares.  Begistered  office,  18  and  19  Fen- 
church  Street,  E.C, 


Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited). — The 
directors  have  resolved  to  declare  a  half-yearly  interim  divi- 
dend of  5  per  cent,  (the  same  as  last  year)  on  the  ordinary 
shares  of  this  company,  being  5  ..  /er  share,  free  of  income- 
tax,  payable  on  and  after  February  15  next,  to  the  pro- 
prietors of  ordinary  shares  regUtered  on  the  company's 
books  on  February  8,  and  to  holders  of  ordinary  share 
warrants  to  bearer. 

G.  B.  Kent  &  Sons  (Limited).  -  The  report  of  the 
directors  for  the  year  ended  bepteinber  30  states  that  after 
charging  working  expanses,  allowing  for  bad  and  doubtful 
debts,  depreciation,  &c,  there  is  a  balance  of  proiit  of 
12,100/.  To  this  is  added  the  balance  brought  forward  from 
the  previous  year  (301/.)  and  transfer-fees  (11/.  5s.).  After 
deducting  interest  on  mortgages  and  loans,  income-tax, 
directors'  fees,  and  interim  dividends  on  preference  and 
ordinary  shares  paid,  a  balance  of  6  976?  is  left  for  division. 
The  tales  for  the  year  exceeded  those  of  the  preceding  year, 
but  the  constantly  increasing  cost  of  bristles  kept  the  profit 
from  increasing  in  the  same  proportion.  The  life  directors 
forego  their  fees.  The  Board  have  placed  500/.  to  reserve 
(making  2,000/.  in  all),  which  is  invested  in  Consols  and  free- 
hold cottages,  and  have  paid  the  usual  half-yearly  dividend 
on  the  preference  shares.  In  addition  they  have  written  off 
one-fourth  of  the  balance  of  the  equipment  ace  iunt  of  the  new 
factories.  They  recommend  a  dividend  at  the  rate  of  11 
per  cent  per  annum  on  the  ordinary  shares  for  the  second 
half-year  (making  8  per  cent,  for  the  year),  thus  absorbing 
6,561/.,  and  leaving  414/.  to  be  carried  forward. 


Blrtbs. 


Smith. — On  Januiry  12,  at  "  Valetta,''  King's  Avcnu.2. 
Muswell  Hid,  N.,  the  wife  of  William  G.  Smitl  (Messr?, 
E.  W.  Greeff  &  Co.,  Eastcheap,  E.C),  of  a  daughter. 


flDarnages. 


Bliss — Cooper. — At  St.  Peter's,  Ealing,  on  January  6,  by 
the  Rev.  W.  Petty,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  G.  Lane  and  the 
Rev.  A.  Bliss,  Thomas  Cushway,  eldest  son  of  Mr  Thomas 
Bliss,  of  Ealing,  to  Eleanor  Maud  Oke,  only  daughter  of 
Mr.  Albert  Cooper,  pharmaceutical  chemist  and  member  of 
the  Poarmaceutical  Council,  of  Grimston  Lawn,  Ealing. 

Dufi^ton — Lawson. — At  1  New  Road,  Hnntly,  on 
January  8.  by  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Laidlaw,  United  Free  Church, 
Huntly,  R  >hert  Daffton,  chemist  and  druggist,  to  Eliza, 
youngest  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Lawson,  1  New  Road, 
Huntley. 

Kidd — Ford. — At  Clifton,  K  rriemuir,  on  January  6,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  Ewing  Wallace,  assisted  by  the  Rev  James 
Fleming,  Kettins,  David  Kidd,  West  Ardler,  to  Marion,  thirl 
daughter  of  Mr.  James  Ford,  chemist,  Clifton,  Kirriemuir. 

Gulden  II  adding. 

Peck — Robinson. — At  the  Church  of  St.  Andrew  the 
Great,  Cambridge,  on  January  12,  1854,  George  Peck,  chemist 
and  druggist,  to  Helen,  daughter  of  Mr.  George  Robinson, 
Cambridge. 


Bcatl)0. 


Baldock.— At  317  Victoria  Park  Road,  N.E.,  on  January  4, 
Mr.  Edward  Charles  Baldock,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged 
seventy- five  years. 

Cheverton. — At  Brockley,  S.E.,  on  January  2,  Mr.  George 
Cheverton,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of  Tunbridge  Wells. 
Mr.  Cheverton  carried  on  business  at  the  Broadway,  Tun- 
bridge Wells,  for  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  old 
Local  Board,  Chairman  of  the  Tonbridge  Board  of  Guardians, 
a  member  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  and  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  borough. 
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Halstead.— On  January  9,  at  11  Venice  Street,  Bolton, 
Thomas  Halstead,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-nine 
years. 

Helbinc— On  January  6,  at  79  Victoria  Strasse,  Darm- 
stadt, suddenly,  in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  Mr.  Julius  Helbing, 
father  of  Mr.  H.  Helbing,  F.C.S.,  London. 

Hodgson. — On  January  11,  at  his  residence,  St.  Kevin's, 
Upper  Rathmines,  Dublin,  Sir  Edward  Mathew  Hodgson, 
J.P.  Sir  Edward  was  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  McMaster, 
Hodgson  &  Co.,  wholesale  druggists  and  oil-merchants, 
Dublin.  Sir  Edward  Hodgson  went  from  England  to  Dublin 
many  years  ago,  and  became  a  very  successful  business  man. 

He  took  consider- 
able interest  in 
public  life,  and 
held  a  position 
in  the  Rathmines 
Urban  Council 
for  about  thirty 
years.  It  was 
during  his  chair- 
manship that 
many  of  the  im- 
portant schemes 
and  local  im- 
provements in  the 
township  took 
place.  He  was 
for  a  brief  period 
a  member  of  the 
Dublin  Corpora- 
tion, and  was 
till  his  death  a 
member  of  the 
Dublin  County 
Council.  He  was 
also  a  Justice  of 

the  Peace,  and  was  connected  with  several  charitable  institu- 
tions in  Dublin.  Sir  Edward  received  the  honour  of  knight- 
hood in  1901.  His  connection  with  pharmacy  in  Ireland  is 
well  known  ;  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1875  names  "  Edward  M. 
Hodgson,  of  Capel  Street,  DubliD,"  as  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  He  was 
elected  the  first  Treasurer,  and  held  the  office  until  1895. 
It  is  due  to  the  efforts  of  Sir  Edward  that  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  moved  into  its  premises  in  Lower  Mount 
Street,  Dublin,  the  earlier  meetings  of  the  Council  havirjg 
been  in  the  College  of  Physicians.  In  both  public  and 
private  life  Sir  Edward  Hodgson  was  much  esteemed  on 
account  of  his  upright  and  honourable  qualities.  The 
funeral  took  place  on  January  14  at  Mount  Jerome  Cemetery. 

Johnstone. — At  his  residence,  Sheriff  Park,  Rutherglen, 
Glasgow,  on  January  10,  Bailie  James  Johnstone,  head  of 
the  firm  of  Alex.  Hope  &  Co.,  manufacturing  chemists, 
Glasgow,  aged  seventy-three.  Bailie  Johnstone  was  one  of 
the  most  highly  respected  and  widely  known  residents  of  the 
Royal  burgh. 

Leytham. — At  Shifnal,  Salop,  on  January  7,  Mr.  Thomas 
Arthur  Leytham,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  thirty-five 
years. 

Macfarlane. —  On  January  7,  at  his  residence,  Froon 
Villa,  Alexandria,  Dumbartonshire,  Mr.  Patrick  Macfarlane, 
chemist  and  druggist,  aged  eighty-two.  Mr.  Macfarlane  had 
been  in  business  forty-two  years,  and  at  one  time  was  the  only 
chemist  in  the  town  famous  for  Turkey-red  dyeing.  He  was 
one  of  the  oldest  chemists  in  Scotland.  He  leaves  two  sons 
and  two  daughters.  His  brother  was  the  late  Mr.  Donald 
Macfarlane,  Assistant  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in 
Glasgow  University. 

Morgan. — At  Newton-in-Makerfie'd,  on  December  30,  Mr. 
Ttichard  Edge  Morgan,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
West  Gorton,  Manchester,  gged  sixty  years. 

Thompson. — At  Harewood  Terrace,  DarliDgton,  on  Janu- 
ary 3,  Jane,  widow  of  the  late  Mr.  J.  C.  Thompson,  chemist 
and  druggist,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

Ward— At  Kenwood  Park  Road,  Sharrow,  Sheffield,  on 
January  9,  Mr.  William  Ward,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  aged  sixty-five  years.     Mr.  Ward  met  with  an 


accident  about  three  months  ago  at  Harrogate,  when  he  was 

one  of  a  coach  party  which  was  overturned,  and  although  it  was 

hoped  that  he  had  shaken  off 

the  effects  of  this  accident,  it 

was    probably    the  primary 

cause  of  death.   He  was  taken 

seriously  ill  about  three  weeks 

ago  with  a  chill,  and  passed 

away  on  Saturday  afternoon. 

Mr.  Ward  was  born  at  Hacken- 

thorpe,  near  Sheffield,  in  1838, 

and  went  to  Sheffield  at  the 

age  of  fifteen,  as  an  apprentice 

to  Mr.  John  Middleton  Salis- 
bury, at  136  The  Moor,  one  of 

the  oldest  businesses  in  the 

town.     He  succeeded  to  the 

business  in  1863,  and  curisd 

it  on  for  thirty-six  years.  Mr. 

Ward  took  an  active  pait  in 

pharmaceutical  matters,  ard  in 

the  eventful  days  of  1865  he 

was  President  of  the  local  association  of  chemists  and 

druggists.    He  was  for  twenty-one  years  local  Secretary  of 

the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  his  services  to  pharmacy 

were  recognised  shortly  before  his  retirement,  when  local 
pharmacists  presented  him  with  his  portrait.    When  the 

British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  visited  Sheffield  in  1879 
he  acted  as  chairman  of  the  local  committee,  and  was  Vice- 
President  of  the  Conference,  which  honour  was  continued 
for  a  second  year.  Among  his  other  contributions  to  phar- 
macy he  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  before  the  students  in 
1868  on  "  The  Chemistry  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia." 
Mr.  Ward  took  no  part  in  politics,  but  his  activities  in  the 
quieter  walks  of  public  life  were  both  numerous  and  varied. 
He  took  the  keenest  interest  in  the  condition  of  the  lower 
classes,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  Hon.  Secretary  to  the 
Sheffield  Sanitary  Association  for  the  Better  Housing  of  the 
Poor;  he  served  on  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Jessop 
Hospital  for  Women,  and  was  thrice  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Overseers  of  the  Township  of  Ecclesall.  He  was  a  Wesleyan 
and  had  been  connected  with  the  Brunswick  Church  for  forty 
years,  where  he  had  filled  practically  every  office  open  to  a 
layman.  He  was  the  oldest  trustee  of  that  church,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  circuit  steward,  and  had  recently 
been  chapel  steward.  Mr.  Ward  leaves  a  widow  and  three 
sons.  The  interment  took  place  at  the  General  Cemetery, 
Sheffield,  on  Tuesday,  and  was  attended  by  representatives 
of  the  various  bodies  with  which  Mr.  Ward  had  been 
connected,  amongst  those  present  on  behalf  of  the  Sheffield 
Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Association  being  Messrs. 
G.  T.  W.  Newsholme  (President),  A.  Russell  Fox  (Vice- 
President),  George  Squire  (Treasurer),  J.  Preston,  and 
J.  H.  Brad  wall. 

A  NEW  branch  has  been  opened  at  King  Edward  Street, 
Hull,  by  Boots  (Limited). 

Mr.  W.  H.  Westmoreland  has  purchased  Mr.  J.  Hewitt's 
business  at  311  High  Street,  Chatham,  Kent. 

Mr.  J.  Hewitt,  chemist  and  druggist,  formerly  of 
Chatham,  has  purchased  a  business  at  Harlow,  Essex. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Farrow,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Old  Brompton, 
is  the  first  tradesman  in  the  town  to  have  his  premises  lit  by 
electricity. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Adler  has  purchased  the  business  of  Mr.  R.  T. 
Woodall,  chemist  and  druggist,  25  Queen  Street,  Portsea, 
Portsmouth. 

Mr.  A.  E.  Foreman,  chemist  and  diuggist,  has  bought 
the  business  of  Messrs.  Street  Ik.  Co.,  37  St.  Leonard's  Road, 
Bexhill- on-Sea. 

Mr.  W.  Philpin,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  acquired  the 
Medical  Hall  lately  carried  on  by  Mr.  J.  H.  Roberts  at 
Whitstable  on-Sea. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Marrow  has  taken  over  the  business  at  6 
Millbay  Road,  Plymouth,  formerly  carried  cn  by  tl  e  late 
Mr.  C.  H.  F.  Menhinick,  chemist  and  druggist. 


January  16,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


8.", 


For  the  Ball. 

(A  Decorative  Suggestion.) 

At  the  Pharmacists'  Ball  in  the  Rooms  of  Whitehall, 

Where  immaculate  persons  foregather 
To  cake-walk  and  waltz  (shunning  senna  and  salts) 

Till  they  dance  themselves  into  a  lather, 
Reynolds  seems  to  suggest,  some  should  forthwith  invest 

In  a  costume  and  speak  in  blank  metre, 
And  proceeds  to  depict  J.  F.  H.  with  the  stick 

And  the  togs  of  a  burly  Beef-eater. 

You'll  observe  Number  Two  is  our  friend  J.  C.  U., 

Fitted  out  in  the  guise  of  a  Pierrot ; 
But  just  why  that  is  so,  I  am  sure  I  don't  know, 

And  it  certainly  looks  rather  queer,  O, 
To  see  one  so  sedate  with  a  cap  on  his  pate, 

And  his  clothing  adorned  with  tassels  ; 
Twould  be  more  a  propos  to  pourtray  him  as  "  Joe,'' 

Building  coal-tar-soap  tablets  in  castles. 

Then  a  jockey  we  see,  rubicund  Number  Three 

(For  a  Yorkshireman  always  is  sporting)  ; 
"  Local  Sees."  and  besides  many  hobbies  he  rides, 

And  brethren  he's  ever  exhorting 
To  race  for  a  win,  shunning  Stores  as  a  sin, 

And  his  schemes  educative  explaining  ; 
But  it  grieves  me  to  state  that  he  looks  over-weight, 

And  he  ought  to  go  into  hard  training. 

So  we  puzzle  away,  and  we  find  S.  R.  A. 

In  the  garb  of  the  Monarch  so  Merry ; 
But  the  character's  not  quite  the  best  of  the  lot, 

And  thus  we  find  difficult  very 
The  costume  to  fit  of  a  Monarch  whose  wit 

And  whose  morals  were  really  alarming, 
On  our  Chief,  but  on  oath  we  could  swear  that  they  both 

Were  equally  clever  and  charming. 


But  in  sleek  Number  Five  we  have  Pooh-Bah  alive, 

And  hit  off  in  a  mood  very  happy  ; 
He  is  Lord  of  the  Pen  and  all  things  to  all  men, 

And  he  never  is  snippy  or  snappy. 
He's  our  own  Registrar,  guards  the  sinews  of  war, 

And  slangy  men  say  he  "  a  toff  "  is  ; 
Bat  some  "in  the  know"  say,  "All  that  may  be  so 

But  he  keeps  the  good  things  to  the  Office." 

Now  the  Sixth  all  can  see  is  the  genial  M.  O, 

Who  is  given  to  soliloquising, 
And  to  see  him  again  as  the  Bard's  "  Moody  Dane  " 

Is,  I  take  it,  a  trifle  surprising. 
And  the  skull  in  his  hand  I've  attentively  scanned, 

But  regret  that  I  don't  seem  to  know  it. 
But  perhaps  you  may  see  who  this  Yorick  may  be, 

For  I'm  only  a  dense 

Minor  Poet. 


The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diarg  for  1904  quite  maintains 
the  high  level  of  usefulness  which  previous  numbers  have  dis- 
played. It  is,  perhaps,  inevitable  that  the  proportion  of  adver- 
tisements should  so  far  exceed  that  of  other  matter  as  to  make 
the  volume  somewhat  unwieldy,  but  possibly  on  no  other  terms 
could  it  be  supplied  free  of  cost.  We  are  glad  to  eee  that 
although  the  publishers  have  retained  the  alphabetical  list  of 
practitioners  who  hold  appointments  in  metropolitan  hospitals, 
the  classification  under  specialities  to  which  exception  was  taken 
by  the  Ethical  Committee  of  the  British  Bledical  Association  has 
been  omitted.  We  have  nothing  but  praise  for  the  admirable  way 
in  which  information  of  importance  to  the  trade  is  collected  and 
condensed  in  this  Diarg.  A  prominent  feature  is  a  list  of  some 
hundreds  of  formula;,  apparently  supplied  by  members  of  the 
trade,  which  are  well  worth  the  attention  of  young  medical  prac- 
titioners, as  they  will  find  there  many  hints  of  great  use  in 
private  practice  which  are  not  learnt  at  a  hospital. — British 
Medical  Journal. 
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IRow  ano  Gben. 


The  History  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Acts. 

Now  that  repre- 
sentatives of  two  administrative  bodies,  having  important 
public  duties  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  drugs  and 
medicines,  have  been  brought  into  conference  respecting 
circumstances  in  which  their  respective  statutory  functions 
appear  to  converge  upon  a  point  of  great  public  interest  and 
of  especial  significance  for  legally  qualified  chemists  and 
druggists,  a  retrospective  consideration  of  the  several  Acts 
of  Parliament  relating  to  the  taxation  of  drugs  and  medi- 
cines cannot  be  otherwise  than  interesting  to  readers  of  this 
journal,  and  it  may  possibly  be  productive  of  material 
advantage. 

Taxation  of  Drugs  and  Medicines  and  Their  Sellers. 

The 

opinion  that  quack  medicines  would  be  "very  proper 
objects  of  taxation,"  together  with  "that  eternal  want  of 
pence  which  vexes  public  men,"  induced  a  Chancellor  of  the 
Exch  equer  in  1783  to  introduce  a  Bill  for  that  purpose  in 
the  House  of  Commons.  The  proposal  was  adopted  by  the 
enactment  of  a  statute  (23  Geo  III.,  c.  62).  which  has  since 
been  subjected  to  various  amendments  affecting  matters  ot 
detail  hut  with  mt  any  alteration  of  the  essential  principles 
embodied  in  that  original  enactment.  Before  referring  to 
the  particular  provisions  of  that  Act,  some  mention  of  the 
conditions  then  prevailing  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  drugs  and 
medicines  is  desirable  for  the  purpose  of  rendering  the  main 
object  of  the  legislation  apparent,  and  also  for  the  purpose 
of  sh  owing  that,  even  then,  the  Legislature  took  cognisance 
of  circumstances  which  have  quite  recently  been  perceived 
to  be  sufficient  to  exercise  a  very  important  controlling 
influence  over  the  administration  of  the  Medicine-stamp 
Acts  as  instruments  of  taxation. 

Antecedent  Conditions  of  the  Medical  Art. 

Changes  in  con- 
nection with  the  practice  of  different  departments  of  the 
Medical  Art  during  the  eighteenth  century  had  so  far 
advanced  in  1775  that  the  apothecary  had  become  "  the 
physician  to  the  poor  at  all  times  and  to  the  rich  whenever 
the  distress  or  danger  is  not  very  great."'  * 

The  partial  abandonment  of  the  business  of  pharmacy  by 
apothecaries  had  given  opportunity  for  another  order  of 
practitioners  to  take  up  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines 
and,  at  the  passing  of  the  first  Medicine-stamp  Act,  chemists 
and  druggists  occupied  that  position  in  a  manner  sufficiently 
important  to  receive  recognition  in  the  Act.  Qualification 
for  the  duties  of  that  position  was  then  acquired  by 
apprenticeship,  as  in  the  case  of  apothecaries  and  medical 
practitioners,  and,  though  competence  for  the  exercise  of 
the  business  may  have  been  an  accidental  rather  than  a 
necessary  result  of  the  particular  conditions  of  apprenticeship, 
many  chemists  and  druggists,  throughout  the  country,  had  a 
■well-deserved  reputation  which  gave  credit  to  the  general 
body,  then  rapidly  increasing  in  numbers. 

Concurrently  with  those  developments  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  of  pharmacy  there  had  been  an  irregular 
practice  of  putting  forward  to  the  public  secret 
medicinal  preparations  professed  by  their  proprietors 
to  be  specifics  and  remedies  for  the  cure  of  ailments, 
but  having,  in  most  instances,  no  medical  authorisation, 
though  many  of  them  were  the  subject  of  royal  letters 
patent.  Those  were  the  medicines  to  which  the  taxiDg 
provisions  of  the  Medicine-stamp  Act  more  specially  applied, 
and  one  of  the  main  objects  of  the  Act  was  to  restrict  the 
trade  in  such  unorthodox  preparations  as  being  "  very 
proper  objects  of  taxation." 

Proyisions  of  the  1783  Act.  f 

The  Act  imposed  an  ad  valorem 
stamp-duty  upon  any  medicine  sold  under  the  authority  of 

*  "  Wealth  of  Nations,"  by  Adam  Smith. 

t  The  title  was  "  An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Majesty  a  stamp- 
duty  on  licences  to  be  taken  out  by  certain  persons  uttering  or 
vending  medicines;  and  certain  stamp  duties  on  all  medicines 
sold  under  such  licences  or  under  the  authority  of  his  Majebty's 
letters  patent." 


royal  letters  patent,  and  also  upon  "  any  medicine  "  to  be  sold 
by  persons  holding  a  licence  to  sell  medicine  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act.  It  also  provided  that — with 
certain  exceptions — all  persons  selling  drugs  or  medicines 
should  take  out  an  Excise  licence  annually. 

The  exceptions  in  that  provision  are  important,  because 
they  clearly  indicate  the  several  objects  of  the  Act  and  the 
general  intention  of  the  Legislature.  The  first  section  of  the 
Act  specifies  that  persons  who  had  served  a  regular  apprentice- 
ship to  a  surgeon,  apothecary,  druggist,  or  chemist,  were  not 
to  be  subject  to  the  taxing  provisions  or  to  be  required  to 
take  out  the  annual  licence  to  sell  drugs  or  medicines. 
Those  persons  were  obviously  thus  placed  outside  the 
operation  of  the  Act  by  reason  of  the  nature  of  their  occupa- 
tion, as  contradistinguished  from  the  trade  in  occult 
proprietary  panaceas,  and  also  from  the  sale  of  drugs  or 
medicines  by  licensed  persons  not  specially  qualified  for  that 
business.  The  Act,  therefore,  recognised  craft  qualification 
in  virtue  of  which  its  taxing  provisions  were  not  to  apply  to 
persons  who  possessed  it. 

The  further  exception  of  persons  who  had  for  the  space  of 
three  years,  before  the  passing  of  the  Act,  kept  a  shop  tor  the 
vending  "  of  drugs  or  medicines  only  "  (not  being  drugs  or 
medicines  sold  by  virtue  of  royal  letters  patent)  was 
evidently  a  necessity,  under  the  circumstances  then  existing, 
because  the  enactment  operated  in  restraint  of  trade,  and, 
up  to  that  time,  the  sale  of  drugs  and  medicines  had  been  an 
open  trade.  Hence  consideration  for  previously  acquired 
trade  interests  was  neither  illogical  nor  inconsistent  with 
the  obvious  policy  of  the  Act  as  to  taxation  of  medicines 
and  their  sellers. 

A  Qualification  to  sell  Drugs  and  Medicines. 

The  most  im- 
portant feature  of  the  Act  is  that  it  created  a  statutory 
qualification,  for  the  purpose  of  taxation,  purchaseable  as  an 
annually  renewable  licence,  while  recognising  the  craft 
qualification  of  chemists  and  druggists  as  sufficient  for 
making  them  exempt  from  the  taxing  provisions  in  the 
exercise  of  their  particular  business.  The  terms  of  the  Act 
afford  clear  evidence  of  discrimination  between  specially 
qualified  persons  and  such  persons  as  could  become  qualified 
for  the  puipose  of  the  Act;  for  while  any  medicine  sold  by 
a  person  required  to  hold  a  licence  to  sell,  was  chargeable 
with  the  same  ad  valorem  stamp-duty  as  proprietary  medi- 
cines, the  taxing  provisions  did  not  apply  to  medicines  sold 
by  persons  possessing  craft  qualification,  unless,  indeed,  they 
sold  drugs  or  medicines  that  were  unconditionally  chargeable 
by  reason  of  being  proprietary — ;  e.,  patented. 

How  Proprietary  Medicines  were  Sold. 

Though  the  provisions 
of  the  1783  Act  are  therein  very  briefly  stated,  their  terms 
afford  sufficient  indication  that  the  medicines  intended  to 
be  taxable  were  sold  in  a  manner  very  different  from  that 
obtaining  in  the  ordinary  course  of  a  chemist  and  druggist's 
business,  inasmuch  as  the  enclosures  containing  them  were 
covered  with  stamped  "wrappeis  or  labels"  by  the  pro- 
prietors who  made  the  medicines  and  claimed  the  proprietor- 
ship thereof,  rendering  them  taxable  Most  probably  such 
medicines  were  not  generally  sold  by  chemists  and  drug- 
gets, if  at  all,  but  by  the  proprietors,  or  by  agents,  who 
were  either  stationers  or  booksellers,  &c.  The  speculations 
to  be  found  in  Alpe's  book  as  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  1783 
Act,  and  as  to  the  reasons  for  it,  do  not  accord  with  the 
conditions  that  are  known  to  have  existed  at  that  time ;  nor 
do  they  in  the  1-  ast  degree  throw  doubt  upon  the  internal 
evideuce  afforded  by  the  Act  that  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  two  kinds  of  qualification  was,  even  then,  very  pre- 
cisely defined,  as  marking  distinction  between  two  classes  of 
persons,  with  due  regard  for  that  craft  qualification  which 
is  alone  sufficient  for  the  proper  exercise  of  the  chemist  and 
druggist's  business. 

In  a  subsequent  article  the  writer  will  show  how  this  clear 
distinction  was  maintained  in  succeeding  Acts,  his  object 
being  to  get  the  specially  privileged  persons  to  under-tand 
what  their  rights  are,  and  to  insist  on  getting  them.  C29/30.) 


Owing  to  the  high  price  of  silver  there  has  been  a  marked 
increase  in  the  shipments  of  opium  from  Calcutta  to  Hong-Kong 
and  Shanghai. 
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Observations  ano  IReflccrtons. 

By  Xrayser. 


The  Following  Incident 

did  not  occur,  and,  it  may  be  added, 
could  not  occur,  in  the  London  County  Council.  Mr.  Idris, 
L.C.C.,  Colonel  Clifford  Probyn,  L.C.C.,  and  Mr.  R.  A. 
Robinson,  L.C.C.,  were  appointed  a  "deputation  "  to  wait  on 
a  Secretary  of  State  in  reference  to  a  large  business  which 
the  Council  was  carrying  through.  These  gentlemen  went 
on  their  mission,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council  they 
reported  that  they  had  been  most  graciously  received,  and 
had  highly  enjoyed  themselves,  but  that  they  did  not  intend 
to  tell  their  colleagues  anything  more  about  their  interview. 
Let  me  repeat  that  no  such  event  as  I  have  indicated  ever 
took  place.  It  could  only  be  imagined  by  a  disordered 
brain.  And  if  it  were  possible  the  Deputy-Chairman  and 
his  colleagues  would  be  notv  expiating  their  audacity  in 
the  blackest  dungeons  of  Spring  Gardens.  What  could 
have  suggested  such  a  nightmare? 

"The  Deputation," 

it  is  rumoured,  were  vastly  puzzled 
at  finding  so  accurate  a  report  of  their  conference  at 
Somerset  House  in  the  C.  $  I).  They  are  evidently  not 
familiar  with  recent  developments  of  journalistic  science. 
To  explain  the  process  briefly  I  may  state  that  it  re_>ts  on 
the  discovery  that  human  speech  is  composed  of  electrons, 
five  to  seven  millions  of  which  go  to  form  each  spoken  word. 
These  electrons  emanate  as  "delta  "  rays,  which  pass  through 
the  walls  of  Somerset  House  just  as  easily  as  do  the  strains 
of  a  piano  through  the  partitions  which  separate  suburban 
residences.  It  will  easily  be  seen  that  if  Mr.  Carteighe  sat 
during  the  interview  facing  eastwards,  his  delta  rays  would 
proceed  direct  towards  Japan,  passing  through  Cannon 
Street  on  the  way.  All  that  was  thtn  necessary  was  a 
Marconi — attuned-platinum — Interceptor,  which,  when  fitted 
with  Edison's  ingenious  Resonator,  restores  to  the  electrons 
their  original  sounds  as  uttered.  They  are  then  stenographed 
in  the  usual  way,  and  it  is  estimated  that  by  intercepting 
Mr.  Carteighe's  remarks  only,  something  like  92  5  per  cent, 
of  the  whole  discussion  is  secured. 

The  Qualification-claim 

so  strenuously  insisted  on  by  the 
writer  of  '.'  Now  and  Then"  is  undoubtedly  the  basis  of  the 
Glyn-Jones  exemption  in  the  Medicine-stamp  Act  of  1812, 
but  the  writer's  deduction  (presuming  that  I  correctly 
understand  him)  does  not  stem  to  me  entirely  sound.  I 
gather  that  he  advises  that  duly  qualified  chemists  may  sell 
unstamped,  say,  neuralgia-mixture,  without  any  reference  to 
a  formula,  no  matter  how  warmly  it  may  be  recommended 
on  the  label  or  elsewhere,  provided,  of  course,  that  no  pro- 
prietary interest  is  indicated.  If  that  argument  is  good, 
the  judgment  in  the  Sanguinetti  case  was  wrong.  The 
defendant  need  only  have  claimed  the  benefit  of  the  exemp- 
tion, proved  that  he  had  served  a  regular  apprenticeship, 
and  that  the  ingredients  of  the  pastilles  were  of  known, 
admitted,  and  approved  value  and  efficac}',  and  he  should 
have  won.  Possibly ;  but  a  Court  might  insist  on  the  con- 
ditions of  the  exemption  being  strictly  established,  and  one 
of  these  is  that  the  denominations  (which,  I  suppose,  means 
the  names)  of  the  drugs,  chemicals,  or  other  ingredients  of 
the  composition  sold  shall  be  known :  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  this  requirement  might  be  construed  to  mean 
lihat  they  should  be  made  known  to  the  purchaser  when  he 
bought  the  m'xture. 


The  Name  "Oxygen" 

and  its  dependent  words  fill  about 
seven  pages  of  the  new  part  of  the  Historical  Erjglish 
Dictionary,  and  the  gradual  evolution  of  the  name  itself, 
now  so  familiar,  as  traced  by  Dr.  Murray,  is  worth  recording. 
Priestley,  as  we  know,  called  the  gas  dephlogisticated  air ; 
Scheele  gave  it  the  title  of  empyreal  air;  Lavoisier,  who 
set  himself  to  overthrow  the  theory  involved  in  Priestley's 
title,  first  in  1777  described  the  newly  isolated  air  as  "le 
principe  oxygine,"  in  1785  he  referred  to  it  as  "le  principe 
oxygene,"  and  in  1786  for  the  first  time  used  the  term 
"oxygene"  as  a  substantive.  This  word  was  first  recognised 
in  the  Academy's  Dictionary  in  1835.  It  is  interesting  also 
to  note  that  the  word  "  oxide"  was  expressly  coined  by  De 
Morveau  and  Lavoisier  in  1787  to  signify,  first,  an  oxygen 
origin  ;  and,  secondly,  an  analogy  to,  and  at  the  same  time 
a  distinction  from,  the  word  "acid."  To  indicate  this 
analogy  early  English  scientific  writers  and  many  modern 
American  ones  spell  the  word  "  oxid." 

The  Botanic  Duel 

between  Mr.  Sangster  and  Mr.  Holmes  has 
no  doubt  been  watched  with  interest  by  many  readers  who 
like  myself  are  in  no  way  competent  to  take  part  in  the  fray. 
But  even  we  may  have  a  point  of  view.  We  had  to  learn 
some  botany  once,  and  we  retain  some  sympathy  with  those 
who  have  to  learn  it  now.  It  does  seem  rather  hard  on  them 
that  the  framework  of  the  science  in  which  they  are  to  be 
examined  is  liable  to  such  frequent  sbiftings  as  Mr.  Sangster 
complains  of,  and  which  Mr.  Holmes  appears  to  regard  as 
quite  reasonable.  Bentham  and  Hooker,  and  Engel  and 
Prantl  may  be  more  deservedly  eminent  than  all  the  botanists 
who  have  preceded  them,  and  if  they  are  the  B  P.  must  of 
course  adopt  their  views.  But  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that 
greater  men  still  will  follow  them,  and  the  B.P.  will  be  out 
of  date  again.  The  Norway  spruce  and  the  silver  fir  were 
sufficiently  distinctive  names  for  a  thousand  years ;  their 
scientific  supplanters  cannot  be  relied  on  from  one  phar- 
macopoeia to  another,  and  Mr.  Holmes  smiles  pitifully  on 
those  of  us  who  secured  our  scientific  outfit  before  1833. 
The  abies  of  to-day  was  the  picea  of  a  few  years  ago  and  the 
pinus  of  a  little  before  that.  What  was  the  tree  which 
Caesar  alluded  to  when  he  said  he  found  in  Britain  all  the 
trees  of  Gaul  except  the  beech  and  the  abies  ?  Even  the 
philologists  have  entered  into  the  conspiracy  to  add  to  the 
confusion  among  the  conifers.  It  is  one  of  their  modern 
triumphs  to  have  established  that  our  word  "fir"  is  derived 
from  quercus. 

How  Far  We  have  Travelled 

in  the  few  years  of  this  century 
in  our  conceptions  of  the  cosmos  may  be  roughly  gauged  from 
the  fact  that  a  sentence  like  the  following — "The  individual 
particles  of  electricity  are  believed  to  be  imbedded  in  the 
ether'' — is  possible  in  a  scientific  treatise.  This  occurs  in  an 
article  entitled  "  The  New  Discoveries  in  Electricity  "  in  the 
"  Nineteenth  Century  "  for  January  by  Antonia  Zimmern, 
BSc,  of  Berlin.  The  particles  oE  electricity  are  the 
electrons— chips  of  atoms — the  size  of  which  "  bears  the 
same  ratio  to  the  size  of  a  bacillus  as  a  bacillus  to  the  whole 
earth."  There  was  a  certain  substantiality  about  the 
universe  while  the  atom  theory  prevailed  which  was  restful 
to  the  investigating  mind,  but  these  electrons  shooting  out 
from  every  particle  of  matter  and  imbedding  themselves  in 
the  hypothetic  and  imponderable  ether  are  too  bewildering. 
Whether  the  new  theories  are  materialistic  or  not  I  cannot 
tell.  At  first  sight  they  look  so,  but  then  this  writer  tells  us 
that  some  scientists  are  now  arguing  that  perhaps  all  matter 
is  only  apparent ;  it  is  nothing  but  electro-magnetic  force  in 
operation  ;  and  the  idea  is  suggested  that,  instead  of  sayirjg 
that  all  matter  is  electrically  charged,  it  may  be  more 
accurate  to  say  that  all  matter  is  modified  electricity. 
Truly  this  century  has  a  mighty  problem  to  solve. 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Ok  "Sanitas"  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  of  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

"Soldis,"   "  Okol,"   "Creoeide,"  "Oehlor," 
"  Kingzett's  Patent  Sulphur  Fumigating  Candles," 
"  Sulphugators,"  "Formie  Sulphugators,"  "  Formic  Air 
Purifiers," 

"Formie  Fumigators,"  "Formie  Aldehyde" 
(40  per  eent.  Solution,  Tablets,  and  Powder), 
Kingzett's  Patent  Drain  Testers,  Sheep  Dips,  Weed  Killer, 
Patent  Preserved  Peroxide  of  Hydrogen,  and  Carbolie 
Fluids,  Powders,  and  Soaps. 

"Sanitas"  Pamphlet  and  "Hou>  to  Disinfect"  Boot  will  be  sent 
free  on  application  to — 

IBS  "SUMS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Betbnal  Green,  LONDON,  E. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  Haymarket,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENIMERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


PRICE  LIST  ON  APPLICATION 


LOWEST  PRICES 


SANATOGEN 


i  FOOD  REMEDY  OF  HIGHEST  REPUTE 


RETAILED  AT  2/9,  5/-,  9/6. 

For  Terms,  Advertising  Matter  and  Literature  applj  te 

The  S1BAT06EI-C0.,  83  Upper  Thamei  St,  LosdOD  E.G. 


Seventeenth  Edition.  Published  in  1899.  Price  12*.  Bd. 

Squire's  Companion 

TO   THE   BRITISH  PHARMACOPOEIA. 


"'  Squire's  Companion '  Is  virtually  a  new  book  every  time  It 
la  re-published,  so  important  and  numerous  are  the  changes  In 
the  text  of  each  successive  edition." — Pharmaceutical  Journal 
February  25th,  1899. 

"It  is  the  cheapest  pharmaceutical  text-book  in  the  English 
language,  as  well  as  one  which  physicians  and  pharmaclstt 
could  least  do  without."— The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  February  25tb 
1899,  

II  I  Obtainable  through  any  of  the  Wholesale  Houses 
I  I  or  direct  from  the  Publishers, 

J.  &  A.  CHURCHILL,  7  Great  Marlborough  Street,  LONDON,  W, 


LUDDINGTON  Sm,  « 

1/-,    2/6,  5/-. 
BEST    KNOWN    LAMBING  MEDICINE. 

ATTRACTIVE  ADVERTISING.       PROTECTED  PRICES. 


TOMLINSON    &  HAYWARD,   LTD.,  LINCOLN. 


JTJST  PUBLISHED. 


APOTHECARIES'  HALL  MANUAL. 

For  Students  preparing  for  the  Dispenser's  Certificate. 
By  M.  THOMSON.    Price  2/-  net.  [2] 

WHITTAKER  &  CO.,  Paternoster  Square,  London,  E.C. 


EMtorial  Comments, 


Our  Foreign  Trade  in  1903. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  the  twelve  months  ending 
December  show  a  satisfactory  year's  business.  The  December 
figures  show  an  increase  of  4,149,000/.  in  imports  and  an 
increase  of  404,000/.  in  exports ;  while  on  the  year's  total 
the  imports  have  advanced  by  14  515,030/.,  and  in  exports 
we  have  an  advance  of  7,466,000/.  The  total  imports 
amount  to  542,906,000/.,  of  which  232  millions  odd  repre- 
sents food,  drink,  and  tobacco,  173  millions  is  for  raw 
materials,  and  131  millions  for  articles  wholly  or  mainly 
manufactured.  The  exports  of  British  and  Irish  produce 
amount  to  almost  291  millions,  and  comprise  16  millions  for 
food,  drink,  and  tobacco,  35  millions  for  raw  materials  and 
articles  mainly  manufactured,  and  235  millions  for  articles 
wholly  or  mainly  manufactured.  Our  food-bill  advanced 
eight  millions  last  year,  whereas  in  1902  it  was 
stationary  as  compared  with  1901 ;  moreover,  1,610,000/. 
less  of  tobacco  was  imported.  For  all  practical  purposes 
food  and  drink  represent  almost  one-half  of  our  total 
imports,  but  no  doubt  our  increased  purchases  were  rendered 
necessary  by  a  bad  harvest  at  home.  In  regard  to  imports 
of  foreign  manufactured  goods,  there  was  a  net  increase  of 
2,179,000/.,  which  compares  with  one  of  over  seven  millions 
in  the  previous  year.  Wool  and  raw  cotton  cost  us  over 
four  millions  more  than  in  1902,  although  we  actually 
purchased  less,  and  it  therefore  follows  that  profits  have 
been  considerably  reduced.  Last  year  we  bought  from 
abroad  chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and  colours  to  the  value  of 
8,846,000/.,  or  t180,000/.  less  than  in  1902.  The  heaviest 
decrease  was  in  indigo  (166,000/.),  and  other  items  con- 
tributing to  the  shrinkage  include  bleaching  materials, 
brimstone,  saltpetre,  Peruvian  bark,  quinine  and  quinine- 
salts,  unenumerated  drugs,  tanning-bark,  [alizarine,  indi- 
gotin,  myrobalans,  and  valonia.  Among  the  notable 
increases  are  |  soda-compounds,  unenumerated  chemicals> 
aniline,  painters'  ^colours,  and  pigments.  Spices  are  8,000/| 
less  owing] to  smaller  imports  ;of  pepper;  cinnamon,  ginger, 
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and  unenumerated  spices  all  show  larger  receipts,  especially 
the  first  named.  Raw  cocoa  has  declined,  but  in  prepared 
cocoa  the  figures  show  160,000Z.  more.  Almost  600.000/. 
more  of  coffee  was  imported,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
Ceylon,  the  figures  show  that  "  other  British  Possessions  " 
have  considerably  increased  their  output.  Refined  and  un- 
refined sugar*  are  about  stationary,  while  glucose  has  gone 
up.  The  saccharin  figures  have  declined  considerably, 
probably  owing  to  the  adverse  weather  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  industry  in  this  country.  Our  tea-imports  are 
represented  by  nine  millions  odd,  or  about  a  million  more 
than  in  1902.  As  regards  the  importation  of  foreign  spirits 
for  methylation -purposes,  there  is  a  decrease  of 
1,011,300  gals.,  our  imports  having  been  only  411,730  gals. 
This  may  be  attributed  to  the  higher  prices  last  year, 
the  import  duty,  and  the  smaller  production  on  the  part 
of  the  spirit  'Ting."  Among  the  fixed  oils  a  substantial 
advance  is  shown  in  cocoanut ;  while  olive,  palm,  and  fish 
oils  show  smaller  receipts.  Petroleum  (now  classified  under 
six  headings)  reached  a  total  of  285,900,000  gals.  (5,295,000/.), 
and  exceeds  all  previous  years ;  the  bulk  of  it  consisted  of 
lamp  and  lubricating  oils.  The  high  price  of  turpentine 
last  year  is  reflected  in  the  533,000  gals,  imported,  which 
cost  over  a  million  sterling,  as  compared  with  532  000  gals, 
in  the  previous  year,  costing  only  883,000/.  Larger  quanti- 
ties of  gum  arabic,  lac-dye,  seedlac,  sticklac,  and  shellac 
were  received,  and  the  enhanced  value  of  the  latter  article 
brings  up  the  total  to  857,000'.,  or  300.000/.  more  than  in 
1902,  although  the  receipts  were  only  13,000  cwt.  more. 
Of  quicksilver,  2,616,000  lbs.  (34  836  bottles)  were  imported, 
compared  with  2,490,000  lbs.  (33,192  bottles)  in  1902; 
values  were  slightly  lower  in  proportion  to  the  imports. 
Our  imports  of  soap  are  increasing  yearly,  but  not  until  next 
year  will  it  be  possible  to  ascertain  whether  the  figures  refer 
to  "  stock  and  powder,"  "  household,"  or  "  toilet  "  soap. 

Turning  to  the  exports  of  "  chemicals,  drugs,  dyes,  and 
colours,"  we  find  an  increase  of  520,500/.  as  compared  with 
1902,  the  totals  being  as  follows  : 

1901  1902  1903 

10,963,497/.  11,559,057/.  12,079,554/. 

Bleaching-materials  reveal  a  larger  export  by  200,000  cwt., 
but  values  were  62,000/.  less,  thus  showing  the  unprofitable 
character  of  the  business.  It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to 
mention  here  that  the  imports  of  German  bleaching- powder 
into  this  country  have  not  fallen  to  the  extent  expected. 
British  makers  of  copper  sulphate  have  more  than  regained 
their  export-trade,  owing  to  a  substantial  decrease  in  the 
production  of  sulphate  in  the  United  States :  values  are  con- 
siderably higher  in  consequenca  of  the  great  increase  in  the 
value  of  copper.  Soda  compounds  show  an  increase  in 
weight  by  300,000  cwt.,  but  a  decrease  in  value  by  12,900/. 
The  improvement  in  weight  is  due  to  sulphate  of  soda  alone, 
as  every  other  item  shows  a  falling-otf.  This  is  not  what  it 
ought  to  be,  and  it  is  difficult  to  find  reasons  for  better 
expectations  this  year,  with  the  growing  competition  of  the 
United  States  in  our  market  as  regards  heavy  chemicals. 
In  the  export  of  drugs  and  medicinal  preparations  we  con- 
tinue to  make  satisfactory  progress,  the  totals  (including 
quinine  and  quinine  salts)  being  as  follows  : 

1901  1902  1903 

1,339,970/.  1,368,545/.  1,408,338/. 

In  the  above  figures  British  quinine  and  quinine  salts  are 
represented  by  55,600/.,  or  4,000/.  more  than  last  year. 
Almost  a  million  ounces  were  exported,  as  compared  with 
224,000  oz.  of  foreign-made  quinine.  If  these  figures  are 
accurate  they  speak  volumes  for  the  British  maker,  but  we 
should  think  they  would  be  queried  in  many  quarters.  Our 
exports  of  soap  represent  1,140,000/.,  and  are  very  favourable 


compared  with  previous  years  ;  less  gum  arabic,  but  more 
shellac,  was  sent  abroad.  Quicksilver  is  down  by  a  mere 
50.000  lbs.,  the  total  exports  being  18,846  bottles,  as  against 
19,519  bottles  ;  and  smaller  exports  of  palm  and  olive  oils 
are  noticeable.  Cocoanut,  on  the  other  hand,  marks  a 
substantial  improvement. 

Although  the  increase  in  the  exports  of  chemicals  and 
allied  goods  during  the  year  is  a  moderate  one,  it  is  doubtful 
if  the  profits  derived  from  it  have  been  up  to  the  normal, 
and  at  the  present  time  it  is  difficult  to  find  a  reason  why 
there  should  be  any  early  change. 


One=man  Companies. 

Since  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  London  Provincial 
Supply  Company  (Limited),  it  has  been  felt  that  the  judicial 
authorities  might  have  arrived  at  a  different  conclusion  had 
the  grounds  been  different.  For  example,  it  is  believed  that 
in  the  case  of  any  person  who  deliberately  forms  a  company 
for  the  purpose  of  doing  under  the  Pharmacy  Act  what  he 
as  an  individual  cannot  do,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  has 
good  ground  for  taking  action,  and  some  likelihood  of 
succeeding  in  it.  Indeed,  we  believe  that,  on  at  least  one 
occasion  in  recent  years,  when  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
has  taken  proceedings  against  a  person  who  formed  a  one- 
man  company,  and  carried  on  business  personally  under  the 
company's  name,  he  thought  it  wise  to  pay  the  penalties 
without  going  into  court.  It  may  be  remembered  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Lords  on 
August  3,  1899,  said  that  the  committee  to  whom  the 
Companies  Bill  had  been  referred  "were  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  the  formation  of  companies  to  practise  any 
profession,  and  which  intended  really  to  take  advantage  oE 
the  company  machinery  to  do  that  which  an  individual  with- 
out qualification  may  not  do,  should  be  stopped."  It  was 
then  his  Lordship's  intention  that  the  committee's  opinion 
should  be  supported  by  the  enactment  of  a  clause  embracing 
the  subject,  which,  however,  was  dropped  owing  to  opposi- 
tion, including  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  which 
has  since  become  wiser.  "We  believe  it  is  universally  recog- 
nised in  the  drug-trade  that  the  one-man  companies  ought  to 
be  put  down,  and  that  all  companies  trading  as  chemists 
should  be  controlled.  It  is,  therefore,  satisfactory  to  learn 
that  a  Metropolitan  Magistrate  has  had  the  courage,  after 
fully  considering  the  recent  decis:on  in  the  Irish  High 
Court,  to  convict  an  unregistered  dentist  who  carries  on 
business  in  Gower  Street  as  the  "  West  Central  Dental 
Institute  (Limited)."  Mr.  Panhans,  the  gentleman  in 
question,  is,  we  understand,  qualified  to  practise  dentistry  in 
his  native  country,  but  his  qualification,  however  valuable  it 
may  be,  has  no  legal  value  in  this  country.  In  March  of  last 
year  he  appeared  at  Bow  Street  to  answer  three  summonses 
for  infringement  of  the  Dentists  Act  by  using  certain 
descriptions  implying  that  he  was  a  registered  and  duly 
qualified  dentist.  He  had  previously  been  fined  for  calling 
himself  "  zahnarzte,"  which  is  the  German  equivalent  for 
"  dentist."  He  then  registered  the  company  called  the  West 
Central  Dental  Institute  (Limited),  of  which  he  is  the 
managing  director.  Of  the  share  capital  (1,000/  )  he  then 
held  fifty  shares,  his  wife  ten,  and  five  other  people  one 
each.  We  understand  that  his  holding  now  is  50/.  out  of 
500/.  allotted.  He,  or  the  company,  employed  in  March  a 
qualified  dentist  as  assistant,  but  the  Magistrate  did  not 
regard  this  as  legalising  the  position,  and  held  that  the 
charge  was  proved.  The  facts  in  the  case  decided  on 
January  8  were  practically  the  same,  except  that  a  qualified 
dentist  appears  not  to  have  baen  employed  as  an  assistant 
on  this  occasion.     Mr.  Newton  was  the  Magistrate  who 
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decided  the  case  last  year.  On  the  present  occasion  Mr. 
Fenwick  was  the  Magistrate,  has  he  went  into  the  matter 
de  novo,  fully  considering  the  Irish  decision.  Notwith- 
standing, he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Panhans 
registered  the  company  for  the  purpose  of  evading  the 
Dentists  Act,  and  accordingly  convicted  him.  Mr.  Panhans 
on  the  previous  occasion  endeavoured  to  create  an  appeal 
fund  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  decision  to  a  higher 
Court,  but  his  appeal  was  not  proceeded  with.  Mr.  Fenwick 
has  offered  to  state  a  case  on  last  week's  decision  if  called 
upon,  and  the  defendant  informs  us  that  he  again  desires 
to  form  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  with  the 
appeal,  offering  101.  to  start  it,  and  hopes  C.  %  D  readers  will 
support  him.  We  do  not  think  this  is  a  matter  in  which  our 
readers  are  called  upon  to  participate  as  chemists.  If  the 
case  had  been  taken  under  the  Pharmacy  Acts  we  would, 
without  hesitation,  have  recommended  that  an  appeal  should 
be  proceeded  with,  in  order  that,  if  possible,  confirmation  of 
the  Magistrate's  decision  by  the  High  Court  should  be 
secured.  It  is  obviously  an  injustice  to  properly  qualified 
persons  that  those  who  have  failed  for  any  reason  to  obtain 
a  similar  legal  qualification  should  be  enabled  through  the 
Company  Laws  to  secure  privileges  which  are  the  subject  of 
a  special  enactment  reserving  them  to  the  qualified  persons, 
but  owing  to  a  flaw  corporate  bodies  enjoy  them.  Mr. 
Panhans  has  failed  to  convince  two  different  Magistrates 
that  the  "  We=t  Central  Dental  Institute  (Limited)  "  is  not  a 
new  way  of  spelling  "John  Panhans." 

In  connection  with  this  subject  it  will  be  observed  that 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland  have 
decided  to  consider  what  can  be  done  to  amend  their 
Pharmacy  Acts  so  that  company-tradiDg  in  pharmacy  may 
be  controlled.  The  Irish  Council  are  acting  quite  indepen- 
dently of  Great  Britain;  but  we  hope  they  will  consider  the 
principle  adopted  by  the  British  Society,  and  if  possible 
work  on  the  same  lines.  Should  the  two  measures  come 
before  Parliament  at  the  same  time,  it  would  be  a  disad 
vantage  to  both  Societies  if  their  principles  differed. 


Mock  Soda  Crystals. 

Ix  June  of  last  year  we  called  attention  to  the  fact  that 
considerable  quantities  of  adulterated  soda  crystals  imported 
from  Belgium  were  being  offered  and  sold  on  the  London 
market,  but  owing  to  the  secrecy  with  which  the  business 
was  carried  on  it  had  not  hitherto  been  possible  to  bring  any 
of  the  offenders  before  the  courts.  This,  however,  has  at 
last  been  achieved,  and  we  fully  report  a  case  in  our  Legal 
columns.  The  case  was  taken  under  the  Merchandise-marks 
Acts,  and  the  evidence  showed  that  the  soda  crystals  were 
adulterated  with  sulphate  of  soda  to  the  extent  of  about 
90  per  cent.  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.  (Limited)  under- 
took the  prosecution,  their  well-known  initials  being  used  on 
the  bags  of  the  fraudulent  material,  and  they  succeeded  in 
securing  acmviction.  Although  in  the  present  instance  the 
offender  was  let  off  easily,  the  publicity  given  to  the  case 
ought  to  serve  as  a  warning  to  those  who  freely  buy  and  sell 
the  article  as  "  soda  crystals."  It  transpired  that  50  tons 
had  been  imported  since  the  summons  was  issued.  It  need 
hardly  be  pointed  out  that  a  handsome  profit  has  been  shown 
tj  have  been  made  by  these  frauds,  considering  that  the 
value  of  soda  crystals  is  about  60s.  per  ton,  while  Glauber's 
salt  is  only  worth  34s.  In  the  present  case  it  was  only 
considered  necessary  to  take  the  evidence  of  Mr.  A.  Gordon 
Salamon,  as  the  defendant  pleaded  guilty;  but  Mr.  Otto 
Hehner,  Mr.  T.  Tyrer,  and  Mr.  Chas.  Umney  were  prepared 
to  give  evidence  as  to  what  constitutes  the  standard  for 
soda  crystals.    These  gentlemen  would  have  made  interesting 


witnesses,  and  it  would  have  been  an  excellent  opportunity 
for  making  a  public  declaration  as  to  what  is  meant  by 
"  soda  crystals,"  but  Mr.  Salamon's  evidence  was  quite 
conclusive  enough  on  the  point.  It  will  not  be  out  of  place, 
however,  to  call  attention  to  a  .statement  in  Thorpe's 
"  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry  "  as  follows  : 

Commercial  soda  crystals  are  not  altogether  pure,  but  tliey 
usually  contain  from  ^  to  1  per  cent,  of  sodium  sulphate  and  up 
to  g  per  cent,  of  chloride.  They  are  sometimes  adulterated  with 
Glauber's  salts,  specially  manufactured  in  "  soda-fashion,"  and  it 
is  said  that  now  and  then  Glauber's  salts  are  vended  as  "  best 
Scotch  soda " ;  but  it  is  hardly  credible  that  such  a  gross  and 
easily  discoverable  fraud  is  frequently  committed.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  a  fact  that  crystals  made  from  the  very  purest 
carbonate  -e.g.,  ammonia-ash — do  not  turn  out  so  well  as  those 
made  from  liquors  in  which  there  is  enough  sodium  sulphate  to 
leave  about  1  per  cent,  of  it  in  the  crystals. 

The  fact  that  soda  crystals  of  commerce  do  contain  a 
small  percentage  of  sodium  sulphate  to  improve  the  appear- 
ance may  not  be  the  reason  for  the  fraudulent  substitution 
of  the  sulphate  for  the  carbonate ;  indeed,  the  substitution 
is  not  of  recent  date,  although  of  recent  exposure,  and  we 
believe  it  is  sufficiently  prevalent  to  require  all  who  handle 
soda  crystals  to  assure  themselves  that  their  stocks  are 
genuine.  They  can  easily  determine  the  purity  by  dis- 
solving a  few  grains  in  an  ounce  of  water,  acidifying  with 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  adding  a  few  drops  of  a  solu- 
tion of  barium  chloride  or  calcium  chloride.  The 
precipitate  should  be  slight.  It  is  interesting  to  recall 
that  twenty  years  ago  there  was  an  exposure  of  this 
"mock  Scotch  soda,"  and  until  recently  its  production  was 
carried  on  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  to  no  small  extent 
within  the  metropolitan  area.  Seeing  that  sulphate  of  soda 
possesses  no  detergent  properties,  it  is  singular  that  the 
adulterated  article  has  been  employed  at  all,  but  the  ex- 
planation is  that  many  housemaids  refuse  the  true  soda 
crystals  because  they  "cut"  their  hands.  Thus  a  false 
estimate  of  utility  was  created,  and  the  fraud  in- 
directly encouraged.  Other  samples  of  the  sophisticated 
article  obtained  show  amounts  of  sulphate  varying  from 
30  to  50  per  cent.  It  is  wondered  why  this  adultera- 
tion was  not  "  spotted "  by  inspectors  and  analysts  ; 
but  soda  crystals  are  neither  a  food  nor  a  drug,  and  it  is 
not  the  duty  of  the  administrators  of  the  Sale  of  Food 
and  Drugs  Acts  to  concern  themselves  with  articles  of  this 
kind.  Now  that  the  Customs  know  that  the  Belgian  article 
is  fraudulently  described,  it  will  be  their  duty  to  stop  its 
importation  if  the  description  is  continued. 


Patent  Medicines. 

It  is  curious  that  confusion  should  exist  in  medica 
journalism  as  to  what  a  patent  medicine  is.  The  "Medical 
Press,"  referring  to  Dr.  Hutchinson's  lecture  on  so-called 
patent  medicines,  says  "  it  is  a  scandal  that  the  patent  laws 
should  be  so  twisted  away  from  their  original  purpose  that 
any  fraudulent-minded  individual  is  enabled  to  pose  before 
the  public  as  an  inventor."  The  paragraph  goes  on  to  explain 
what  the  essential  of  a  patent  is.  That  the  reference  is  not 
to  the  comparativeiy  unimportant,  and  mostly  unheard-of 
real  patent  medicines  is  obvious  from  the  sentence  "  a  shoal 
of  harpies  pick  out  each  one  his  particular  nostrum,  give  it 
its  fascinating  title,  pay  the  necessary  fees,  and  launch  it  on 
the  sea  of  commerce  with  the  possession  of  a  Government 
stamp,  and  the  implied  recommendation  to  many  simple 
folk  that  it  is  thereby  vouched  for  and  guaranteed  by  the 
Government."  We  are  not  sure  that  a  stronger  term  than 
confusion  should  not  be  applied  to  journalists  who  write  in 
such  decisive  terms  on  a  subject  about  which  tbey  have  but 
the  scantiest  information. 
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Argentine  Pharmacy  Law. 

A  pharmacy  law  for  the  Argentine  R-ipublic  has  been 
projected,  details  of  which  are  given  in  a  recent  issue  of 
the  "  Centro  Farmaceutico  Uruguayo."  The  suggested 
regulations  would  enact  that  no  pharmacist  shall  manage 
more  than  one  pharmacy,  all  labels,  d  >cuments,  too.,  apper- 
taining to  which  must  bear  his  name.  He  must  personally 
superintend  the  compounding  and  dispensing  of  medicines, 
and  will  be  responsible  for  the  mistakes  of  employes.  The 
Sbate  will  determine  the  minimum  amount  of  stock  and  the 
efficiency  of  drugs  and  apparatus,  with  power  to  stop  the 
businesses  of  recalcitrants.  Only  certificated  chemists  may 
become  proprietors  of  chemists'  businesses.  Proprietary 
articles  may  only  be  made  and  sold  in  pharmacies,  and 
neither  home  nor  foreign  proprietaries  may  be  sold  without 
the  composition  being  clearly  stated  on  the  packages,  or 
without  the  same  having  been  analysed  and  the  sale 
authorised  by  the  National  Health  Department.  In  case 
a  manager  has  to  be  absent  more  than  forty-eight  hours  he 
must  notify  the  authorities  and  leave  another  qualified 
manager  in  his  place.  Mutual  aid  societies  will  not  be 
allowed  to  establish  pharmacies  for  their  own  use. 
Pharmacies  must  not  be  conducted  in  correspondence  with 
doctors  or  vice  versa.  No  doctor  is  allowed  to  dispense  his 
own  medicines.  The  foregoing  are  the  most  striking 
features  of  this  long  document,  which,  of  course,  includes 
an  elaborate  system  of  penalties  to  ensure  compliance. 
This  law  is  apparently  an  elaboration  of  the  medicine-tax 
suggested  sometime  ago  (see  C  ft  D  ,  August 9,  page 240. 1902, 
and  September  27,  1902,  page  553),  the  proposals  regarding 
the  analysis,  too.,  of  proprietaries  being  embodied  in  the 
present  law. 

Characters  of  Cod=liver  Oil. 

The  cod-liver-oil  case  reported  on  page  79  is  notable  in 
several  respects,  but  perhaps  chiefly  because  a  certificate 
from  the  National  Physical  Laboratory  was  submitted  by 
the  defence  to  counteract  the  "  Somerset  House  "  certificate. 
As  this  is  the  first  occasion  we  have  noted  this  circum- 
stance, it  is  of  interest  to  quote  the  certificate  : 

The  National  Physical  Laboratory, 

Teddington,  December  21,  1G03. 
Statement  of  the  examination  of  the  sample  of  oil  submitted 

December  10,  1903,  by  Messrs.  Henry  Squire  (Limited). 
We  find  the  characters  of  the  oil  to  be  these  : 

(1)  Sp.  gr.,  15°/4°,  -9  54. 

(2)  Saponification  equivalent,  302. 

(3)  Iodine  absorption,  140. 

(4)  Maumene's  test,  101°  C. 

(5)  Colour-reaction  with  sulphuric  acid  (1  drop  to  20)  :  Dark 
red,  purple  streamers.  On  mixing,  purple,  changing  to  dark 
brown. 

(6 1  Colour-reaction  with  nitro  sulphuric  acid  (1  drop  to  20)  : 
Violet,  changing  rapidly  to  pink.  On  mixing,  pink,  turning 
slowly  to  light  brown. 

The  material  thus  answers  to  all  the  requirements  for  cod-liver 
oil.  R.  T.  Glazebrook, 

Director. 

We  would  also  call  attention  to  the  Magistrate's  remarks 
about  the  academic  character  of  the  case.  This  from 
Mr.  Dickinson,  who  helped  to  give  chemists  Exemption  3  of 
the  1812  Medicine-stamp  Act,  is  significant,  and  it  may  help 
in  getting  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  cases  taken  from  the 
police-courts  to  special  commercial  courts,  where  expeit 
assessors  would  assist  the  Judges. 


January  jeyaminations. 

WE  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  list  of 
candidates  who  were  grant  d  certificates  at  the  recent 
meeting  of  the  Buards  of  Examiners  : 

EDINBURGH  MINOR. 
Arnott,  William  P.,  Kirkcaldy    I   Bow-skill,  Ernest  W.,  Grimsby 
Baxter  Htnry,  Dunfermline      j   Bullions,  John,  Glasgow 


Campbell,  William  J.  R\,  Nairn 
Dewhurst,  George  E  ,  York 
Fairful,  Robert,  Stirling 
Gardner,  John  W  .  Coatbridge 
Garrow,  Robert  W  ,  KeUh 
Haigh,  William  S  ,  Bradford 
Hair,  George,  Paisley 
Henderson,  John  R  ,  Edinburgh 
Johnstone,  James  H  ,  Glasgow 
Low,  John  Hill,  Fraserburgh 
Lund,  Frederick  Arthur,  York 
Macintosh,  John  GlaRgow 
McKay,  David  Edward,  Ayr 
Mackenzie,  D.  G.,  Helensburgh 
Milne,   John    Morrison,  East 

Newport,  Fife 
Morris  David,  Edinburgh 
Morrison,  James  A.,  Aberdeen 
Murray,  William  B.,  Rothney 


Pratt,  George  H  ,  Hnddprsfield 
Robb,  William  R  ,  Aberdeen 
Russell,  Thomas,  Coaltown-o£- 

Wemyss,  Fife 
Semple,  James  C,  Glisgow 
Skinner  Duncan  David  Oban 
Smith,  Cyril  C  ,  Nottingham 
Smith,  William  H^nry,  B.tley 
Steedman,  W.,  Conpar- A  gus 
Summerfield,  A.  W.,  Middle- 
wick 

Todd,  Andrew,  Edinburgh 
Todd,  James  W.,  Sunderland 
Walker,  Margaret  Kerr,  Shaw- 
lands 

Weir,  Thomas,  Innerleithen 
Wiley,  Harry,  Wesr.  Hartlepool 
Williamson,  A.,  Innerleithen 
Wood,  Andrew  Kildrummy 


EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON 
Major  Examination. 


Chalmers,  Edward, Bennington 
Cooper,  W.  M.,  Brixton  Road 
Cranshaw,  Walter  W.,  Bingley 
Gale,  Percy,  Loudon 


Harbordt,  P.  H  ,  Camberwell 
Ridehalgh,  Lincoln,  London 
Swee.tman,  R.  V.,  Kenningtcn 
Watt,  George  G.,  Clapham 


Minor  Examination. 


Abrey,  Rd.  B  H..  Woolwich 
Adams,  Frank  R.,  London 
Anderson,  George,  London 
Archer,  Arthur  E.,  Nuneaton 
Assinder,  Leslie,  Walsall 
Avery,  C.W.jHemel  Hempstead 
Bamforth,  C  B.,  Linthwa'te 
Baxter,  P.  C,  Waltnamstow 
Bayley,  Arthur  W.,  Brighton 
Bayley,  Charles  W.,  Brighton 
Beeley,  Wm.  H  ,  Manchester 
Berriman,  Fras.  J  ,  Liscard 
Billmgton,  J.  J.,  Birmingham 
Body,  Sidney  F.,  London 
Bourne,  C.  W.,  West  Bromwich 
Brand,  Thos.  H  ,  London 
Brutt,  Percy  C,  Sherborne 
Cooke,  Leslie  T.,  Gloucester 
Cooper,  E.  F.,  Woodstock,  S.A. 
Day,  Harold  D.,  D^wsbury 
Da>  kin,  A.  E.  S.,  Clay  Cross 
Davies,  Arthur  L.,  Carmarthen 
Davies,  B.  P.,  Saundersfoot 
Davits,  Wm.  J.,  Ton  Peutre 
Dunn,  Wm.  H.  Spokes,  Rugby 
Edward,  R.  R.  W.,  Chatham 
Edwards,  Herbert,  Hastings 
Fereday,  Ernest  A  ,  Bridgtown 
Gardner,  W.  T.,  Bournemouth 
Goble,  Jos.  H.,  Lydd,  Kent 
Graham,  Robt.  M.,  Blackpool 
Gray,  George  W.,  Loudon 
Gwatkin,  Laurence  Brighton 
Hall,  William  T  .  Redruth 
Hamnett,  John  W.,  Blackpool 
Hawkins,  Gilbert  EL,  Dulverton 
Hearder  Henry  N  ,  Plymouth 
Hepworth,  Rnfus,  Wakefield 
Hill,  William  T.,  Chorley 
Hindle,  Fred,  Preston 
Hitchen,  Kobert,  Burnley 
Hodkinson,  R.  G.,  Newton-le- 

Willows 
Hunt,  Eric  B.  K,  Wellington 
Laac,  William  Kidwelly 
Ivimey,  H  E.  W.,  Southampton 
Jackson,  Frederick  C  ,  Leeds 
Jackson,  William  F.,  London 
Jacques,  Percy,  Manchester 
Jenkin,  Baldwin  EL,  Helston 
Jones,  Arthur  L.,  Liverpool 
Jones,  Edward  G,  Lbvvnpia 
Jones,  Gwdym,  Denbigh 
Jones,  Vincent  d.,  Carmarthen 
Jukes,  Bernard  C  ,  Muswell  Hill 
Jung  Fritz  R.  W.,  Southampton 
Ke'  drew,  Wm.  H,  Southport 
Kent  Edwin  EL,  Cardiff 
Kirby,  Francis  B.,  Bristol 


Lester,  George  H,  Dunstable 
Lewis,  Dan,  Clynderwen 
Liner,  Frederick.  Chester 
Lusher,  George  J.,  London 
Mangion,  Joseph,  Sliema 
March,  Fred.  W.,  Thrapston 
Moiris,  Han  Id  J.,  Brecon 
Muston.  Samuel  H  ,  Brighton 
Oddie,  Arthur  M.,  Ilford 
Ostle,  Thomas  W.,  Workington 
Paley,  Joseph,  Pontefract 
Payne,  Wm  H.,  Haverfordwest 
Peel,  Richard.  Liverpool 
Tegg,  G.  C,  Burton-on  Trent 
Perfect,  Richard,  Bingley 
Phillips,  John,  Trawi-fvnydd 
Philpot,  Phillip  H  ,  Walsall 
Price,  Arthur  F  ,  Abertillery 
Proctor.  E.  J.,  Whaley  Bridge 
Purvis,  John  M.  T.,  Cardiff 
Rees,  David  G  ,  Swansea 
Rich,  Edwaid  T  ,  London 
Richardson,  Sidney  F.,  Hull 
Robertshaw,  Henry,  Burnley 
Rutter,  Ernest,  Wandsworth 
Seaborne,  Eric  S.,  Wombwell 
Sharlaud,  J.  H.,  Bournemouth 
Sharp  Henry  W.,  L -amington 
Shaw,  Edgar  P.,  Birstall 
Shaw,  Samuel,  Whaley  Bridge 
ShufhVbotham,  E.,  Newcastle, 
Staffs 

Silvester,  Joseph  B.,  Knutsford 
Simpson,  Allwood,  Stalybridge 
Sirvai,  Pestonji  H.,  Clifton 
Skidmure,  Bertram),  Nantwich 
Smith,  Bernard,  Thrapston 
Smith  Mark  E.,  Louth 
Snell,  James  S.,  Accringtoa 
Sowden,  William,  Shipley 
Spiers,  C.  S.,  Milton  Mowbray 
Taylor,  Arthur  C,  Richmond 
Teesdale,  Arthur,  Homca>tle 
Thomas,  Wilfred  J.  L.,  Stepaside 
Tom  iuson,  T.  NcN  ,  P.  le-Fylde 
Tiattles,  William  E.,  Whitby 
Turnhull,  Wiuiam,  Loftus 
Uttley.  Walter,  Manchester 
Ventlmn.  Alt'  J.,  Southampton 
Watkioson,  Joseph  W.,  Walkden 
Wil''am-»,  Alfred,  Croydo  i 
Williams,  Gwilym  E.,  Abergele 
Williainsou,  Junn  S.,  Liverpool 
Wiichell.  Robet  W  ,  London 
Wood,  Harry  M.,  Hanley 
Wood,  Isaac,  Aspairia 
Wood,  M.  M  A  ,  S.  Wanstead 
Yates,  John,  Blackburn 
Young,  Arthur  E.,  Leicester 


Modihed  Examination. 
Frost,  John,  Hucknall  Torkard 
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Winter  Seseton. 


Stockport  Chemists'  Association. 

The  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the  Albert  Hall  on 
Wednesday,  January  6,  Mr.  Royse  in  the  chair.  After  votes 
of  thanks  had  been  passed  Mr.  William  Dodge  was  elected 
President,  Mr.  J.  C.  Arnfield  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  B.  Orton 
Hon.  Secretary  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Kay, 
J. P.,  Hon.  Vice-President.  It  was  decided  to  send  a  dona- 
tion of  11.  Is.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society. 


Wolverhampton  Chemists'  Association. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  above  Association,  which  was  held  at  the 
Star  and  Garter  Hotel  on  January  6,  Mr.  S.  Phillips  was 
voted  to  the  chair  in  the  absence  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President.  The  first  business  was  the  readiQg  of  a  paper  by 
Mr.  A.  T.  Hall,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  on 

Cod-liver  Oil  and  its  Adulterations. 
The  first  part  of  the  paper  was  taken  up  with  a  considera- 
tion of  the  geographical  conditions  which  make  the  coast 
of  Norway  particularly  attractive  to  the  cod-fish.  The 
advantages  enjoyed  by  Norway  as  a  cod-fishery  were  sum- 
marised as  follows :  (1)  Fishing  comparatively  near  land  ; 
(2)  it  is  conducted  during  cold  weather,  so  that  the  livers  do 
not  decompose  in  the  short  time  necessary  to  deliver  them 
to  the  factories  on  shore  ;  (3)  large  supply  of  fish  available 
ensures  as  far  as  possible  an  adequate  return  for  capital 
invested  in  plant.  Mr.  Hall  next  dealt  with  the  preparation 
of  the  oil,  contrasting  the  "natural"  and  "putrefactive" 
methods,  and  explaining  the  processes  which  yield  "  raw 
medicinal  oil,"  "  pale  oil,"  and  "pale-brown  oil."  The  latter 
part  of  the  paper  referred  to  the  adulteration  of  cod-liver 
oil.  This  can  take  place  in  two  ways  :  (1)  The  use  of  livers 
other  than  those  of  the  cod  in  the  process  of  manufacture ; 
(2)  the  addition  of  foreign  oils  to  the  finished  product.  The 
first,  if  not  carried  too  far,  is  extremely  difficult  of  detection. 
The  chief  oils  subsequently  added  are  liver  oils  from  the 
haddock,  skate,  coal-fish,  and  shark.  In  addition  oils 
obtained  from  the  whale,  seal,  dugorig,  menhaden,  &c.,  are 
employed.  Most  of  these  possess  a  fishy  odour  and  resemble 
more  or  less  closely  cod-liver  oil. 

In  regard  to  the  Pharmacopoeia  test  for  cod-liver  oil,  Mr. 
Hall  thought  that  no  one  who  had  studied  the  subject  will 
maintain  that  the  tests  are  sufficient.  The  sulphuric-acid 
test,  for  instance,  admits  all  the  above-mentioned  liver  oils, 
since  it  is  really  a  test  for  cholesterin,  which  is  present  in 
all  liver-products.  A  most  promising  test  is  that  recently 
suggested  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Mann  (6'.  §•  B.,  December  5, 
page  939),  but  further  confirmation  is  desirable,  as  Mr.  Hall 
finds  the  result  is  seriously  vitiated  by  the  age  of  the  sample 
under  examination. 

Mr.  Phillips  then  called  upon  Mr.  Forster  to  give  a 
paper  entitled 

Pharmacopoeia  and  other  Notes. 
Mr.  Forster  suggested  that  for  a  year  or  two  the  Phar- 
macopoeia should  be  published  in  serial  form,  so  as  to  be 
corrected  before  publication  as  a  whole.  In  making  dec. 
aloes  co.  he  recommended  boiling  the  aloes,  myrrh,  and 
potassium  carbonate,  and  adding  the  extract  liquorice  to  the 
hot  liquid.  By  the  present  method  the  liquid  is  apt  to  boil 
over.  Mr.  Forster  gave  hints  for  diluting  spt.  vini  rect.  to 
the  various  B.P.  degrees.  He  has  found  neat's-foot  oil  to 
make  a  nice  lin.  ammonite,  and  one  which  can  be  easily 
poured.  In  making  liquid  enemas,  he  suggested  tragacanth 
mucilage  instead  of  starch. 

lanolin-preparations. 
Mr.  Forster  gave  the  following  formula  for  an  ointment 
which  he  has  found  very  gool  for  chapped  hands.    It  does 
not  irritate  like  glycerin  : 

Lanolini  anhydrosi   3j- 

Vaselini    Jj. 

Glycerini    ^j;s. 

01.  lavard   itixl. 


For  the  hair  he  recommended  the  following : 

Lanolini  anhydrosi   5.1- 

01.  ricini   5j. 

Aq.  coloniensis   

The  product  is  very  similar  in  appearance  to  lime  cream. 
Votes  of  thanks  to  the  readers  of  the  papers  were  accorded 
at  the  close  of  the  meeting. 


Great  Yarmouth  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  January  7,  at 
156  King  Street,  Mr.  A.  E.  Richmond  in  the  chair.  There 
was  not  a  very  good  attendance. 

The  chief  business  of  the  meeting  was  to  consider 

The  C.O.D.  Scheme 

of  the  Post-Office.  The  Secretary  introduced  the  subject, 
and  most  of  the  members  took  part  in  the  discussion.  The 
general  opinion  was  that,  though  in  many  ways  it  might 
prove  a  convenience,  the  disadvantages  it  would  entail  would 
far  outweigh  the  advantages.  The  Secretary  was  directed 
to  forward  the  following  resolution  to  the  Postmaster- 
General  : 

The  members  o£  this  Association  view  with  great  concern  the 
proposed  cash-on-delivery  scheme  as  outlined  by  the  P.O. 
authorities.  They  feel  it  will  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of 
all  small  shopkeep  ;rs,  and  will  mean  a  serious  loss  of  business  to 
most  retail  chemists.  They  sincerely  hope  it  will  not  come  into 
operation. 


Blackpool  and  F,ylde  Chemists'  Association. 

The  monthly  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the 
Palatine  Hotel,  Blackpool,  on  January  8,  Mr.  Councillor 
Laurie  in  the  chair. 

Mr.  Lofthouse,  who  was  to  have  introduced  the  question  of 

WlNDOAV-DIiPLAYS, 

being  unavoidably  absent,  the  Chairman  invited  discussion 
on  the  subject.  Mr.  J.  Jackson  said  he  would  allow  no  firm 
to  have  his  window  unless  they  paid  a  handsome  sum  in 
cash  in  advance.  He  thought  it  very  foolish  of  chemists 
lending  themselves  to  the  encouragement  of  quackery.  The 
Chairman  thought  if  members  could  come  to  some  under- 
standing it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  all.  Under  present 
arrangements  the  advertising  firm  had  a  good  thing,  they 
being  sure  of  placing  a  large  supply  cf  goods  without  any 
expense  to  themselves,  unless  it  was  a  lot  of  dummies  for 
display  purposes ;  they  stood  to  lose  nothing,  whereas  the 
chemist,  unless  the  goods  sold,  might  contract  a  serious  loss. 

Mr.  Greenwood  was  much  in  favour  of  a  mutual  arrange- 
ment. Chemists  might  arrange  better  terms  for  themselves 
without  fear  of  loss  if  they  took  cash  instead  of  a  large 
consignment  of  goods.  One  member  said  he  had  taken  61. 
per  week  cash  in  advance  for  the  use  of  one  of  his  windows. 
After  further  discussion,  final  consideration  of  the  subject 
was  postponed  until  next  meeting,  when  it  was  hoped  some 
definite  understanding  would  be  arrived  at. 

Benevolent  Fund. 
The  Divisional  Secretary,  Mr.  Turver,  wrote  expressing 
regret  at  being  absent,  and  suggested  something  should  be 
done  to  aid  the  Benevolent  Fund,  the  funds  of  which  were 
reported  to  be  very  low.  He  thought  a  whist-drive  or 
collection  would  be  an  excellent  way  for  the  Association  to 
show  its  interest  in  their  less  fortunate  brethren.  Mr.  J. 
Jackson  took  exception  to  the  way  the  funds  were  dis- 
tributed ;  he  thought  the  only  persons  eligible  to  receive 
help  should  be  members  of  the  Society.  At  present  any  out- 
sider, who  had  never  even  supported  the  Society,  was  quite 
as  likely  to  obtain  benefit  as  a  man  who  had  subscribed  all 
his  life.  Mr.  Johnson  professed  willingness  to  contribute 
to  a  special  subscription  fund.  The  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr. 
Sankey)  strongly  advocated  a  whist-drive,  as  it  would  not  only 
raise  money,  but  promote  friendly  feeling  among  chemists, 
and  give  an  evening  of  soc'al  enjoyment  to  their  wives.  The 
Chairman  was  afraid  the  expenses  would  be  too  heavy  to 
make  any  profit.  The  annual  dinner  being  settled  for  an 
early  date,  the  question  was  postponed  for  members  to 
think  over  the  best  scheme  for  reducirg  the  adverse  balance. 


January  16,  1904 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


93 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Manchester  Section. 

A  meeting  of  the  above  Section  was  held  in  the  Municipal 
School  of  Technology,  Manchester,  on  January  8,  Mr. 
J.  Carter  Bell  in  the  chair. 

The  first  paper  was  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Petavel,  on  "  The  Pre- 
paration and  Compression  of  Pure  Gases  for  Experimental 
Work." 

Mr.  W.  Thomson  then  addressed  the  Section  on  "  The 
Electrolytic  Method  for  the  Estimation  of  Minute  Quantities 
of  Arsenic  in  Malt,  Beer,  and  Foodstuffs."  The  method 
described  was  a  modification  of  the  electrolytic  process 
recently  devised  by  Lord  Kelvin.  Mr.  Thomson  is  able  to 
detect  as  little  as  a  thousandth  part  of  a  grain  of  arsenic  in 
a  gallon  of  beer.  The  modified  method  is  stated  to  be  an 
improvement  on  the  Kelvin  process  and  simpler  in  use. 


Harrogate  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

A  MEETING  of  the  above  Association  was  held  at  the 
Salisbury  Hotel,  Harrogate,  on  January  8.  Mr.  Eynon 
presided,  and  the  following  were  present :  Messrs.  Battle, 
Parkin,  and  Senior  (Ripon),  Atkinson,  Davis,  Handford, 
Halliday,  Walker,  and  Weston. 

Mr.  Handford  introduced  the  subject  of 

The  Medicine-stamp  Regulations, 

and  a  general  discussion  ensued.  The  present  uncertainty 
in  regard  to  the  matter  was  greatly  deplored,  and  regret  was 
expressed  that  no  particulars  had  been  given  as  to  the 
results  of  the  visit  of  the  deputation  from  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  to  Somerset  House. 

The  following  resolution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Walker  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Weston,  was  carried  unanimously : 

The  Harrogate  and  District  Pharmaceutical  Association  wish  to 
express  their  opinion  that  the  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  should  make  every  effort  to  get  the  medicine  stamp- 
duty  regulations  placed  on  a  better  and  clearer  basis,  aud  be  as 
energetic  as  other  interested  bodies  in  their  efforts  to  innuenca 
the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  and  safeguard  the  interest  of  the 
trade. 


Dewsbury  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  on  January  11,  Mr. 
Robert  Gledhill  (President)  in  the  chair. 

The  chief  business  was  the  question  of  adopting  a  system 

of 

Co-operative  Buying, 

which  was  introduced  at  the  last  meeting.  All  present 
appeared  to  favour  the  idea,  provided  it  could  be  worked. 
Mr.  G.  N.  Gutteridge  said  he  had  written  to  members  of 
the  Leeds  Association,  who  had  adopted  such  a  system. 
They  obtained  their  goods  much  cheaper,  but  of  course  they 
bought  on  a  larger  scale  than  they  could  at  Dewsbury.  The 
President  said  he  believed  a  saving  of  25  percent,  could  be 
effected  if  they  adopted  co-operative  buying.  Mr.  R.  Broad- 
head  said  he  also  had  obtained  information  from  Leeds. 
The  prices  which  they  paid  were  25  per  cent,  below  those 
paid  by  Dewsbury  chemists  for  articles  which  were  asked 
for  every  day.  By  adopting  co-operative  buying  they  would 
be  able  to  supply  doctors  and  make  something  out  of  it.  He 
certainly  favoured  the  idea.  Mr.  S.  N.  Picicard  explained 
the  method  adopted  by  the  Bradford  Association,  of  which 
he  was  formerly  a  member.  The  privileges,  he  said,  were 
confined  exclusively  to  members  of  the  Association,  and  also 
to  those  who  took  their  share  in  the  buying.  Other  members 
spoke  in  favour  of  the  principle,  and  it  was  agreed  to  make 
a  start  by  stocking  Tindall's  preparations,  Scott's  emulsion, 
Owbridge's  preparations,  Eade's  pills,  Chad  wick's  linseed 
and  honey,  Beecham's  pills,  Angier's  preparations,  Bile 
Beans,  Fenning's  preparations,  Zambok,  and  Brand's  essence. 
Absent  members  are  to  be  asked  to  consider  the  matter 
with  a  view  to  the  list  beirg  extended  at  the  next  meeting. 
Reference  was  then  made  to  the 

Sfirits  Act. 

A  resolution  in  favour  of  its  more  stringent  enforcement 
was  passed  at  the  last  meeting,  and  the  Secretary  (Mr.  G 


Walker)  called  attention  to  the  comments  of  the  C.  D. 
Mr.  R.  Broadhead  said  they  could  understand  why  the 
C.  <$•  D.  did  not  want  the  Act  enforcing  at  all.  It  would  be 
contrary  to  their  interests.  It  would  not,  however,  be  to  the 
disadvantage  of  chemists  if  it  were  more  stringently  en- 
foiced.*  It  was  decided  not  to  take  any  further  action,  but 
to  leave  the  matter  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  council.  It  was 
agreed  to  hold  the  annual  dinner  on  February  18,  and  to 
invite  delegates  from  the  Leeds,  Bradford,  Halifax,  Hudders- 
field,  Wakefield,  and  Barnsley  Associations. 

*  We  do  not  know  what  Mr.  Brcaihead  means,  as  we  have 
no  trading  interest  in  the  matter.  We  said:  "Strict  enforce- 
ment [of  the  Spirits  Acts]  will  cut  two  ways.  Persons  who 
are  not  '  chymists'  (and  the  law  does  not  exclude  companies  from 
that  term)  would  not  be  able  to  sell  spirituous  medicines  without 
a  spirit-licence,  and  those  who  are  '  chymists  '  would  neel  to  make 
sure  that  every  pennyworth  of  tincture,  sweet  nitre,  &c,  they  sell 
is  for  a  sick,  lame,  or  distempered  person.  This  would  be  a  nice 
little  addition  to  the  chemist's  list  of  worries." — Epitor. 


Wakefield  Chemists'  Association. 

There  was  a  good  attendance  at  the  annual  meeting  of  this 
Association,  which  was  held  at  the  Victoria  Temperance 
Hotel,  Wakefield,  on  January  10,  Mr.  Pollard  (the  President) 
occupying  the  chair. 
From 

The  Annual  Statement 

of  Mr.  Judge,  who  discharges  the  dual  duties  of  Secretary 
and  Treasurer,  it  appeared  that  the  membership  had  been 
increased  to  a  slight  extent.  The  income  amounted  to 
8/.  3s. ,  which  included  subscriptions  amounting  to  4/.  and 
receipts  from  dinner-tickets  2/.  16<.  The  expenditure  showed 
that  the  annual  dinner  had  cost  4i.  Is.  6i  ,  and  other  outlays 
included  a  subscription  of  10s.  to  the  West  Riding  Federation. 
The  balance  in  hand  had  fallen  from  1Z.  7s.  to  11.  Is. ;  but  it 
was  pointed  out  that  there  was  a  set-off  in  the  fact  that 
three  annual  subscriptions  were  unpaid. 
The  annual  statement  was  adopted. 

Annual  Elections. 

Mr.  Pollard  declined  nomination  for  re-election  as  Pre- 
sident, as  he  had  occupied  that  position  for  two  successive 
years.  He  proposed  Mr.  Whalley  as  his  successor.  Mr. 
Green  seconded,  and  the  motion  was  supported  by 
Mr.  Chait.in,  and  carried  unanimously. 

Mr.  Whalley  acknowledged  the  high  compliment  which 
had  been  paid  him. 

It  was  arranged  that  the  annual  dinner  of  the  Association 
should  be  held  on  Wednesday,  March  23. 


Huddersfield  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held  at  the  Queen  Hotel , 
Huddersfield,  on  January  12.  Mr.  Walshaw  presided,  and 
there  were  also  present  Messrs.  Spurr,  Had  field,  Lawton,and 
J.  B.  Wood  (Hon.  Secretary). 

P.A.T.A.  Matters. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones,  Hon.  Secretary  to  the  Proprietary  Articles  Trade 
Association,  in  reference  to  the  dividends  or  bonuses  given 
off  P.A.T.A.  articles  by  co-operative  stores.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
asked  for  particulars  of  any  co-operative  stores  selling 
P.A.T.A.  articles,  and  the  prices  at  which  the  articles  are 
sold,  and  the  amount  of  bonus  given  to  members  and  non- 
members  respectively. 

The  Hon.  Secretary  said  he  had  made  certain  inquiries 
locally,  and  after  some  discussion  the  meeting  agreed  that 
no  further  action  in  the  matter  need  be  taken. 

Co-operative  Buying. 

The  question  of  co-operative  buying  was  discussed,  and 
the  methods  adopted  in  certain  other  towns  were  explained, 
but  the  decision  was  arrived  at  that  a  system  of  that  kind 
could  not  be  practicably  realised  in  the  Huddersfield 
Association.  The  Chairman  said  that  co-operative  buying 
was  a  very  good  thing  in  theory,  but  in  practice  it  was  an 
awkward  job.  Mr.  Spurr  stated  that  the  idea  had  to  a 
certain  extent  been  carried  out  in  Huddersfield  by  member  J 
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stocking:  specific  articles  and  being  prepared  to  deal  on  cost- 
terms  with  any  chemists  who  would  reciprocate  the  facility. 
The  Chairman  said  he  knew  that  some  adoption  of  the 
system  individually  had  taken  place,  but  the  question  was 
as  to  whether  the  scheme  was  feasible  to  the  Association  as 
an  association.  Mr.  Spuhr  thought  it  was  more  an 
individual  matter.  The  Chairman  said  the  district  was 
very  much  scattered.  He  remarked  that  they  were  able  to 
work  such  a  scheme  at  Hull.  Mr.  SPURR  said  that  good 
results  had  also  been  gained  at  Hull  Eventually  it  was 
decided  that  there  was  not  sufficient  interest  manifested  in 
the  system  to  warrant  its  adoption  by  the  Association. 

Federation  Matters. 

The  printed  report  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharma- 
ceutical Associations  suggested  a  consideration  of  several 
topics.  At  the  outset  the  meeting  deplored  that  the  exist- 
ence of  such  a  Federation  was  not  of  more  practical  use  to 
the  local  societies.  It  was  admitted  that  good  had  been 
achieved  in  the  formation  of  the  body,  but  regret  was  felt 
that  in  the  matter  of  all  subsequent  initiative  the  Federation 
looked  more  to  the  constituent  associations  than  that  the 
Association  should  look  to  the  societies.  If  they  could  have 
an  energetic  Pharmaceutical  Council,  that  would  be,  the 
meeting  opined,  the  best  federation  of  local  associations. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  Federation  might  be  of  more  use 
in  the  way  of  supplying  information  to  the  members,  not 
necessarily  for  publication  in  the  trade  journals,  and  the 
meeting  expressed  the  view  that  they  had  no  wish  to  run 
the  Federation  down,  but  that  they  were  disappointed  to 
see  how  little  the  Federation  had  done.  The  question  of 
territorial  representation  was  adverted  to,  but  was  passed 
with  the  remark  that  it  was  nice  in  theory,  but  awkward 
to  work  out  in  practice.  As  to  the  next  Pharmacy  Bill,  the 
meeting  thought  that  the  best  course  would  be  to  simply  ask 
that  limited  companies  should  have  to  be  bound  by  the  same 
restriction  as  applied  to  individuals.  It  was  observed  that 
"fiscalitis"  had  killed  the  Poisons  Bill.  The  suggestion 
that  the  Federation  should  hold  two  meetings  per  year  was 
commended.  In  regard  to  the  Minor  examination,  it  was 
agreed  that  this  should  be  divided. 

It  was  resolved  not  to  have  an  annual  dinner  this  month, 
but  to  promote  a  social  and  to  introduce  some  attractive 
feature,  such  as  an  exhibition  of  radium. 


Oxford  and  District  Chemists'  Association. 

A  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  January  12,  at  9  p.m.,  at 
Golden  Cross  Hotel,  Mr.  Clayton  (Vice-President)  in  the 
chair.  A  lengthy  discussion  took  place  on  Mr.  Tocher's 
paper  "  Scheme  of  Representation  by  Territorial  Districts,'' 
and  the  members  were  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
scheme — or  some  modification  of  the  same — if  workable, 
would  be  beneficial  to  country  chemists  by  reason  of  their 
being  represented  in  the  Council  by  country  members. 
These  would  naturally  know  more  of  the  technicalities  of 
business  outside  the  metropolis.  The  Secretary  was 
directed  to  write  to  this  effect  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations. 


Newcastle = on -Tyne  Chemists'  Association 

A  meeting  was  held  in  the  Metropnle  Hotel.  Newcastle-on- 
Tyne,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  13,  at  8.30  P.M.,  Mr. 
George  Foggan  (President)  in  the  chair.  There  was  a  good 
muster,  the  business  being  to  consider  Mr.  Tocher's 

Scheme  of  Territorial  Representation 

for  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  Routine  business  disposed 
of,  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  was  called  upon  to  open  the  discussion. 
Mr.  MERSON  gave  a  concise  resume  of  the  pai,  er  which  Mr. 
Tocher  read  at  Bristol  before  the  delegates  to  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical 
Associations,  discussing  the  salient  points  of  similar  schemes, 
together  with  criticisms  which  have  appeared  from  time  to 
time  since  then.  This  done  the  speaker  left  the  matter  in 
the  hands  of  the  Chairman,  reserving  his  personal  opinions 
until  later  on. 

The  President  thought  it  would  not  be  a  bad  thing  to 
have  one  or  two  good  men  in  each  district  pitted  against 


each  other.  It  would  certainly  give  added  interest  to  the 
election.  Mr.  Gibson  (North  Shields)  did  not  see  any 
advantage  in  the  proposed  change.  Mr.  Gilderdale, 
whilst  admiring  the  way  in  which  the  scheme  was  formulated, 
did  not  think  the  Society  would  be  benefited  by  it. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Clague  also  was  complimentary,  but  pessimistic 
as  to  any  increased  interest  being  taken  in  the  Society  on 
this  account.  His  chief  objection,  however,  was  the  risk 
run  in,  so  to  speak,  drawing  a  red  herring  across  the  trail  of 
the  important  legislative  proposals  at  present  pending.  We 
should  devote  our  whole  enetgies  to  furthering  the  proposed 
Pharmacy  Bill.  Mr.  Wright  thought  the  system  was  in 
accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times,  but  while  approving 
of  the  principle  did  not  think  the  present  was  an  opportune 
moment  for  pushing  the  scheme.  Messrs.  Buckley  (North 
Shields)  and  Kerse  cordially  approved  of  the  scheme. 
Other  members  having  spoken,  the  following  resolution  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  and  seconded  by  Mr. 
C.  Ridley. 

That  this  meeting  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District 
Chemists'  Association,  representing  a  large  area  in  the  north-east 
of  England,  being  of  opinion  that  a  scheme  of  territorial  repre- 
sentation, such  as  that  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher  in  a  paper 
read  before  delegates  to  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Federation  of 
Local  Pharmaceutical  Associations  at  Bristol,  would  be  preferable 
to  the  present  method  by  which  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  are  elected,  and  would  tend  to  stimulate  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  considers  the  present  is 
not  an  opportune  moment  to  push  the  scheme  forward. 

The  resolution  was  carried  by  a  considerable  majority. 

Messrs.  Parker  (Newcastle),  Donald  Grant  (Jarrow-on- 
Tyne),  and  J  Hall-Forster  (Newcastle)  were  elected  members 
of  the  Association. 

The  annual  smoking-concert  is  fixed  to  be  held  in  February, 
and,  in  accordance  with  the  precedent  established  last  year 
at  the  suggestion  of  the  Federation,  a  collection  on  behalf 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund  will  be  taken. 


Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Society  of  Ireland. 

This  committee  met  at  the  rooms,  Garford  Chambers,  Bel- 
fast, on  January  7.    Reports  of  the  Prices  Committee  and 
Law  Committee  were  presented. 
Mr.  Frackelton  reported  re  the 

Annual  Musical  Evening, 
and  it  was  decided  to  engage  the  Ulster  Hall  for  January  28, 
also  to  print   1,500    programmes,  and  issue  3  000  com- 
plimentary tickets.     The  meeting  was  adjourned  until 
January  21  to  make  further  arrangements. 


Bradford  Chemists'  Association. 
The  annual  conversazione  of  the  Bradford  Chemists'  Asso- 
ciation was  held  on  January  11,  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  Bradford, 
and  was  exceptionally  successful.  The  special  committee 
which  had  had  in  hand  the  arrangements  for  the  event  had 
evidently  determined  to  break  in  upon  the  formality  which 
usually  prevails  upon  such  occasions,  and  their  plan  was 
carried  out  with  decided  satisfaction  to  the  120  members 
and  friends  who  assembled  for  the  occasion.  The  more 
formal  part  of  the  entertainment  was  contributed  by  Miss 
E.  E  Wilman,  Mrs.  James  Hartley,  and  Me.-srs.  C.  Mackay, 
C.  H.  Simonds,  A.  T.  Bailes,  and  John  Roberts  as  singers, 
Mr.  W.  Cannon  Dalby  as  elocutionist,  Mr.  H.  G.  Dutton  as 
solo  'cellist,  the  Pharmaceutical  Band  (comuosed  of  Messrs. 
M.  Firth,  R.  T.  Simpson,  Sutcliffe,  J.  G.  Brigham,  and 
H.  G.  Dutton  and  Aid.  Dunn),  and  Mr.  Patker,  of  Messrs. 
Brooke,  Parker  &  Co.,  as  manipulator  of  a  very  good 
gramophone.  In  intervals  between  these  soberer  enjoy- 
ments, however,  games  were  indulged  in  under  the  steward- 
ship of  Mr.  A.  H.  Waddington,  and  the  diverting  character  of 
these  may  be  judged  from  the  statement  that  there  were, 
amongst  other  devices  for  producing  merriment,  a  smelling 
competition  for  ladies,  who  were  set  the  task  of  guessing  by 
the  odour  the  contents  of  a  dozen  bottles,  and  a  spoon  and 
potato  race  for  people  of  both  sexes  and  all  ages.  Prizes 
were  given  for  these  competitions. 
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Chemists'  Assistants'  Association. 
The  second  half  of  the  winter  session  was  commenced  with 
a  smoking-concert,  which  was  held  at  73  Newman  Street, 
W.,  on  Thursday  evening,  January  7.  Mr.  Sydney  Jamieson 
(Messrs.  Pa'ke,  Davis  &  Co  ),  who  was  in  the  chair,  provided 
the  musical  programme,  and,  as  the  artistes  were  professional 
entertainers,  the  programme  was  on  a  considerably  higher 
plane  than  usual  at  the  C.A.A.  social  evenings.  Mr.  Jamie- 
son,  in  replying  to  a  vote  of  thanks,  said  he  was  largely 
indebted  to  his  business-colleagues  in  getting  together  what 
he  described  as  the  "  professurial  talent."  He  also  added 
that  he  felt  sure  the  members  of  the  C  A. A.  had  appreciated 
the  introduction  of  ladies  into  the  musical  pr  gramme, 
which  was,  he  understood,  an  innovation  at  their  meetings. 
Tne  collection  on  behalf  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's 
Benevolent  Fund,  usually  made  at  these  social  meetings, 
amounted  to  17s.  5d. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
A  most  successful  soiree,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
Association,  was  held  in  the  Municipal  Art  Gallery,  Mosley 
Street,  on  Wednesday  evening,  January  13.  About.  250  were 
present,  and  the  soiree  extended  over  three  hours.  -From 
7  to  7.15  the  President  (Mr.  George  S.  Woolley)  and  lady 
held  a  reception  in  one  of  the  lower  galleries,  where  was 
arranged  a  collection  of  microscopes  and  .c-ray  photographs, 
under  the  care  of  Mi-ssrs.  Flatters  and  Garnett.  At  the 
opposite  end  of  the  room  was  the  concert  and  entertainment 
platform.  In  a  darkened  room  radium  formed  an  enthralling 
attraction  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Kirkby.  Mr.  Grier  had 
charge  of  the  Rontgen-ray  apparatus  and  radiographs,  lent 
by  Messrs.  Charles  Midgley  (Limited)  and  Messrs.  Motters- 
head  &  Co.  Mr.  W  Gane,  Mr.  J  C.  Kidd,  Mr.  Harry  Kemp, 
Mr.  Pidd,  and  others  gave  attentiun  wherever  it  was 
needed.  The  programme  had  been  capitally  arranged. 
The  reception  was  no  sooner  got  through  than  the  first  part 
of  a  concert  was  proceeded  with,  amongst  those  contributing 
being  Mrs.  A.  S.  Kinnell  (pianoforte),  Mr.  J  H.  Franklin, 
Mme.  Annie  Walker,  Mr.  L.  N.  Burcb,  and  Mr.  G.  Crews. 
Then  came  a  plentiful  series  of  lantern-slides,  illustrative  of 
the  Canadian  Reeky  Mountains,  the  Caucasus,  Norway,  and 
the  Swiss  Alps  in  winter,  the  views  being  nearly  all  taken 
by  Mr.  Hermann  Woolley,  F.RGS.,  whose  descriptions  were 
much  appieciated.  An  interval  of  forty-five  minutes  for 
refreshment.-  followed,  after  which  the  gay  throng,  in  a  still 
happier  frame  of  mind,  returned  for  the  second  part  of  the 
concert ;  so  that  by  ten  o'clock  the  soirie  was  voted  a 
success  not  second  to  that  of  last  year,  which  was  a  record. 


ftrafce  IRotes. 


A  Frog-in-Your- Throat  Window  is  one  of  the  latest 
objects  for  the  camera.  Messrs.  John  Morgan  Richards  & 
Sons  (Limited)  make  an  announcement  about  the  matter. 

"The  Travelling  Partner,''  the  advertisers'  journal  pro- 
duced by  Smith's  Advertising  Agency,  100  Fieet  Street,  E  C, 
has  this  month  some  notes  on  "  The  Medicine-stamp  Acts."  and 
an  interesting  article  on  "  The  Photo  Study  in  Advertising." 
The  latter  article  concerns  the  use  of  photographic  studies 
in  advertisements. 

Messrs.  Rumes  &  Co.,  Micklegate  House,  York,  are 
sending  cut,  a  new  edition  of  their  price-list  of  patent- 
medicines  and  proprietary  articles.  The  list  is  carefully 
drawn  up,  nef,  prices  only  are  given,  and  the  proprietary 
articles  on  the  P.ATA.  list  are  indicated  by  special  type. 
Parts  of  the  list  are  devoted  to  counter-specialities,  mineral- 
waters  and  photographic  goods. 

Icilma  Showcards. — The  proprietors  of  Icilma  are 
issuing  lor  display  by  chemists  some  new  showcards.  The 
larger  one,  in  which  packages  of  the  Icilma  specialities — 
water,  cream,  and  soap — are  shown  in  relief,  is  decidedly 
taking,  the  relief  giving  a  pleasing  stereoscopic  appearance  to 
the  showcard.  The  smaller  card,  also  in  colours,  would  be 
preferred  by  some  on  account  of  its  neatness  The  cards 
are  supplied  to  any  chemist  who  applies  to  142  Gray's  Inn 
Road,  W.C. 

Winter  Portraiture.  —  The  "Ideal"  portrait  lamp, 
which  is  being  placed  on  the  market  by  Geo.  Houghton  k. 


Son  (Limited),  83  &  89  High  Holborn,  W.C,  is  designed 
to  produce  perfect  lighting  for  portraits  where  daylight  is 
not  available.  Cartridges  of  flashlight  powder  are  used,  and 
the  hood  retains  the  products  of  combustion  and  prevents 
the  inconvenient  and  irritating  shower  of  magnesia  which 
usually  results.  The  apparatus  is  designed  on  principles  of 
portability  and  should  be  of  service  to  those  professional 
photographers  whose  work  is  not  confined  to  their  studios. 

"  The  Business  Motor,"  published  by  Messrs.  Newball  & 
Mason,  of  Nottingham,  every  month,  is  one  of  the  smartest 
bits  of  advertising  that  we  have  recently  noticed.  Mr.  B. 
Deaville,  who  is  re-ponsible  for  it,  shares  his  novel  ideas 
with  the  trade  at  large,  and  offers  electros  of  illustrations 
used  in  the  booklet  at  a  trifling  figure.  Of  course,  the 
"  Business  Motor"  does,  not  neglect  the  N.  &  M.  specialities, 
but  every  alternate  page  gives  an  advertising-idea  applicable 
to  any  retail  business.  The  booklet  is  sent  monthly,  post 
free,  to  anyone  who  applies  for  it. 

A  Lavender  Booklet. — An  attractive  little  book,  "A 
Bunch  of  Sweet  Lavender,"  by  Constance  Isherwood,  gives  a 
readable  history  and  account  of  the  lavender- industry  at 
Hitchin.  The  brochure  is  illustrated  with  a  number  of 
pictures  showing  lavender-fields  belonging  to  Messrs.  Perks 
&  Llewellyn  and  Messrs.  William  Ransom  &  Son,  of  Hitchin. 
The  process  of  xistillation  is  likewise  illustrated,  as  well  as  the 
exterior  of  Messrs.  Perks  &  Llewellyn's  retail  pharmacy  at 
9  High  Street,  Hitchin.  The  price  of  the  pamphlet  is  3d., 
and  it  is  publhhed  by  Messrs.  Paternoster  &  Hales,  of 
Hitchin. 

Laboratory  Report. — Messrs.  Sout.hall  Brothers  & 
Barclay  (Limited),  of  Birmingham,  publish  annually  a 
report  dealing  with  work  done  in  their  analytical  and 
research  laboratories.  The  reports  were  edited  by  the  late 
Mr.  John  Barclay.  B.Sc,  and  the  twelfth  one,  published  this 
!  week,  contains  appropriate  reference  to  his  untimely  death. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Mann,  Ph.C,  F.C  S.,  now  takes  up  the  work  as 
the  director  of  the  laboratory,  and  his  first  report  contains 
about  forty  pages  of  valuable  notes.  It  is  impossible  in 
brief  space  to  do  adequate  justice  to  the  character  of  the 
notes,  but  the  following  points  are  typical  : 

Benzoin. — Two  samples  of  Siam  benzoin  presented  Sumatra, 
characters,  both  physical  and  chemical.  This  is  so  unusual  that 
the  parcels  might  be  traced  back  commercially  to  their  origin. 
We  would  not  be  surprised  to  hear  that  the  benzoin  was  French 
Saigon  (sometimes  called  "  Siam"),  whose  characters  are  akin  to 
the  Sumatra  kind. 

Camauba  Wax. — Ceresin  of  high  melting  point  was  offered  for 
this.  Its  sp.  gr.  (0'891)  sufficed  to  show  that  it  was  not  camauba 
wax. 

Cocaine  Hydrochloride. —  Occluded  benzine  was  found  in  one 
sample. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — Acid  sulphate  of  potash  is  being  used  as 
an  adulterant. 

Dragon's-blood.  —  Colophony  has  been  fouDd  in  several  samples. 

Pilocarpine  Nitrate.— It  is  difficult  to  get  a  salt  with  Jowett's 
melting-point.  The  highest  was  161°  O,  and  some  were  as  low 
as  139°  to  150°. 

Saccharin. — "550"  answers  the  B.P.  tests,  but  not  "  330." 

Tartaric  Acid  u  improving  in  regard  to  minimum  lead-content. 

Following  the  notes  on  individual  drugs  is  a  chapter  en- 
ti  led  ''Contributions  to  the  Ash  Question  wiih  regard  to 
Drugs."  This  consists  chiefly  of  four  pages  of  percentages  of 
ash  yielded  by  the  whole  drug  and  by  powder  ground  by 
the  firm.  The  figures  for  drug  and  powder  are  not  quite 
comparable  as  the  same  specimen  has  not  always  been  used, 
but  the  following  percentages  suffice  to  show  the  need  for 
taking  the  powdered  condition  into  account  before  any 


standards  are  decided  : 

Whole  Powder 

Aconite-root,  exotic      ...       ...  4'5  7  6 

Buchu    83  4  1 

Calumba   4  7  6  9 

Catechu   3-3  53 

Fennel    84  107 

Gentian   24  45 

Henbane   8  7  128 

Lobelia    4-6  94 

Valerian   13  2  174 


A  chapter  on  essential  oils  follows  this,  then  one  on 
galenical  preparations,  a  table  of  suggested  standai  ds  and 
other  useful  notes.  Any  of  our  readers  can  get  a  copy  of 
I  the  report  post  free  on  application  to  Messrs.  Scuthall 
Brothers  &  Barclay. 
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5tampefc*meMcme  IRotes. 


Grocers  Jubilant. 

A  number  of  grocers'  associations  have  passed  resolutions 
thanking  their  Federation  for  getting  the  three  months' 
grace.  Some  of  them  are  quite  pointed  in  their  remarks 
about  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  having  been  beaten  by  the 
Grocers'  Federation  in  this  matter. 

Glasgow  Again. 

At  a  special  meeting  on  January  12  of  the  Glasgow  Grocers' 
Association,  Mr.  T.  W.  W.  Flint  (chairman)  reported  that  they 
had  elicited  the  support  of  the  City  members  of  Parliament 
with  respect  to  the  harassment  to  which  members  of  the 
Association  had  been  subjected  with  respect  to  the  Medicine- 
stamp  Act.  Mr.  J.  G.  A.  Baird,  member  for  the  Central 
Division  of  the  City,  had  made  special  inquiries,  and  as 
other  Parliamentary  representatives  were  likely  to  move  in 
the  matter  the  Chairman  was  hopeful  of  some  good  arising. 
He  reported  that  the  Grocers'  Federation  were  also  moving, 
and  the  Federation  had  been  officially  notified  by  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  further  extension  of  time.  A  specimen 
list  is  being  prepared  which  will  be  entirely  exempt  from  the 
duty,  and  will  be  issued  to  the  trade  in  a  short  time.  Mean- 
time members  are  counselled  to  reduce  stocks  as  much  as 
possible  and  to  crmmunicate  with  dealers  from  whom  they 
obtain  their  goods  as  to  the  label  which  will  be  necessary 
aftfr  March  31. 

Alderman  Parkinson  Speaks. 

Alderman  Parkinson,  J.P.  (Messrs.  Parkinson  &  Son,  whole- 
sale chemists,  Burnley),  spoke  at  the  Burnley  grocers'  annual 
dinner  on  Tuesday  m'ght  on  the  medicine  stamp-duty.  He 
spoke  about  the  origin  of  the  duty  and  the  grounds  on 
which  it  is  levied,  saying  that  the  new  interpretation  as  to 
ailment- names  was  sent  as  a  bombshell  into  the  camp  of 
chemists,  druggists,  co-operative  societies,  &c.  The  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  considered  whether  to  go  to  Somerset  House 
and  protest,  but  they  decided  to  sit  still.  Mr.  Wren,  of 
London,  and  himself  decided  it  would  be  as  well  to 
form  an  association,  and  they  formed  one  of  between 
forty  and  fifty  wholesale  druggists  in  England  They 
elected  him  (Alderman  Parkinson)  President,  and 
Mr.  Wren  the  Secretary.  The  Society  gave  them 
carte  Uanche  with  Somerset  House  to  do  what  they 
could  to  get  the  law  altered.  They  consulted  a  solicitor  in 
London,  who  said  they  could  not  do  anything,  as  the  Inland 
Revenue  Department  was  justified.  They  consulted  Mr. 
Asquith  and  Mr.  Bonsey,  and  both  were  dead  against  them. 
Then  they  reported  to  (heir  Association,  who  said  they  must 
not  give  up.  They  began  to  read  up  the  Acts  of  1802  and 
1812,  and  found  in  the  former  a  clause  which  had  apparently 
escaped  the  attention  of  Somerset  House.  They  got  up  a 
case  on  this  which  they  pre-ented  to  Somerset  House,  and 
after  considering  it  five  weeks  they  sent  the  Society  a  letter- 
to  say  that  they  would  not  now  consider  that  the  mention  of 
an  organ  or  paTt  of  the  body  made  an  article  liable  to  duty. 
Their  whole  request  was  not  granted,  but  it  left  it  open  to 
them  to  go  again  and  tell  Somerset  House  they  had  not 
refused  the  ailment  in  the  main  and  ask  them  to  grant  it. 
They  had  not  dene  that  yet;  they  found  they  could  accom- 
modate themselves  to  the  change.  There  were  not  more 
than  two  or  three  articles  in  the  whole  range  of  things  that 
affected  grocers  which  could  not  have  the  name  changed  so 
as  to  be  saleable  in  future;  but  there  were  two  or  three 
which  they  could  not  get  a  suitable  name  for,  and  these 
must  be  held  in  abeyance  for  the  present.  The  speaker  pro- 
ceeded to  say  that  the  troubles  of  the  retail  chemist  are  not 
ever  yet.  Wholesale  firms  now  could  not  make  up  pro- 
prietary articles  for  chemists  unless  each  member  of  the 
wholesale  firm  was  a  chemist.  What  was  to  become  of  the 
limited  companies  fU'h  as  Evans',  of  Liverpool,  Squire's 
(sic),  &c.  ? 


The  partnership  lately  existing  between  Mr.  V.  L.  Fellows 
and  Mr.  W.  H.  Bate,  chemists,  44  Harrington  Road,  Queen's 
Gate,  S.W.,  is  dissolved,  and  the  business  has  been  taken  over, 
and  will  in  future  be  carried  on,  by  Mr.  W.  H.  Bate,  chemist 
and  druggist. 


B>er0cmaUtte0. 


Mr.  J.  J.  Sapp,  J.P.,  chemist,  Southsea,  has  been  appointed 
Visiting  Magistrate  to  the  Portsmouth  prison. 

Mr.  Charles  Dainty  Hatrick  (son  of  Mr.  James  L 
Hatrick,  70  St.  John  Street  E.C.)  has  taken  the  M.D.  degree 
of  the  London  University. 

The  Earl  of  Dysart  is,  according  to  the  "  Daily  Mirror," 
an  amateur  chemist  and  a  fervent  homceopathist,  always 
willing  to  dispense  advice  and  pilules  to  friends,  neighbours, 
and  dependants. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Jones,  representative  of  Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saun- 
ders, &  Kemp  (Limited),  has  been  elected  Vice-Chairman, 
Leeds  Branch  of  the  United  Kingdom  Commercial  Travellers' 
Association  for  1904. 

At  the  monthly  meetiog  of  the  Lodge  of  Union,  No.  38 
Chichester,  on  January  7,  Brother  Samuel  Baker,  S.W., 
chemist  and  druggist,  was  unanimously  elected  W.M.  for 
the  ensuing  year.  The  installation  takes  place  on  Feb- 
ruary 4. 

Mr.  Albert  H.  Solomon  (Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Limited),  is  going  to  the  Riviera  at  the  end  of  this  month 
on  a  short  visit,  and  he  informs  us  that  he  will  be  pleased  to 
look  after  any  matter  which  any  of  his  friends  would  like 
seen  to  there. 

The  late  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer,  in  his  will,  directs  his 
executors  to  reprint  his  pamphlet  on  the  metric  system 
(which  he  opposed)  and  present  it  to  members  of  Parliament, 
as  well  as  sell  it  at  a  low  price  to  the  public  in  the  event  of 
any  proposal  being  made  to  impose  the  system  in  this 
country. 

Mr.  H.  G.  B.  Legge,  chemist  and  druggist,  left  England 
on  January  15  for  service  as  a  dispenser  with  the  administra- 
tion of  the  British  East  African  Protectorate.  Mr.  Legge 
served  with  distinction  with  the  R  A.M.C.  during  the  South 
African  War,  being  appointed  a  sergeant.  He  was  dispenser 
on  board  the  Princess  of  Wales's  hospital-ship,  and  we  pub- 
lished his  portrait  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  of 
March  24,  1900,  page  500.  Mr.  Legge's  many  friends  in  the 
Midlands  and  Eastern  Counties  will  wish  him  success  in  his 
new  adventure. 

Mr.  Stiles  W.  G.  Rich,  F.C.S  ,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Brisbane,  sailed  by  the  "  Medic  "  on  Thursday,  January  14, 
after  spending  the  better  part  of  a  year  in  the  Old  Country. 
Mr.  Rich  during  his  sojourn  here  has  devoted  himself  to  a 
thorough  inquiry  respecting  pharmaceutical  and  industrial 
conditions  in  England,  and  the  experience  which  he  has 
gained  ought  to  prove  of  service  to  him  as  one  of  the 
leading  pharmacists  in  Queensland,  where  he  is  well  ki  o  vn 
as  a  teacher  and  past  examiner  and  an  enlightened  exponent 
of  progressive  methods  in  Colonial  and  Imperial  expansion. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Peck,  Cambridge,  celebrated 
their  golden  wedding  on  Tuesday.  Mr.  Peck  was  born  in 
Cambridge  in  1827,  and  fourteen  years  later  left  the  town  to 
live  in  Coventry.  He  returned  to  Cambridge  in  1851,  and 
has  been  in  business  there  since  that  time,  but  retired  last 
month  in  favour  of  his  son,  Mr.  E.  Saville  Peck,  M.A..  Ph.C, 
who  had  latterly  been  in  partnership  with  him.  In  1876  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  an  office  which 
he  still  holds  with  credit  to  himself  and  advantage  to  the 
town,  and  he  has  been  on  the  Town  Council  for  ten  years, 
and  was  elected  an  alderman  about  two  years  ago.  He  has 
been  a  director  of  the  Cambridge  Permanent  Building 
Society  for  thirty  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck's  married  life 
has  been  an  exceedingly  happy  one.  They  have  had  the 
felicity  to  see  ten  of  their  eleven  children  grow  to  manhood, 
and  be  a  comfort  to  them  in  their  old  age.  Eight  of  them 
are  sons,  all  of  whom  have  done  well.  Three  of  them  (apart 
from  Mr.  E.  S.  Peck)  have  graduated  at  the  Cambridge 
University,  and  the  names  of  three  are  on  the  register  of 
chemists  and  druggists,  one  being  in  business  in  the  City  of 
London,  the  second  in  Cambridge,  and  the  third  in  South 
Africa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peck  are  now  renewing  their  early 
days  in  the  prattle  of  their  grandchildren,  with  the  promise, 
we  trust,  of  years  of  happiness  before  them. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.— The  prices  given  in  this  section  ai« 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
feisher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
C3  expect  to  get  seal!  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
hers  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  January  14. 

BUSINESS  in  drugs  and  chemicals  has  not  improved  to 
the  extent  anticipated,  and  several  days  this  week  it 
has  been  exceptionally  quiet.  The  absorbing  topic  has  been 
the  position  of  camphor,  the  outlook  for  which  is  now  daily 
becoming  more  serious.  English  refiners  have  practically 
withdrawn  from  the  market  this  week,  and  buyers  are  now 
compelled  to  fall  back  upon  the  less-esteemed  Japanese 
product.  There  has  been  a  fair  demand  for  Persian  and 
Turkey  opium  at  improved  prices,  and  Smyrna  telegrams 
report  an  advance  owing  to  frost.  Cloves  are  dearer  again, 
and  a  large  business  has  been  done.  Shellac,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  much  lower  for  delivery  ;  and  quinine  is  stagnant. 
Other  alterations  include  higher  prices  for  sulphate  of 
copper,  English  saltpetre,  and  Chinese  soy.  American  oil  of 
peppermint  is  firm  ;  and  in  menthol  a  fair  business  has  been 
done  at  the  decline  registered  last  week.  Cod-liver  oil  is 
weak,  and  there  are  practically  no  buyers  in  view  of  the 
new  fishing.  A  large  auction  of  vanilla  was  held  this  week. 
Subjoined  are  the  principal  alterations  of  the  week. 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Camphor  (ref.) 

Ginger 

Petroleum 

Capsicums 

Copper  sul- 

(Cochin) 

Vanilla 

Chillies 

phate 

Golden  seal 

Oil,  cod-liver 
Pepper 

Oil,  camphor 

Opium 

Oil,  turpen- 

Soy 

Shellac 

tine 

Rosin 

Saltpetre 

(Eng.) 

Wild  cherrv- 

bark 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c ,  have  arrived  at  the 
principal  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  January  5  to  11, 
inclusive  :  Acetanilide  (@  Amsterdam),  10 ;  acetate  of  lime  (@ 
Fiume)  418,  (@  New  York)  3,085;  acid,  boric  (@  Leghorn),  6; 
acid,  citric  (@  Bordeaux),  14;  acid,  lactic  (@  Rotterdam),  6; 
aciri,  sulphuric  (@  Amsterdam),  75;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Bari)  18, 
(@  Bordeaux)  8 ;  aloes  (@  Mossel  Bay),  84  cs. ;  aniseed  (©  Con- 
stantinople ',  50;  albumen  (@  Shanghai),  3;  aniseed  (@  Mar- 
seilles), 147;  annatto  seed  (@  Colombo).  42;  arrowroot  (@  Natal), 
60  cs. ;  arsenic  (@  Melbourne)  155;  (@  St  Nazaire)  179  ;  benzoin 
(@  Singapore)  132,  (@  Penang)  18;  bird-lime  (@  Kobe),  100  cs. ; 
bismuth  ore  (@  Malaga),  50  bgs.;  bleaehing-powder  (@  Ham- 
burg), 58;  borax  (@  Mollendo),  1,192;  bromine  (@  Hamburg), 
207  cs. ;  cardamoms,  272;  canary-seed  (@  Rodosto),  875; 
eascara  aagrada  (@  New  York),  628 ;  citrate  of  lime 
(@  Messina),  20;  cochineal  (@  Las  Palmas),  45;  coriander- 
weed  (@  Trieste),  50  bis. ;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Marseilles), 
125;  colocynth  (@  Marseilles),  5  brig.;  cream  of  tartar 
(@  Bordeaux)  63,  (©  Tarragona)  20  ;{cumin-seed  (@  Mazagan),  29  ; 
cuttlefish-bone  (@  Marseilles),  35  ;  drugs  (©Marseilles)  25  bis., 
(@  New  York)  107  cs.  21  pkgs.  ;  gentian  ~(©  Marseilles),  55; 
ginger  (@  Hong-Kong),  425  cs.  400  cks. ;  gum  arabic  (©  Karachi), 
50  cs. ;  juniper-berries  (©  Leghorn),  136  ;  liquorice  (@  Marseilles), 
300  cs. ;  menthol  (@  Yokohama)  20  cs.,  peppermint  oil  and 
crystals  65  cs.,  and  15  cs.  menthol  in  tr. ;  oil,  cassia  (®  Bremen), 
25  bns. ;  oil,  castor  (@  Calcutta)  400  cs.,  (@  Leghorn)  36  cs.,  (@ 
Antwerp)  80  brls.;  oil,  cod-liver  (@  Aalesund)  29,  (@  Bergen)  16; 
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oil,  eucalyptus  (@  Adelaide),  30  cs. ;  oil,  peppermint  (@  Kobe1, 
20  cs.  in  tr. ;  oils,  essential  (@  Hong-Kong)  25  cs.,  20  cs.  in  tr., 
(®  Trieste)  2  cs.,  (@  Messina)  14,  (@  Palermo)  29,  (@  New  York) 
107,  {(a)  Messina)  20  ;  opium  (@  Calcutta)  30,  (®  Constantinople) 
22 ;  orris  (@  Leghorn)  49  pkgs. ;  pot.  carb.  (@  Rotterdam),  19  ; 
pot.  chlor.  (@  Gothenburg',  20;  pot.  pruss.  (©  Hamburg),  30; 
rhubarb  (@  Shanghai',  24;  roots  (@  Marseilles)  18,  (©  New 
York)  10;  saltpetre  (@  Calcutta),  1,300;  eandarnc  (©Mazagan), 
145  ;  sarsaparilla  (@  New  York),  50  ;  senna  (@  Suez).  75;  shellac 
(@  Calcutta)  1,042,  button  ditto  197;  soy  ((g)  Hong-Kong), 
413  cks.  ;  squill  (@  Trieste),  12  ;  sugar  of  l^ad  (©  Hamburg',  15  ; 
sugar  of  milk  (@  Genoa),  10  ;  tamarinds  (®  Calcutta),  50;  tartar 
(©  Marseilles)  20,  (©  Naples)  88  ;  vanilla  [via  Auckland),  17  cs.  ; 
wax,  bees'  (@  Calcutta)  29,  (@  Morocco)  20. 

The  Liverpool  Drug=market. 

Liverpool,  January  13. 

Balsam  Copaiba  (Maranham).— Two  barrels  sold  at  auction 
at  Is.  &$d.  per  lb.  The  small  stocks  are  firmly  held  at  Is.  7i<7., 
and  the  arrivals  continue  to  be  light. 

Castor  Oil  is  attracting  somewhat  more  attention,  but  at 
rather  easier  rates,  whilst  retail  sales  are  still  being  effected  in 
good  seconds  Calcutta  at  2\d.  to  2{c,d.,  first  pressure  French  at 
2(^(1.  to  2|rf.,  first-preSiUre  Belgium  at  2?sd.,  and  second  pressure 
French  at  2£<7.  per  lb.  Calcutta,  for  January-February  and 
February-March  shipments,  is  still  quoted  at  2\d.  per  lb. 

Chillies.— Recent  arrivals  of  Sierra  Leone  were  offered  at 
auction  last  week,  and  bDUght  in  at  50s.  per  cwt. 

Irish  Moss. —The  small  parcel  of  common  recently  offered  at 
auction  was  bought  in  at  21s.  per  cwt. 

Lycopodium.— Very  firm  and  likely  to  be  dearer,  Hamburg 
agents  quoting  2s.  5d.  uet,c.i.f. 

Potashes.— Stocks  have  been  entirely  cleared,  and  difficulty  is 
experienced  in  getting  further  tupplies  forward. 

Quillaia. — Several  fresh  arrivals  have  taken  place  during  the 
past  week.  Prices  are  well  maintained  at  from  21?.  to  211.  10s. 
per  ton. 

Calabar  Beans. -Small  sales  have  been  made  from  the  quay 
at  8</.  per  lb. 

Kola.— At  auction  3  bags  of  dried  sold,  ex  quay,  at  Z^d. 
per  lb. 

Wax,  Carnauba. — Sales  of  good  medium  grey  have  been  made 
privately  at  95s.  per  cwt.,  and  70  bags  grey  sold  at  91s.  to  91s.  6d. 

Wax,  Bees.  — Small  sales  of  Sierra  Leone  have  been  made  at 
61.  15s.  per  cwt.,  and  Gambia,  at  71.  Ten  bags  Chilian  have  been 
sold  in  store  at  11.  5s.  per  cwt. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  January  12. 

Business  in  general  is  improving,  and  our  diug-market  shows 
more  activity. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  extremely  firm  and  scarce;  holders  now 
ask  520m.  per  100  kilos,  (see  cablegram). 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  quiet  at  16bra.  per  100  ldlos. 

Condurango  is  steady  at  75m.  per  100  kilos. 

Carnauba  Wax  is  very  firm  at  from  190m.  to  205m.  per 
100  kilos.,  according  to  quality. 

Coriander-seed  is  firm  and  advancing,  32m.  per  100  kilos, 
being  asked. 

Cumin-seed  is  quoted  at  50m.  to  53m  per  100  kilos. 

Golden  Seal  is  firmer  at  740m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  is  firmly  held  at  12m.  to  12£m.  per  kilo., 
and  of  Cartagena  only  a  little  is  offered. 

Kola  is  firm  at  100m.  to  120m.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  is  strong  and  scarce,  510m.  per  100  kilos,  being 
asked  for  cases. 

Menthol,  for  prompt  delivery,  is  firmly  held,  holders  asking 
42m.  per  kilo. 

Senega  is  hardening,  holders  asking  from  735m.  to  745m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Sugar  of  Milk  is  dearer  at  120m.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax  (Japanese)  is  firmer  at  146m.  per  100  kilos. 

Oils  (Fixed).— Castor  is  unchanged  at  39m.  per  100  kilos,  for 
first-pressing,  in  barrels.  Linseed  is  steady,  and  palm-kernel  is 
advancing.  Chinese  wood  oil  for  prompt  delivery  is  quoted  52im. 
per  100  kilos.  Turpentine  has  rapidly  advanced,  spot  being 
offered  at  93m.,  and  for  February-April  shipment  91m.  per 
100  kilos,  has  been  paid.  , .  a 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  is  firmer,  HGH  being  quoted 
14|m.  per  lb.,  and  Japanese  dementholised  15m.  per  kilo.  Star- 
aniseed  is  firm  at  10rSm.  per  kilo. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Although  a  somewhat  quiet  tone  is  still  prevalent  in  the  heavy- 
chemical  market  there  has  been  a  fair  improvement  in  the 
general  demand  since  last  writing,  and  for  the  season  of  the  year 
business  can  hardly  be  described  as  being  of  a  disappointing 
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character.  Values  rule  firm  all  round,  with  prospect  of  so  con- 
tinuing. 

Sulphate  op  Ammonia  steadily  maintains  a  firm  tone.  Beck- 
ton,  121.  17s.  6d.  to  13Z. ;  Beckton  terms,  12/.  17s.  6tZ.  ;  London. 
121.  17s.  6cl ;  Leith,  12/.  15s.,  to  12/.  17s.  6d.;  and  Hull,  12/.  15s. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching-powder  is  in  fair  request  at  the 
advanced  rates  of  4/.  to  4/.  10s.  per  ton.  Caustic  soda  rules 
steady  at  unaltered  figures  and  is  in  moderate  demand : 
76  to  77  per  cent.,  101.  10s  to  10/.  12s.  6d.  per 
ton ;  70  per  cent.,  9/.  15s.  to  9/.  17s.  6(1.  per  ton ;  and 
60  per  cent.,  8/.  15s.  to  81.  17s.  6d.  per  ton.  Ammonia 
alkali,  with  strong  demand,  steadily  maintains  a  firm  position,  at 
4/.  10s.  to  4/.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  at  works.  Soda  crystals 
are  moving  well,  at  figures  varying  from  55s  to  62s.  6d.  per  ton, 
f.o.b.  Tyne;  f.o.b.  Liverpool,  67s.  6<7.  per  ton.  Uicarbonate  of  soda 
steady,  at  6Z.  7s.  6d.  to  67.  15s.  per  ton  in  large  casks,  and  6Z.  15s. 
to  7Z.  2s.  6d.  per  ton  in  1-cwt.  kegs.  Saltcake  has,  if  anything, 
further  improved  in  tone,  with  quotation  nominally  about  30s.  per 
ton,  free  on  rails,  in  bulk.  Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  are 
quiet,  at  2|<Z.  per  lb.  Yellow  prussiates  of  potash  and  soda 
quietly  steady :  potash,  5^d.  to  5|fZ.  per  lb.,  and  soda,  3jcZ.  to 
4<7.  per  lb.  Glauber's  salts  maintain  a  firmer  tone,  at  30s.  to 
33s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in  bags.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  steady, 
and  somewhat  scarce  :  casks  (6-8-cwt.),  5Z.  2s.  6<7.  to  5Z.  12s.  6d. 
per  ton;  1-cwt.  kegs,  5/.  17s.  6d.  to  8Z.  per  ten,  according  to 
quality  and  quantity.  Silicates  of  soda  in  average  request  at  un- 
altered figures:  H0°  Tic.,  4Z.  2s.  6d.  to  4Z.  12s.  6d.  per  ton; 
100°  Tw.,  3Z.  12s.  6d.  to  4Z.  2s.  6d.  per  ton;  and  75°  Tw.,  3Z.  5s. 
to  3Z.  15s.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Liverpool  or  Tyne,  in  usual  casks,  and 
according  to  quality,  quantity,  and  market. 

American  Drug- market. 

New  York,  December  29. 

Business  is  dull  in  all  branches  of  the  drug-trade  and  the 
market  has  a  lifeless  appearance. 

Aloes  (Curacao). — The  market  is  unsettled  pending  more 
detailed  reports  from  primary  sources.  Sapplies  on  the  spot 
can  be  bought  at  ihc,  though  some  dealers  ask  4c. 

Beeswax  is  quiet,  with  29c,  the  lowest  for  ordinary  yellow 
wax. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — The  market  generally  is  firm  for  both  the 
Norwegian  and  domestic  varieties.  Some  of  the  cheaper  Nor- 
wegian oils  have  sold  at  $100.  Prime  brands  are  held  st  $105 
to  §110,  and  Newfoundland  is  firm  at  Xi. 50  per  gal. 

Ergot  is  unsettled  and  easier,  with  quotations  varying  from 
35c.  to  40c. 

Camphor  has  advanced  to  58nc.  in  bulk.    Supplies  are  not 
heavy  and  a  higher  maruet  is  1  joked  for. 
Menthol  is  quiet,  at  §5.25. 

Peppermint  Oil.  A  firmer  feeling  has  induced  some  dealers 
to  ask  $2.Zo,  but  $2.65  will  still  buy  bulk  oil. 

Opium  is  dull  and  neglected,  with  $2.95  per  lb.  a  nominal 
quotation  for  single  cases. 

Quinine  is  quiet  and  unchanged,  manufacturers  quoting  on  a 
basis  of  25c.  per  oz. 

Sarsaparilla.  -  Mexican  is  easy  at  9c.  per  lb.,  but  no  business 
is  passing. 

German  Drug=trade  in  1903. 

In  the  course  of  a  short  review  of  the  principal  features  of  the 
German  drug  and  chemical  trades  during  1903,  Messrs.  Briickner, 
Lampe  &  Co.,  Berlin,  state  that  profits  were  considerably  lessened 
by  very  keen  competition  in  both  branches,  and  by  increased  ex- 
penses, involving  higher  taxes  and  wages  ;  orders  increased,  how- 
ever, in  number,  but  decreased  in  value.  Credit-accounts  were, 
on  the  whole,  promptly  paid,  so  that  there  were  no  great  losses 
through  bad  debts  Apart  from  tae  considerable  fluctuations  in 
prices  of  a  few  articles,  average  values  showed  a  d<-crease.  The 
increase  in  the  price  of  silver  resulted  in  advanced  prices  for 
goods  imported  from  silver-producing  countries.  Up  to  tne  end 
of  November  the  exports  of  druggists'  and  apothecaries'  wares  aud 
colour-goods  in  1903  from  the  German  Cubtoma'  districts 
amounted  to  9,0b0,651  Doppelzentner,  against  8,389,185  dz.  in 
1902,  and  8,l?6,i01dz.  in  1901.  A  still  greater  expansion  of 
trade  was  hindered  by  the  uncertainty  regarding  the  commercial 
political  future.  The  most  marked  fluctuations  in  value  were  in 
oil  of  peppermint,  cloves,  cod-hvt:r  oil,  sugar  of  milk,  opium, 
morphine,  senega,  caBcara  sagrada,  and  rhubarb  ;iwhile  the  prices  of 
oils  of  bergamot,  lemon,  orange,  acacia  gum,  vanilla,  ipecacu- 
anha, and  all  Thunngian  roots  declined  considerably. 

Cablegrams. 

Smyrna,  January  14 : — Owing  to  frost  the  opium  market 
is  advancing,  and  there  are  now  buyers  at  from  8s.  to  8s.  3d. 
per  lb.  f.o.b.  Sellers,  however,  are  very  firm,  and  the  sales 
since  the  8th  instant  amount  to  200  cases. 

Hamburg,  January  14  : — Refined  camphor  has  been  raised 
to  600m.  per  100  kilos.    Lycopodium  is  scarce  and  dear  at 


540m.  per  100  kilos.  American  oil  of  turpentine  is  excited, 
the  market  having  advanced  to  92§m.  per  100  kilos.  Cascara 
sagrada  is  improving. 

New  York,  January  14: — The  market  here  is  active. 
Cascara  sagrada  has  advanced  to  17c.  per  lb.  Refined 
camphor  is  excited,  holders  having  advanced  their  prices  to 
61c.  per  lb.  Curacao  aloes  is  firmer  at  4c.  per  lb.  Opium 
continues  dull  at  $2.92  per  lb.  for  druggists' quality  in  single 
lots.  Rio  ipecacuanha  has  been  reduced  to  #1.25  per  lb., 
and  cocaine  hydrochloride  is  also  lower  at  $3.25  per  oz. 
Menthol  remains  quiet  at  $5  25  per  lb. 


Acid,  Tartaric. — Firm  at  Is.  l%d.  per  lb.  for  English, 
Is.  0%d.  for  foreign,  and  Is.  Id.  for  forward  delivery. 

Arrowroot  —At  auction  400  barrels  of  St.  Vincent  mostly 
sold  at  from  \\d.  to  \\tl.  per  lb.,  and  4  half-barrels  good 
Bermuda  were  disposed  of  at  Is.  5d.  Privately,  St.  Vincent 
has  changed  hands  at  \\d.  per  lb. 

Belladonna. — Good  testing  root  continues  very  scarce, 
and  is  much  sought  after.  Fair  quality,  the  test  of  which 
is  not  guaranteed,  is  obtainable  at  from  33s.  to  40.,'.  per  cwt., 
spot. 

Camphor. — English  refiners  have  been  selling  at  from  3d. 
to  4i.  per  lb.  above  the  "  official ''  price,  from  2s.  6d.  to 
2s'  9d.  per  lb.  having  been  paid  for  small  lots  for  prompt 
delivery,  and  at  the  present  stage  no  contracts  are  being 
entered  into  ;  in  fact,  the  refiner  have  practically  withdrawn 
from  the  market.  It  is  now  about  four  months  ago  since  there 
were  any  firm  offers  of  crude  material  from  the  monopoly, 
and  it  is  doubtful  when  any  further  offers  will  bs  forth- 
coming, so  that  with  the  approach  of  the  spring  consumption 
the  value  of  refined  is  likely  to  be  in  the  neighbourhood  of ' 
4s.  per  lb.  It  is  also  said  that  the  Japanese  Government 
regard  camphor  as  a  valuable  war  asset  and  are  keeping 
back  supplies.  In  Japanese  refined  camphor  a  large  business 
has  been  done,  and  for  April-May  shipment  2s.  3d.  per  lb. 
c.i.f,  was  quoted  on  Tuesday  for  1-oz.  tablets. 

Cardamoms. — The  expirts  from  Ceylon  show  a  substantial 
increase  as  compared  with  previous  years,  the  following 
being  the  shipments  from  January  1  to  December  14: 

1903         1902  1901  1900 

Lbs.    ...    799,225      58J.219      460,708  490,300 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  s.s.  Minnehaha  from  New  York 
has  brought  628  sacks,  most  of  which  is  said  to  have  been 
sold  forward.   Our  New  York  cable  denotes  an  improvement. 

Chamomiles — Good  Belgian  flowers  are  offered  at  from 
33s.  to  37s  6i  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  according  to  quality.  Holders 
abroad,  however,  are  not  eager  to  sell,  anticipating  higher 
rates,  in  view  of  the  fact|that  later  on  the  scarcity  of  hops, 
both  here  and  on  the  Continent,  may  induce  a  demand  for 
chamomiles  as  a  substitute. 

Cinchona. —  The  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
January  28  will  consist  of  10,763  bales  and  834  cases, 
weighing  1,014,307  kilos. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  5s.  per  ton  dearer,  19Z.  15s.  having 
been  paid  for  ordinary  brands  on  the  spot.  Anchor  brand  is 
still  quoted  22Z.  10s. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  very  firm  at  from  86s.  to  87s.  per  cwt. 
for  98  per  cent,  powder,  and  83s.  to  84s.  for  95  per  cent. 

Galls. — Chinese  galls  have  advanced,  sellers  now  asking 
51s.  per  cwt.  for  January- February  steamer  shipment,  owing 
to  the  advance  in  the  rate  of  exchange. 

Gambier. —  Cubes  have  been  sold  in  small  parcels  at 
37s  6  i.  for  fine.  At  auction,  169  bags  of  cubes  were  bought 
in  at  37s. 

Gamboge. — After  the  auction  last  week  a  small  sale  of 
fair  61am  pipe,  slightly  blocky,  was  male  at  15/.  per  cwt., 
and  this  is  now  the  current  quotation. 

Gentian. — Holders  on  the  spot  are  firm  at  from  19s.  6i: 
j  to  20s.,  London  term-s.    Rather  more  demand  is  reported. 

Golden  Seal. — Rathjr  firmir,  with  small  sales  at  3s.  31. 
per  lb.,  net. 

Honey. — Italian  is  firmly  held  at  from  37s.  to  38s.  per 
cwt.  for  good  white. 
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Iceland  Moss.— A  leadiDg  importer  asks  20;?.  per  cwt., 
c.i.f. 

Insect-flowers  are  firm,  and  in  good  demand.  Closed 
flowers  are.  quoted  from  95s.  per  cwt.  upwards,  half-closed  at 
from  68s.  to  75s.,  and  open  flowers  55s.  to  60s.  per  cwt ,  c.i.f. 
terms. 

Menthol  —The  forced  sales  in  auction  last  week  were 
effected  in  order  to  keep  current  price  low  for  those  importers 
who  have  oversold  and  were  behind  with  their  deliveries. 
There  has  been  a  fair  business  this  week,  holders  of  Kobayashi 
quoting  17s  Qd,,  spot,  and  Yazawa  17s.  per  lb.,  which  price* 
have  b  en  paid.  For  arrival,  business  has  been  done  at 
16s.  Qd.,  c.i.f.,  for  near  at  hand  for  Kobayashi. 

Oil,  Castor. — Hull  make  for  prompt  delivery  is  offered  at 
19/.  7s.  Qi.  per  ton  for  firsts  and  17/.  7s.  Qd.  for  seconds, 
while  for  February  to  June  delivery  19/.  12s  Qd  and 
18/.  2s.  Qd.  is  quoted  for  firsts  and  seconds  respectively, 
delivered  free,  ex  wharf  London.  Finest  tasteless  Italian  in 
lots  of  10  cases  is  quoted  30s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  net,  c.  and  f. 
London. 

Oil,  Cod-liver. — In  view  of  the  near  approach  of  the  new 
season's  oil,  there  is  little  or  no  disposition  to  do  business 
here,  and  buyers  are  waiting  events.  Quotations  are,  there- 
fore, nominal,  the  tendency  being  weak.  In  one  direction  a 
circular  has  been  sent  out  offering  the  new  season's  oil  at  280s 
per  barrel,  f.o.b.,  and  it  is  said  small  sales  have  been  made  at 
this  price,  but  more  money  is  now  as-ked.  For  strictly  prime 
Norwegian  oil  400s.,  it  is  said,  has  been  paid  for  small  lot>, 
but  our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  January  9  that  little 
progress  has  bi-en  made  in  regard  to  the  new  fishing.  The 
seals  apparently  are  not  present  in  such  quantities  as  last 
year,  and  only  at  a  few  places  are  they  considered  to  be  a 
hindrance  to  the  fishing.  However,  the  quality  of  the  cod  is 
reported  to  be  better  than  last  year,  although  far  from  being 
up  to  the  regular  standard.  One  is  therefore  entitled  to 
the  belief  that  the  fishing  this  year  will  produce  better 
results  than  that  of  1903  The  market  is  quiet,  buyers 
awaiting  f urther  developments  in  regard  to  the  fishing.  The 
experts  from  Bergen  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  amount 
to  35  barrels,  against  18  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period 
of  last  year. 

Oils,  Essential. — A  first-class  brand  of  Messina  Oil  of 
Lemon  is  quoted  2s.  3d.  per  lb.,  o.i.f.,for  new  crop  for  prompt 
shipment.  Latest  Messina  advices  report  a  firmer  t>ndency 
there.  Oil  of  Bergamot  is  offered  at  7s.  3d  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 
terms,  and  Oil  of  Orange  is  becoming  scarcer  at  from  7s.  2d. 
to  7s  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  Oil  of  CUronella  remains  scarce 
and  wanted  on  the  spot,  holders  still  asking  Is.  Zd.  Business 
has  been  done  in  ton  lots  for  January- March  shipment  to 
London  at  Is  Okd.  per  lb.,  c.i  f.  Java  description  is  not 
available,  the  entire  supply  having  been  bought  up  by 
the  United  States  some  time  ago.  Oil  of  Lemonrjrass  is  firm 
at  7(7  per  oz.  spot,  or  5-kd  ,  c  i.f.  Oil  of  Clove  remains  at  5s. 
nomiral,  as  previous  contracts  made  at  lower  prices  prevent 
this  price  being  paid  as  yet.  Oil  of  Peppermint  is  steady, 
but  very  quiet,  at  14s.  Qd.  per  lb  ,  spot,  and  12s.  for  pure  tin 
oil.  Japanese  dementholised  is  quoted  at  from  5s.  6d.  to 
6s.  per  lb.,  spot,  according  to  brand,  and  there  has  been  some 
inquiry.  Od  of  Cassia  remains  quiet,  small  sales  having 
lately  been  made  at  2s  Id.  per  lb.,  spot,  for  75  to  80  per 
cent.,  and  80  to  85  per  cent.  c.a.  3s.  Id.  is  asked.  Essential 
Oil  of  Camphor  has  further  advanced,  45s.  having  been  paid  ; 
and  50s.  is  now  asked  by  the  principal  holder. 

Oils,  Fixed. — American  water-white  Petroleum  has 
declined  \d  per  gal.,  the  present  quotations  being  from  S-d. 
to  8J(i  ;  ordinary  American  is  unaltered  at  l\d  to  lid, 
spot.  Russian  is  also  unchanged  at  Id.  to  7M.  from 
importers,  and  5JrZ.  to  6d.  from  second  hands.  Roumanian 
on  the  spot  is  Qyi.  to  Q%d.  Petroleum  Spirit  is  quoted  Id 
to  3d.  for  ordinary,  and  9d.  to  Is.  for  deodorised.  Turpentine 
has  been  stroDg  and  dearer,  the  United  States  buying 
on  this  market;  46s.  was  the  spot-price  on  Thursday 
evening.  Cochin  Coeoanvt  is  dearer  at  30s.  per  cwt.  on  the 
spot,  and  Ceylon  is  quiet  at  26s.  Linseed  is  quiet  at  17s. 
to  17s.  3d ,  and  17s.  Qd.  for  barrels.  Refined  fiape  is 
unaltered  at  22s.  9^.,  spot;  and  refined  Cottonseed  is  quoted 
19s  Qd.  to  2  Is  per  cwt. 

Oil,  Wood. — Chinese  is  firmer  for  arrival,  with  sellers  at 
25s.  6(Z.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms. 


Opium.— The  London  market  has  responded  to  that  of 
Smyrna,  and  a  considerable  quantity  has  changed  hands  on 
the  spot,  Persian  having  sold  up  to  lis.  Qd.,  and  Smyrna  drug- 
gists' up  to  8s.  Qd.  to  8s  9d.  per  lb. 

Smyrna,  December  31.-The  sales  during  the  month  of 
December  amounted  to  ?80  cases,  180  cases  of  which  were  for  the 
United  States,  and  the  balance  for  England  and  the  Continent 
with  only  10  cases  for  account  of  interior  speculators.  The 
arrivals  in  Smyrna  to  date  amount  to  1,670  cases,  against 
4,670  cases  at  the  same  period  of  last  year ;  and  in  Constantinople 
1,043  ,ases,  against  2,628  cases  in  190?.  The  stock  in  first  and 
second  hands  in  Smyrna  is  now  4,365  cases,  against  5,080  cases 
at  the  same  period  of  last  year;  and  in  Constantinople  717  cases, 
against  1,229  cases.  The  weather  continues  abnormally  mild' 
with  heavy  rains.  From  the  opium  districts  it  is  reported  that 
the  plants  are  already  an  inch  above  ground,  and  as  this  is  not  at 
all  the  ut.ual  thing,  much  is  feared  from  cold  during  January  and 
February.  J 

Podophyllum.  Resin  keeps  firm,  some  makers  quoting 
12s.  to  13s.  per  lb.  for  B  P.,  but  in  view  of  the  high  price  of 
root  they  are  not  keen  sellers. 

Potashes. — First  Montreal  remains  very  scarce,  holders 
asking  45s  per  cwt.,  while  no  American  is  available  on  the 
spot. 

Quicksilver.— Mr.  A.  S.  Pickering  has  issued  the  fol- 
lowing report  in  regard  to  quicksilver: 


Imports 

Exports 

Price 

Bottles 

Bottles 

Highest 

Lowest 

.  £  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

1903 

34,886 

18,846 

8  15  0 

8    5  0 

1902 

3i,iy2 

19,519 

8  17  6 

8  14  6 

1901 

35,341 

26,863 

9    2  6 

8  17  6 

19U0 

32,^25 

25,869 

9  12  6 

9    2  6 

1899 

51,696 

32,239 

9  12  6 

7  15  0 

1898 

54,563 

34,014 

7  15  0 

6  16  0 

1897 

54,734 

30,768 

7    7  6 

6    9  6 

1896 

47,159 

35,211 

7    6  0 

6    5  6 

1895 

49,654 

36,827 

7    8  6 

6    7  6 

1894 

51,251 

43,598 

6  14  0 

5    7  0 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  the  exports  are 
the  lowest  since  1894,  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  are  the 
lowest  for  twenty-three  years. 

Quinine. — Towards  the  close  of  last  week  some  20,000  oz. 
of  German  sulphate  were  sold  for  March  delivery  at  Is.  0§(7. 
to  Is  0^d.,  the  week  closing  with  buyers  on  the  spot  at 
Is.  OjrZ.  since  then  no  business  has  transpired,  there  being 
seller*  of  March  at  Is.  0^d  and  huyers  at  Is  0$d   per  c  z. 

Statistics  in  regard  to  cinchona  and  quinine  during  1903  have 
been  issued  by  Messrs.  C.  F.  Boehringer  &  Sohne.  the  features  of 
which  appear  to  be  the  narrow  fluctuations  in  the  unit  of  bark  at 
Amsterdam  compared  with  previous  years.  The  variations  in 
makers'  piices  are  also  extremt-ly  narrow,  as  will  be  seen  below: 

January  1,  Is.  l^d.       May  20,  Is.  1(7.        September  5,  Is.  1(Z. 

February  27,  Is.  2d.      June  20,  Is.  December  31,  Is.  Id 

Rosin  is  dearer,  at  7s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  for  common  strained, 
ex  wharf. 

Saltpetre. — Eoglish  is  dearer,  kegs  having  been  ad 
vanced  to  22s.  and  bairels  21s.  per  cwt. 

Senega. — Holders  generally  are  quoting  3s.  3d.  per  lb 
net. 

Serpextary  is  offered  at  from  Is.  10(7.  to  Is.  IQhl.  per 
lb.  net  on  the  spot. 

Shellac. — A  very  quiet  tone  has  prevailed,  and  the 
speculative  market  is  much  lower,  January  delivery  of  TN 
orange  having  been  sold  at  220s  per  cwt.  and  March  at 
200s.  co  198s ,  these  prices  beiDg  about  8s.  lower  since  last 
week.  Business,  however,  has  been  on  a  very  limited  scale, 
buyers  and  sellers  holding  off  the  market.  On  the  spot  fair- 
sales  of  somewhat  matted  second  orange  have  been  made 
at  222s.  to  223s.  per  cwt.,  and  AC  Garnet  is  quoted  195s. 
for  lair. 

Soy  is  firmer,  sellers  of  good  brands  asking  Is.  3d.  to 
Is.  lid.  per  gallon,  and  for  "  Looling  "  brand  2s.  3d.  landed 
terms  is  quoted. 
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Spermaceti.— Refined  American  is  now  quoted  Is.  per  lb. 
on  the  spot,  being  a  trifle  easier  than  when  we  last  quoted. 

Spices. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  450  barrels  of  Jamaica 
Ginger  were  offered,  of  which  about  100  sold  at  late  rates, 
including  lean  and  dark  at  37s.  to  38s.,  small  bright  in  bags 
38s.  to  40s.  6i  ,  and  fair  at  41s  6i.  Of  550  bags  Coshin, 
200  sold  without  reserve  at  22s.  6d.  for  low  brown  wormy 
Calicut.  Ordinary  unsorted  native  cut  was  bought  in  at  45?., 
small  and  medium  45s.,  and  medium  and  bold  60s.  Fair 
limed  Japan  was  bought  in  at  25s. .  and  good  Bengal  at  25s. 
per  cwt.  Privately  washed  rough  Cochin  has  been  sold  for 
arrival  at  25s.  61.  c.i.f.,  and  brown  Calicut  rough  at  25s.  c.i.f. 
terms,  with  spot  at  30s.  for  good,  being  firmer.  Black 
Singapore  Pepper  sold  without  reserve  (100)  at  Q\rl.  to  6gd 
for  barely  fair :  Lampong  fair  was  bought  in  at  6^d.,  and 
fair  Tellicherry  at  6§d  Privately  the  market  for  arrival  closed 
lower  on  Wednesday  with  sellers  of  January-March  and  Mar  h- 
May  at  6{'gd.  All  the  offerings  of  White  Pepper  at  auction  were 
bought  in,  including  good  bold  Singapore  at  10|.i.,  browaish 
Penang  at  9~%d.,  and  brownish  Lampong  at  9\d.  to  lOi. 
Privately  values  are  firm  at  9\d.  per  lb.  for  fair  Singapore  on 
the  spot,  and  9\d.  for  fair  Penang.  Chillies  easier,  97  bags 
of  Nyasaland  selling  at  48s.  to  50s.  for  fine,  and  46s.  6d.  to 
47s.  6d.  for  good.  Capsicums  lower,  fine  bold  dark  red 
Nyasaland  off  stalk  selling  at  50s.,  fair  red  and  yellowish 
off  stalk  at  28s.  to  31s.  Maee  and  Nutmegs  were  both  quiet. 
Of  Zanzibar  Cloves  316  bales  offered,  and  110  sold  at  7ffZ.  to 
8i.  for  sea-damaged,  and  of  66  cases  Java,  17  sold  at  8i.  for 
dark  unpicked,  and  Bk'l.  for  good  bright  picked.  Privately 
fair  Zanzibar  is  offered  on  the  spot  at  8|'Z.  to  8}d.,  and  for 
delivery  a  large  business  has  been  done  ;  up  to  92.  has  been 
paid  for  June- August  delivery. 

Tartar  Emetic. — 3.P.  quality  is  quoted  at  lOi.  per  lb.  in 
kegs. 

Trional  is  quoted  12s  61.  per  lb.,  net,  in  7-lb.  parcels. 

Vanilla. — At  the  opening  auctions  of  the  year  on 
Wednesday  the  large  supply  ot  2,860  tins,  mostly  Seychelles, 
were  offered,  the  selling  of  which  was  not  concluded  until 
to-day  (Thursday).  There  was  a  good  all-round  demand, 
and  practically  everything  was  sold,  prices  being  rather 
easier,  except  in  the  case  of  brown  and  foxy  beans,  which 
brought  full  prices.  Fine  brought  12s.  to  15;.  61.,  split  12.'. 
to  14s.,  medium  long  9s.  3i.  to  10s.,  medium  6;.  3d.  to  9s.,  fair 
to  good  short  4s.  9d.  to  6s.,  and  common  dry  brown  2*.  6d.  to 
4s.  9d.  per  lb. 

Verdigris.— Good  dry  pod  is  quoted  par  lb.  on  the 
spot,  in  2-cwt.  casks. 

Wild-cherry  Bark  has  advanced  to  3f  I.  per  lb ,  net,  on 
the  spot. 


H80oriatton  Ballaos. 


II.  Babnsley. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Dearne  there's  a  prosperous  town 
Where  damask  and  diapers  skilfully  made 

With  towelling,  huckaback,  fine  linen  gown, 
Or  coal  from  the  pit,  may  be  always  surveyed. 

But  better  than  these,  at  Dame  Pharmacy's  call, 
There  are  men  who  are  not  by  outsiders  despised  ; 

They  are  Yorkshire,  of  course  ;  and  ao  ''  Keen'uas,"  and  all 
That  they  do  is  considered  ;  no  feelings  disguised. 

There's  President  Bllisson,  Rigby  his  clerk, 

And  Tomlin  and  Bellamy  ready  to  give 
For  the  good  of  their  fellows  ;  while  others  oE  mirk, 

Like  Billiogton,  tell  of  "  The  best  way  to  live." 

No  tropes  or  fandangoes  for  hard-headed  men ; 

Their  meetings  are  business,  but  politics  play 
Quite  a  part  in  their  talks.    All  in  pharmacy's  ken 

Is  discussed  in  a  quiet,  intelligent  way. 

Or  course  they  are  fighters  ;  what  Yorkshireman's  not  ? 

So  tooth  pulling  Oglesby  hitherward  hies, 
And  the  G.M.C.  wig  him,  until  they  get  hot, 

But  note  his  implacable  mien  with  surprise. 

There  are  others,  like  Norwood  and  Mathew  and  Na3h, 
Who  do  worthy  credit  to  Pharmicy's  name  ; 

And  none  of  them  bellow,  speak  things  that  are  rash, 
Or  do  aught  that  reflects  on  fair  Barnsley's  fame. 


Coming  Events. 

Notices  for  insertion  under  this  heading  should  be  received 
by  the  Editor  on  Wednesday  of  each  week. 


Monday,  January  18. 

Glasgow  Optical  Society,  White  &  Smith's  Restaurant,  Gordon 
Street,  at  7.30  p.m.  Dinner,  and  address  by  the  Prasident, 
Mr.  R.  Tocher,  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Tuesday,  January  19. 

East  Sussex  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Edinburgh  Hotel, 
St.  Leonards,  at  8.30  p.m.  The  President  will  read  a  paper 
on  "  Pharmacy  :  its  Evolution  and  Present  Condition." 

Royal  Photographic  Society  of  Great  Britain,  66  Russell 
Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  Douglas  English  will  give  a  paper 
entitled  "  Camera  Note3  on  Natural  History." 

Wednesday,  January  20. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  5  30  p.m. 
Ordinary  meeting.  Among  the  papers  to  be  read  are  two  on 
"  Nickel  Carbonyl,"  by  Professor  Dewar  and  Mr.  H.  O.  Jones. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain  (North  British 
Branch),  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at  8.30  p.m.  Mr.  Peter 
Boa  on  "  Glycerinum  Pepsini,  B.P.,"  and  Mr.  D.  B.  Dott  will 
contribute  pharmacopoeial-revision  notes  on  "Liquor  Ferri 
Perchloridi  Fortis  "  and  "  Podophylli  Resina." 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  at  8  p.m. 
Presidential  address  on  "  The  Evolution  of  Vertebrate 
Animals  in  Time." 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  17  B'oomsbury 
Square,  W.C.,  at  3  p.m.  Professor  R.  B.  Wild  on  "  University 
Education  for  Pharmacists,"  and  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd  on 
"  Concurrent  Curricula." 

Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and  Chemical  Society,  Montgomery 
Hall,  at  9  p.m.  Mr.  J.  W.  J.  Turner,  "  Notes  on  the  Pharma- 
copoeia." 

Chemists'  Ball,  Whitehall  Rooms,  Hotel  Metropole,  W.C.  Tickets 
(lady's  12s.  6d  ,  gentleman's  17s.  Gd.)  can  be  had  from  the 
Stewards  or  Mr.  R.  A.  Robinson,  jun.,  Hon.  Secretary, 
17  Bloomsbury  Square,  W.C. 
Blackpool  and  Fylde  Chemists'  Association,  Palatine  Hotel, 
Blackpool.  Anuual  dinner.  Tickets  (5s.  each)  may  be  had 
from  Mr.  Sankey,  5  Bank  Hey  Street,  Blackpool. 

Thursday,  January  21. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Vestry  Hall,  Islington 
Row,  Birmingham,  at  7.30  p.m.  Annual  ball.  Tickets 
(5s.  each)  may  be  had  from  Mr.  J.  A.  Radford,  Hon.  Secretary, 
14  Union  Street,  Birmingham. 

Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Pharmaceutical  Association, 
94  West  Regent  Street,  at  9.15  p.m.  Mr.  J.  P.  Gilmour  on 
"  The  Pharmacist  as  Food,  specialist,"  and  Mr.  T.  Maben  on 
"  The  Valuation  of  Drugs." 

Leeds  Chemists'  Association,  Masonic  Rooms,  Carlton  Hill,  at 
8.30  P  M.    Social  evening  and  dance. 

Bournemouth  Pharmaceutical  Association,  Albert  Restaurant, 
Albert  Road,  at  8.30  p.m.  Discussion  on  "  The  Necessity  and 
Advantiges  of  a  Scheme  of  Local  Price-protection." 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  Oxford 
Street,  W.,  at  9  P.M.  Mr.  W.  L.  Howie  will  give  a  lantern- 
lecture  entitled  "  From  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Matterhorn." 

Nottingham  Chemists'  Association,  Victoria  Station  Hotel,  at 
7.30  p.m.  Annual  dinner.  Tickets  (4s.  each)  may  be  had 
from  the  Secretaries,  Mr.  A.  Eberlin,  2  Chapel  Bar,  or  Mr.  W. 
Gill,  207  Radford  Road.  The  President  and  Vice-President 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  expected  to  be  present. 

Friday,  January  22. 

Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association,  Surrey  House,  "Victoria 
Embankment,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  G.  W.  Lindsay  (Camber- 
well  Infirmary)  on  "  Glass  and  Glass-bottles." 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Piccadilly, 
W.,  at  9  p.m.  The  Rev.  Walter  Sidgreaveson  "  Spectroscopic 
Studies  of  Astrophysical  Problems  at  Stonyhurst  College 
Observatory." 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Westminster  College  o  f  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy  has  been  fixed  for  February  15. 

The  annual  musical  evening  of  the  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Society  of  Ireland  will  take  place  at  the  Ulster  Hal),  Belfast,  on 
January  28.    Sir  James  H.  Haslett,  M.P.,  will  preside. 

The  annual  meeting  and  dinner  of  the  Cardiff  Pharmaceutical 
Association  will  be  held  at  the  Park  Hotel,  Cardiff,  on  Wednes- 
day, January  27.  The  meeting  is  to  take  place  at  4  p.m.,  the 
dinner  at  6.30  P.M. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3relano. 


COUNCIL-MEETING. 

THE  Council  met  at  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on 
Wednesday,  January  6,  at  3  p.m.  The  President  (Mr. 
Johnston  Montgomery)  was  in  the  chair,  and  the  other 
members  present  were  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  W.  F.  Wells), 
Messrs.  Moffitt  (Belfast),  Connor  (Newry),  Kelly,  Vincent 
Johnston,  Watson,  Smith,  Beggs,  White  (Sligo),  Dr.  Walsh, 
and  Professor  Tichborne. 

Letters  of  thanks  or  acknowledgment  from  Mr.  Thomas 
O'Sullivan,  Mr.  William  Wylie  (Assistant  Kegistrar  of  the 
Queen's  College,  Belfast),  and  from  Mr.  T.  P.  Gill  (of  the 
Department  of  Agricultural  and  Technical  Instruction  for 
Ireland)  were  intimated. 

Balling sloe  Silent. 

The  Vice-President  said  a  copy  of  the  letter  sent  to  the 
Agricultural  Department  regarding  a  conference  on  the  sale 
of  sheep-dip  had  been  sent  to  the  Ballinasloe  Urban  District 
Council,  but  had  not  been  acknowledged.  A  week  ago  the 
Eegistrar  wrote  again  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Ballinasloe  Council 
about  the  matter,  enclosing  a  stamped  envelope,  but  no 
acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  that  letter  either  had  been 
received.  The  first  letter  referred  to  a  statement  that  there 
was  only  one  chemist  in  the  district  who  could  sell  poisons. 
The  fact  was  that  there  were  certainly  two  in  the  town.  It 
had  also  been  stated  that  there  was  only  one  person  in  Ennis 
who  was  qualified  to  sell  poisons,  whereas  there  were  three 
licentiates  of  the  Society  there  and  a  doctor  keeping  open 
shop.  A  communication  had  also  been  sent  to  the  Urban 
Council  of  that  district,  and  he  had  no  doubt  that  a  reply 
would  be  received  to  it. 

A  New  Year's  greeting  from  the  Pharmacy  Board  of 
Queensland  was  intimated,  and  the  B.P.C.  "Year-Book" 
was  received. 

Chemists  in  Irish  Towns. 

The  President  moved  that  the  Council  should  not  proceed 
any  further  with  the  publication  of  the  index  of  persons 
keeping  open  shop  as  pharmaceutical  chemists,  apothecaries, 
chemists,  and  druggists.  Twelve  months  ago  the  Council 
passed  a  resolution  that  this  index  should  be  prepared,  and 
Mr.  Ferrall  had  been  working  ever  since  at  the  task  of 
getting  a  list  of  the  licentiates  in  business  all  through  the 
towns,  but  he  was  still  far  from  having  obtained  a  perfect 
list,  although  that  was  through  no  fault  of  his  own.  He  had 
sent  out  two  circulars  asking  for  the  names  of  the  persons  in 
business  in  each  district,  but  although  he  had  received  a 
pretty  good  response  the  returns  were  far  from  perfect.  The 
index  would  be  of  no  value  unless  it  was  perfect,  but  in 
order  to  make  it  so  the  Council  would  have  to  get  the  aid  of 
all  the  post-office  employes  of  the  country.  This  would  be  a 
very  large  order,  and  would  involve  an  expense  which  he 
did  not  think  the  Council  was  prepared  to  incur. 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion.  He  had 
looked  into  the  matter,  and  it  was  exactly  as  the  President 
had  stated.  The  printing  of  the  list  would  cost  a  consider- 
able amount  of  money,  and  he  questioned  if  there  would  be 
a  sale  for  it,  as  the  Calendar  served  for  business  purposes. 

Mr.  Beggs  said  that  the  idea  of  the  list  was  to  meet  a 
difficulty  of  getting  reliable  information  when  infringements 
of  the  law  occurred  in  country  towns. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  they  could  obtain  information  from  the 
inspectors  of  weights  and  measures  and  the  Constabulary. 
Had  any  applications  for  this  list  been  received  by  the 
Kegistrar  from  the  wholesale  houses  ? 

Mr.  Ferrall  replied  in  the  negative. 

The  President  :  Or  from  any  of  the  English  wholesale 
houses  ? 

Mr.  Ferrall  :  No ;  they  buy  the  Calendar. 

Messrs.  Johnston  and  Kelly  concurred  in  the  view  that 
it  was  not  desirable  at  present  to  proceed  with  the  publica- 
tion of  the  list,  and  the  motion  passed  unanimously. 

Country  Members'  Expenses. 

The  Vice-President  moved  a  resolution  authorising  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  51/.  17s.  Id.,  the  full  amount  of  the 
travelling  expenses  of  the  members  of  Council,  who  had 


had  to  come  up  from  the  country  to  attend  its  meetings. 
He  stated  that  the  present  order  was  not  to  form  a  prece- 
dent. It  was  the  least  that  they  could  do  for  the  country 
members  who  had  to  lose  a  whole  day  in  order  to  be  there 
for  two  or  three  hours. 
Dr.  Walsh  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President  said  he  trusted  gentlemen  would  under- 
stand that  this  motion  was  not  brought  forward  at  the  insti- 
gation of  any  of  the  country  members.  Mr.  Smith  spoke  to 
the  same  effect,  and  the  proposal  was  unanimously  agreed 
to. 

Company  Legislation. 

Mr.  Kelly  moved  that  the  Council  should  summon  a 
meeting  of  licentiates,  chemists  and  druggists,  and  druggists 
to  consider  the  advisability  of  seeking  an  amendment  of  the 
law  to  enable  the  enforcing  of  the  following  resolution  : 

That  no  person,  persons,  or  corporate  body  be  permitted  to 
keep  open  shop  for  the  dispensing  of  physicians'  or  surgeons' 
prescriptions  or  the  sale  of  poisons  except  they  be  duly  qualified 
to  do  so  by  education  and  examination. 

The  carrying  of  that  resolution  into  law  was  the  only  way 
out  of  the  difficulty  under  which  pharmacists  laboured.  In 
the  past  the  Council  bad  spent,  he  might  say,  a  fabulous 
amount  of  money  in  the  Law  Courts,  and  in  almost  every 
big  case  they  had  been  beaten.  They  had  lost  their  money 
and  had  not  improved  their  position,  because  the  conse- 
quence of  such  results  had  been  that  people  who  had  not 
previously  thought  of  forming  companies  had  started  them 
with  the  aid  of  qualified  men.  He  had  asked  the  Attorney- 
General  would  it  be  possible  for  six  men  not  qualified, in  the 
law  to  carry  on  the  business  of  a  lawyer  with  the  aid  of  one 
lawyer,  and  the  Attorney's  answer  was  "  No,"  and  he 
admitted  that  pharmacists  had  a  grievance,  and  said  that 
if  they  brought  it  before  Parliament  he  would  help  them. 
The  present  Solicitor-General  said  to  a  deputation,  "  You 
are  not  going  to  monopolise  the  thing";  and  his  (Mr. 
Kelly's)  reply  was  that  they  did  not  want  monopoly,  but 
only  protection — that,  whilst  the  law  compelled  their 
licentiates  to  be  educated,  it  allowed  six  unqualified  men  to 
do  what  one  of  them  could  not  legally  do  singly.  The 
Solicitor- General  admitted  that  that  was  a  grievance.  They 
were  in  a  worse  condition  than  their  neighbours  across  the 
water,  for,  though  they  had  companies  there,  the  drugs  were 
sold  there  and  manufactured  there,  whilst  unfortunately 
one  of  the  biggest  companies  that  they  had  in  Ireland  made 
the  country  a  mere  dumping-ground  and  took  about  20,000/. 
a  year  out  of  the  country  for  drugs.  The  only  men  who 
benefited  here  were  the  aristocratic  capitalists,  who  had 
dukes,  judges,  and  professional  men  for  customers.  There 
was  now  a  cry  for  lair  dealing,  and  therefore  the  present 
was  a  good  time  for  bringing  their  grievance  before  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  or  Parliament.  They  had  an 
opportunity  now  that  they  had  never  had  before.  Their 
counsel  (Mr.  Gordon,  K.C.)  was  a  member  of  Parliament, 
and  was  practically  the  legal  adviser  of  the  Castle  ;  they 
had  a  member  of  Parliament  who  was  a  Belfast  man ;  and 
they  would  also  have  the  aid  of  other  members  of  Parlia- 
ment. He  knew  that  they  might  meet  with  opposition,  but 
everything  could  be  fully  discussed  at  a  meeting  such  as 
that  which  he  proposed.  He  never  would  try  to  deprive 
families  of  their  business  whose  fathers  had  been  in 
business  before  them,  but  there  were  companies  springing 
up  like  mushrooms,  which  had  no  such  family  interests,  but 
consisted  merely  of  the  father,  the  wife,  and  three  or  four 
children,  who,  with  the  aid  of  one  qualified  man,  carried  on 
the  business  of  pharmacy  in,  perhaps,  a  grocer's  shop. 
Such  conduct  was  iniquitous,  and  should  be  put  a  stop  to. 

Mr.  Connor  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in  seconding  the 
motion.  The  matter  was  one  that  concerned  every  pharma- 
ceutical chemist  in  Ireland. 

Dr.  Walsh  said  he  perfectly  agreed  with  Mr.  Kelly  as  to 
the  desirability  of  obtaining  an  amendment  of  the  law  ;  but 
his  proposal  to  hold  a  meetiog  was  one  that  required  a  little 
consideration.  Supposing  that  it  were  held,  the  result  of  it 
would  be  to  ask  the  Council  to  take  the  necessary  steps  in 
the  matter ;  and,  so  far  as  the  licentiates  of  the  Society  were 
concerned,  the  meeting  had  already  taken  place,  for  this 
resolution  was  discussed  and  passed  at  an  annual  meeting, 
and  sent  forward  to  the  Council  with  instructions  to  take 
the  necessary  steps. 
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Mr.  Beggs  asked  would  it  be  advisable  at  the  proposed 
meeting  to  have  representatives  of  the  limited  companies 
present  and  thus  give  a  sanction  to  their  vested  interests  1 
The  object  of  the  motion  was  no  doubt  a  laudable  one  if 
they  could  accomplish  it.  Every  pharmaceutical  chemist 
in  the  country  would  thoroughly  agree  with  it.  They  all 
felt  that  their  rights  were  being  filched  from  them. 

The  Vice-President  said  the  same  thought  had  struck 
him  that  Dr.  Walsh  had  expressed,  and  that  was — what  was 
the  object  of  calling  the  meeting  that  was  suggested  ?  They 
had  got  beyond  that  stage.  There  was  no  question  that  it 
was  the  opinion  of  every  pharmacist  and  registered  druggist 
in  Ireland — barring  those  who  were  interested  in  companies — 
that  it  was  a  terrible  hardship  that  limited  companies  should 
be  allowed  to  trade  as  chemists  without  any  qualification 
whatever.  Every  member  of  the  Council  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority  of  their  licentiates,  and  of  the  druggists,  agreed 
that  it  was  a  terrible  hardship  that  their  Act  of  Parliament 
should  be  set  at  naught  in  the  way  it  was.  In  what  better 
position  should  they  be  afterwards  if  this  proposed  meeting 
should  be  held  ?  Let  a  special  meeting  of  the  Council  be 
summoned,  and  let  them,  as  a  committee,  go  thoroughly  into 
-the  matter  and  see  if  it  was  advisable  to  go  for  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  with  what  prospects  of  success  they  could 
do  so.  Many  of  the  members  of  the  present  Government 
were  interested  in  companies,  and  there  were  very  few 
members  of  Parliament  who  were  not  interested  in  those 
institutions  ;  and  they  would  be  going  to  ask  those  gentle- 
men to  shut  up  their  own  shops.  In  1890,  when  the  Council 
had  an  Amendment  Bill  before  Parliament,  the  President 
and  those  who  were  sent  over  with  him  to  London 
did  not  forget  the  big  co-operative  stores,  and  they 
had  a  clause  drafted  to  bring  before  the  House  of  Lords, 
but  Lord  Waterford  told  them  that  they  had  his  sympathies 
in  the  matter  as  well  as  those  of  the  Attorney-General,  but 
that  they  would  get  no  Houses  of  Parliament  to  pass  such  a 
clause,  and  that  they  need  not  put  it  into  their  Bill.  Did 
the  Council  imagine  that  they  would  be  able  to  pass  such  a 
clause  now  ?  Take  care,  if  they  went  to  Parliament,  that 
they  did  not  come  home  a  great  deal  worse  than  they  were 
when  they  went  there.  He  had  no  sympathy  for  the  men 
whose  fathers  happened  to  have  been  pharmaceutical 
chemists.  He  did  not  see  why  the  son  of  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  if  he  was  not  able  to  pass  an  examination,  should 
be  allowed  to  eat  their  bread.  On  a  previous  occasion 
they  tried  to  get  the  companies  to  agree  with  them, 
but  they  did  not  succeed.  If  they  now  asked  them 
to  go  to  Parliament  with  them,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  they  would  join  them ;  and  if  they  tried  to 
get  an  Act  passed  prohibiting  the  formation  of  new 
limited  companies  he  had  no  doubt  that  the  existing 
companies  could  help  them,  because  that  would  be  in  favour 
of  their  own  interests.  But  when  the  Council  tried  to  act 
with  the  limited  companies  before  they  found  the  companies 
wanted  something,  and  if  they  went  to  them  now  they 
would  find  them  wanting  something  for  themselves.  If 
this  matter  was  to  be  considered  at  all,  let  the  Council 
consider  it,  and  then  if  they  thought  fit  they  could  approach 
the  limited  companies.  The  licentiates  could  not  deal  with 
the  limited  companies.  Let  Parliament  be  asked  to  enact 
that  no  limited  company  should  be  allowed  to  trade  as 
pharmaceutical  chemists  except  under  certain  conditions, 
one  of  which  should  be  that  the  members  of  it  were  all 
qualified.  The  English  Society  were  going  for  a  Bill  in 
which  they  did  not  seek  to  shut  up  the  limited  companies, 
but  asked  that  every  limited  company  should  have  qualified 
directors ;  and  that  was  as  much  as  they  would  get.  Let 
the  limited  companies  be  brought  under  the  Acts  of  Parlia- 
ment and  subjected  to  some  restrictions.  At  present  they 
were  subject  to  none.  Parliament  could  be  got,  in  the 
interests  of  the  public,  to  subject  them  to  such  restrictions. 
Mr.  Kelly  was  in  error  in  saying  that  the  Council  had  been 
unsuccessful  in  all  their  big  law-cases.  The  only  ones 
which  they  had  lost  were  that  against  Hayes,  Conyngham 
■ic  Robinson,  and  the  Boyd  cases ;  and  they  had  been  able  to 
congratulate  themselves  on  the  way  in  which  their  solicitor 
(Mr.  Clay)  and  their  counsel  (Mr.  Gordon)  and  the  others 
who  had  assisted  them  had  acted  for  the  Society  and  on 
the  great  success  which  had  attended  their  efforts  in  the 
past.  They  did  not  lose  the  Grattan  case,  which  was  a 
good  decision  for  them  and  had  done  them  a  lot  of  good. 


If  they  went  for  a  Bill  to  have  their  titles  protected  they 
would  have  a  great  probability  of  success. 

Professor  Tichborne  said  they  should  not  now  drift  into  a 
discussion  as  to  the  merits  of  the  case.  Mr.  Kelly  wanted  a 
meeting  of  licentiates  and  of  outsiders  who  were  not 
members  of  the  Society,  but  who  were  interested  in  the 
matter.  There  was  a  good  deal  to  be  said  in  favour  of  that. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  doubt  that  the  unanimous 
opinion  of  such  a  meeting  would  have  weight.  The  other 
side  thought  the  matter  should  be  taken  up  at  a  meeting  of 
the  Council,  and  he  rather  thought  that  would  be  the  more 
practical  course  at  the  present  stage.  But  they  should  be 
assured  that  the  thing  would  be  carried  on. 

The  President  said  Mr.  Kelly  could  congratulate  himself 
on  the  fact  that  the  principle  of  his  motion  had  the  approval 
of  the  entire  Council.  He  was  not  bound  hard  and  fast  to 
the  terms  of  his  proposal ;  he  had  merely  kicked  off  the  ball ; 
and  he  (the  President)  was  sure  that  he  would  fall  in  with 
the  feeling  of  the  meeting.  This  question  of  dealing  with 
the  limited  companies  was  a  very  delicate  matter,  and  he 
thought  that  the  Council  should  go  fully  into  it  and  mark 
out  the  lines  on  which  they  would  be  prepared  to  go.  If 
they  took  it  up  at  all,  they  would  have  to  admit  the  limited 
companies.  He  had  been  told  that  Parliament  would  not 
entertain  the  idea  of  shutting  the  door  against  limited 
companies  in  the  future,  and  would  be  much  less  disposed  to 
interfere  with  existing  companies.  Therefore  the  Council 
should  proceed  very  cautiously.  At  present  the  limited 
companies  had  all  the  rights  that  they  had  except  that  of 
taking  apprentices,  and  they  (the  Council)  should  not  give 
away  the  little  that  was  left  them  unless  they  got  something 
in  lieu  of  it.  The  difficulty  would  be  to  get  the  limited 
companies  to  give  them  anything.  There  were  many  points 
to  be  considered  that  could  not  be  dealt  with  at  a  general 
meeting  of  licentiates.  First,  a  programme  should  be 
prepared  of  what  they  were  agreed  to  accept,  and  what 
they  were  not.  Then  they  could  have  a  general  meeting  to 
which  they  should  invite  the  limited  companies  and  others 
interested,  submit  their  programme,  and  see  how  far  they 
could  go  together.  If  they  were  to  go  to  Parliament  with  a 
Bill  it  would  be  very  hard  to  say  how  it  would  come  out ; 
many  protecting  clauses  might  be  removed  before  it  reached 
the  House  of  Lords.  He  therefore  supported  the  proposal  to 
refer  the  matter  to  the  whole  Council. 

Mr.  Kelly  said  he  was  satisfied  to  fall  in  with  the 
wishes  of  the  Council,  and  accepted  instead  of  his  motion  a 
resolution  referring  the  question  as  to  obtaining  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Pharmacy  Acts  to  the  entire  Council,  to  meet  in 
committee  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  February  at  7  P.M. 

The  Law  Committee  reported  on  the  three  resolutions 
sent  to  the  Council  from  the  annual  meeting  which  had  been 
referred  to  them.  As  to  the  first,  which  suggested  a  two 
years'  certificate  in  practical  pharmacy  for  assistants  who 
had  passed  the  Preliminary  examination,  the  committee  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  to  reduce  the  term  from  four 
years  would  do  no  good.  As  to  the  second,  which  asked 
that  "  steps  should  be  taken  to  secure  absolute  secrecy  of 
voting  for  members  at  the  annual  meeting,"  they  recom- 
mended that  the  matter  be  held  over.  The  third  resolution 
affirmed  that  the  preparation  of  drugs  and  chemicals  in  this 
country  should  as  far  as  possible  be  encouraged,  in  order  to 
give  the  students  an  opportunity  of  acquiring  practical 
knowledge  of  them ;  and  that  the  Local  Government  of 
Ireland  should  be  requested  to  empower  poor-law  guardians 
and  other  public  bodies  to  give  a  preference  to  drug-con- 
tractors supplying  articles  of  Irish  manufacture  when  the 
prices  were  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  articles  of  English 
manufacture.  As  to  this  resolution,  the  committee  thought 
it  was  outside  the  province  of  the  Council,  and  that  no  action 
should  be  taken  in  reference  to  it. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Daniel  Crowley,  L.P.S.I.,  of  Loughrea,  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  Society.  Other  business  having  been  disposed 
of,  the  Council  adjourned. 


The  imports  of  drugs  and  chemicals  into  Bangkok  during  1902 
amounted  in  value  to  35,5107;,  or  5,000/.  less  than  in  1901. 

During  the  week  ending  October  31  the  imports  of  toilet-soap 
from  the  United  States  into  this  country  amounted  in  value  to 
5,4007. 
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Soutb  Hfncan  IRews. 

(From  our  own  Correspondents.) 


Note. — The  Chemist  and  Druggist  is  regularly  supplied  by 
order  to  all  the  members  of  all  the  Pharmaceutical  Societies  in 
British  South  Africa,  viz.  : 

South  African  Pharmaceutical  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Colony. 
Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Transvaal  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Rhodesia  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
Northern  District  Chemists'  Association. 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Orange  River  Colony. 


The  Orange  River  Colony  "  Government  Gazette " 
for  November  27,  1903,  contains  new  Customs  regulations 
regarding  methylated  spirit,  by  which  it  is  to  be  classified 
under  Clause  V.  of  the  Customs  I  'nion  Tariff,  and  be  liable  to 
the  general  ad  valorem  rate  of  10  per  cent.,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  Article  III.  of  the  Customs  Union  Convention. 

South  African  Prospects.— Mr.  W.  C.  Colledge,  late  of 
Queensland,  writing  from  Bloemfontein,  Orange  River  Colony, 
says  that  on  the  whole  chemists  have  better  times  and 
better  pay  than  in  Queensland.  The  hours  are  much  easier, 
and  there  is  practically  no  night- work.  Photographic 
apparatus  is  an  important  part  of  a  chemist's  business  in 
South  Africa.  Mr.  Colledge  had  no  trouble  in  getting  regis- 
tered. 

Business  Changes. — Messrs.  W.  N.  Cooper  &  Co.,  Chemists 
and  Druggists,  Mafeking,  have  opened  a  branch  store  at 
Zeerust,  Transvaal.  Mr.  W.  B.  Marshall,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  lately  managing  for  Messrs.  Haynes,  Mathew  &  Co., 
Du  Toit's  Pan  Road,  Kimberley,  is  in  charge.  Mr.  W.  N. 
Cooper  has  withdrawn  from  the  firm  of  Garwood  k.  Cooper, 
chemists,  Kimberley,  and  the  business  is  now  carried  on  as 
the  Garwood  Drug  Company  (Limited). 

Natal  Notes. — The  Natal  Pharmaceutical  Society  [has 
received  a  letter  from  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Rhodesia  asking  for  combined  action  in  order  to  impress 
upon  the  manufacturers  of  British  patent  medicines  the 
necessity  of  sending  out  their  goods  without  a  patent 
medicine  stamp,  in  the  way  that  the  American  and  con- 
tinental makers  do.  The  stamping  of  British  patent- 
medicines  has  long  been  a  thorn  in  the  side  of  South  African 
importers,  for  not  only  is  there  the  cost  of  the  stamp,  but  also 
the  ad  valorem  duty  on  that  amount.  A  few  of  the  British 
manufacturers  are  alive  to  this  important  matter,  but  the 
practice  is  by  no  means  general. — Mr.  F.  C.  Oldfield, 
manager  of  Mr.  S.  K.  Elgie's  Gum-tree  Pharmacy,  in  Berea 
Road,  Durban,  was  opening  a  Winchester  of  liq.  amnion, 
fort.,  on  December  14,  when  the  stopper  and  half  the 
contents  of  the  bottle  suddenly  shot  into  the  air.  The  am- 
monia rose  in  a  column  to  the  ceiling — a  height  of  nine  feet 
— and  made  a  circular  patch  several  feet  in  circumference. 
Mr.  Oldfield  was  drenched  with  ammonia,  but  fortunately 
escaped  serious  injury  to  his  eyes.  The  eyelids  were,  how- 
ever, inflamed  for  several  days. 


IRecent  Mills, 


Beard. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Jas.  Beard,  druggist, 
of  Manchester,  has  been  proved  at  16,612/.  gross,  the  net 
personalty  being  9,773/. 

Fry. — The  estate  of  the  late  Mr.  William  Cattle  Fry, 
chemist,  of  18  Fore  Street,  Taunton,  who  died  on  Septem- 
ber 12,  has  been  valued  at  2,138/.  3s.  5d.  gross,  including 
net  personalty  1,663/.  5s.  6^.  The  executors  are  Mr.  Albert 
Fry  (son)  and  Mr.  William  Henry  Wake,  accountant. 

Green. — The  will  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Green,  pharmaceu- 
tical chemist,  Deal,  who  died  on  May  4,  1903,  has  been 
proved  at  the  Canterbury  District  Registry  by  his  executors, 
Mrs.  Jane  Woodruff  Green,  widow  of  testator,  Mr.  Henry 
Palmer  Green,  41  Fielding  Road,  Bedford  Park,  London,  W., 
ironmonger's  manager,  the  son,  and  Mr.  William  Pittock,  of 
Deal,  tailor.  The  gross  value  of  the  estate  amounts  to  7,448/., 
and  the  net  personalty  5,539/.  5s. 


Canaoa  motes. 

(By  our  Correspondent). 


Canadian  Sulphur. — It  is  reported  that  sulphur  deposits 
have  been  discovered  in  the  Steep  Rock  Lake  district.  The 
deposits  of  pyrites  are  said  to  carry  from  40  to  45  per  cent, 
of  sulphur,  which  product  is  said  to  be  suitable  for  making 
sulphuric  acid. 

The  Minor  Certificate  in  Canada. — Some  years  ago 
there  was  little  trouble  when  minor  men  went  to  Canada  in 
getting  their  certificate  accepted  for  registration  there,  even 
in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  This  is  no  longer  the  case  generally  ; 
for  example,  the  Ontario  College  of  Pharmacy  do  not  now 
regard  the  certificate  as  sufficing  in  itself  for  registration  in 
the  province,  because  there  is  no  reciprocity  between  the 
College  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain. 
The  College  is  willing,  but  the  Society  at  home  is  not. 

The  Electro-manganese  Company  which  was  incor- 
porated under  the  laws  of  New  Brunswick,  and  owned' 
chiefly  by  United  States  capitalists,  has  begun  the  operation 
of  its  plant.  Hitherto  manganese  has  been  manufactured 
in  blast  furnaces  from  ore  found  in  conjunction  with  rock, 
but  with  th-e  development  of  the  science  of  electric  produc- 
tion a  process  has  been  perfected  whereby  bog  ores  which 
are  found  in  certain  parts  of  Canada,  and  which  are  high  in 
manganese,  can  be  successfully  treated  and  a  high  grade 
of  ferro -manganese  obtained. 

Chemical  Education — In  connection  with  the  Canadian 
section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  of  England, 
which  was  formed  about  two  years  ago,  and  has  just  held  its 
first  Montreal  meeting  in  the  McDonald  Chemistry  and 
Mining  Building  at  McGill  College,  Dr.  G.  P.  Girdwood 
delivered  an  important  lecture  on  the  necessity  of  chemical 
education.  He  said  that  in  his  official  position  the  subjects 
upon  which  his  opinion  had  been  asked  were  multifarious 
and  bore  almost  constantly  upon  the  inferior  quality  of 
goods,  or  the  adulteration  of  goods,  but  it  was  in  his  opinion 
a  fact  that  a  trained  university  graduate  is  a  more  suitable 
person  to  give  suggestions  and  to  improve  processes  for 
manufacturing  rather  than  a  technical  man  without  any 
scientific  training.  A  university  course  would  enable  him  to 
deal  with  the  many  problems  which  are  being  constantly 
presented  in  the  ordinary  course  of  manufacturing  processes, 
of  commerce  to-day.  He  thought  the  establishment  of  the 
Canadian  section  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  would 
develop  finally  into  a  strong  offshoot  doing  good  work  and 
being  a  credit  to  the  parent  society,  giving  results  of  great 
benefit  to  the  country  and  to  the  empire  at  large.  Mr. 
Macfarlane,  the  Dominion  analyst,  pointed  out  that  in 
agriculture  there  is  still  a  great  field  for  the  chemist,  and 
suggested  that  the  work  done  by  the  German  Agricultural 
Society  would  be  a  good  example  to  follow.  In  connection 
with  forestry  there  is  also  an  immense  amount  of  work  to  be 
done.  No  one  is  employed  in  a  pulp-wood  factory  to 
examine  and  find  out  if  anything  could  be  done  in  the  way 
of  utilising  the  waste  liquor  that  is  left  after  transforming 
the  wood  into  cellulose.  He  did  not  think  that  any  care 
was  exercised  by  the  Dominion  Parliament  and  the  different 
legislatures  to  see  that  there  is  no  waste  of  the  products  of 
the  Canadian  forests.  He  further  pointed  out  that  there  is  a 
wide  field  for  the  scientifically  trained  chemist  in  the 
products  of  our  mines,  and  !  in  smelting  establishments,  in 
which  large  problems  have  yet  to  be  solved.  The  lead' 
question  in  British  Columbia,  and  the  working  up  of  lead 
ores,  which  now  find  their  way  almost  exclusively  to  the 
United  States,  have  to  be  solved.  Exports  in  the  shape  of 
lead  ore  in  that  direction  would  continue  until  actual  studies 
i  have  been  made  and  the  best  methods  adopted  on  the  spot 
by  which  the  precious  metals  can  be  extracted  from  lead. 
Until  that  had  been  done,  and  until  a  mint  was  established, 
the  same  process  would  continue.  Lieut.-Col.'Burland,  in  moving 
a  vote  of  thanks,  said  that  the  old  rule-of-thumb  methods 
were  fast  disappearing,  and  as  competition  grew  keener  men 
were  required  to  tell  us  what  we  were  really  doing,  and  the 
chemist  would  be  able  to  provide  the  necessary  information* 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS. — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Sulphobenzoate  of  Sodium. 

Sir, — Dr.  Hugh  Woods,  in  his  article  on  the  production 
of  this  compound  by  the  method  he  described  in  your  last 
week's  issue,  describes  sulphobenzoate  of  sodium  as  "  a 
compound  containing  carbolic,  formic,  and  sulphuric  acids." 
This,  to  my  mind,  is  a  very  inaccurate  description,  and  no 
more  describes  it  than  to  say  that  all  carboxylic  acids 
contain  formic  acid  because  they  contain  the  — COOH  group. 
He  then  goes  on  to  explain  that  under  "  modern  nomen- 
clature "  sodium  sulphobenzoate  may  be  described  as 
"  sodium  benzoylparasulphonate.  I  question  very  much 
whether  Dr.  Woods  has  ever  seen  it  described  as  such  in 
any  standard  work.  For  a  compound  to  be  a  benzoyl 
derivative  it  must  contain  the  distinctive  group  C6H5CO — , 
which  of  course  this  compound  does  not.  These  slips  are, 
however,  nothing  in  comparison  with  his  formulas,  which 
are,  without  hardly  an  exception,  inaccurate.  Taking  them 
as  they  appear  in  his  paper,  he  illustrates  sodium  sulpho- 
carbolate  as 

If  he  had  given  this  a  little  consideration  he  ought  to  have 
known  that  it  is  the  H  atom  of  the  sulphonic  group,  and 
not  the  phenolic  H,  which  is  replaced  by  Na  in  this  salt. 
The  correct  formula  should  read : 

gQ  /C6H4OH 
"^ONa 

If  there  be  any  excuse  for  this  slip,  there  is  certainly  none 
for  writing  sodium  formate  as 

CO/Na 

thus  indicating  that  Na  is  directly  attached  to  the  C  atom. 
Any  elementary  text-book  will  show  Dr.  Woods  that  sodium 
formate  is  written 

CO/H 
xONa 

where  H  of  the  hydroxyl  group  is  again  substituted  for  Na. 
But  the  most  glaring  error  is  reserved  for  the  latter  part  of 
his  article,  where  he  illustrates  his  compound  by  formulas 
for  an  ortho  compound,  and  not  para,  which  he  considers 
this  compound  to  be.  After  this  one  may  be  reasonably 
excused  for  doubting  the  correctness  of  the  process  itself. 
This  consists  of  boiling  together  molecular  proportions  of 
sodium  sulphocarbolate  and  sodium  formate  in  water, 
evaporating,  and  crystallising,  and  by  an  interesting  change 
of  groups  sodium  sulphobenzoate  is  obtained,  as  represented 
by  this  equation  (corrected)  : 

S02/C6H40H  +  C0/H     =  s02/C6H4COONa  +  H  Q 

^ONa  X)Na  \)Na 

Nothing  could  be  more  simple,  and  if  its  correctness 
can  be  relied  upon  Dr.  Woods  deserves  hearty  congratula- 
tions upon  his  discovery,  but  I  decline  to  accept  it 
until  he  can  produce  more  conclusive  proof  than  that  given 
in  his  article.  It  does  not  follow  that  because  his  com- 
pound contains  10  975  per  cent,  of  S  it  is  necessarily 
sodium  parasulphobenzoate.  It  would  have  been  much  more 
conclusive,  for  instance,  had  the  estimated  percentages  of 
the  other  elements  present  been  stated.  Again,  what  proof 
can  Dr.  Woods  produce  to  prove  his  compound  is  a  para- 
derivative,  seeing  that  he  illustrates  it  himself  as  an  ortho 
compound  ?  It  is  a  well-known  fact  that  phenolic  hydroxyl 
is  most  stable,  even  under  the  influence  of  the  strongest 


mineral  acids ;  yet  in  this  process  we  are  asked  to  believe 
that  a  comparatively  weak  organic  acid  in  formic  acid  can 
entirely  replace  it  in  the  sulphocarbolate.  Again,  it  is  most 
unusual  for  carboxylic  acids  of  the  nature  of  formic  acid  to 
behave  in  the  way  Dr.  Woods  describes.  At  the  moment  of 
writing  I  can  only  remember  one  other  similar  illustration, 
and  that  is  the  production  of  sodium  oxalate  from  sodium 
formate  : 

HCOONa  COONa 

=  Ho  +.  | 
HCOONa  COONa 

This,  however,  only  takes  place  as  a  result  of  destructive 
distillation  at  a  fairly  high  temperature,  and  not,  as  in 
Dr.  Woods's  process,  by  simply  boiling  the  solution.  Usually 
when  reaction  does  occur,  in  which  a  fatty  acid  takes  part, 
it  is  the  H  or  HO  group  which  undergoes  change,  and  not 
the  whole  of  the  COOH  group. 

There  are  two  points  which  are  suggested  by  a  perusal  of 
Dr.  Woods's  article  :  firstly,  whether  he  has  considered  the 
possibilities  of  his  process,  and,  secondly,  why  he  started 
with  sodium  sulphocarbolate  and  not  phenol  1  I  take  it,  if 
his  process  is  sound,  that  it  affords  a  most  simple  method  of 
preparing  benzoic  acid  synthetically.  You  take  molecular 
proportions  of  phenol  and  sodium  formate,  boil  them 
together  in  water,  evaporate,  crystallise,  and  there  you  have 
it,  or  at  least  its  sodium  salt.  What  could  be  more  simple  1 
But  does  it  really  take  place  ?  If  so,  I  have  signally  failed 
in  my  experiment.  Yours  very  obediently, 

Norwich,  January  12.  Herbert  Bridges,  Ph.C. 

Normal  Saline  Solution. 

Sir, — A  few  days  ago  a  junior  assistant  incidentally  asked 
me  what  was  meant  by  a  normal  saline  solution,  which  was 
ordered  by  a  doctor  from  a  West-end  chemist  about  eighteen 
months  ago.  I  found  on  comparing  notes  that  no  one  in  the 
establishment  knew  anything  about  it,  or  had  even  heard  of 
it,  but  I  discovered  without  a  doubt  that  eventually  the 
normal  volumetric  (N/1  NaCl)  was  supplied  for  it.  This  is 
the  second  time,  to  my  knowledge,  that  this  mistake  has 
been  committed  by  West-end  chemists.  In  the  former  case, 
which  happened  about  two  years  ago,  the  West-end  chemist, 
who  had  never  previously  heard  of  it,  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised to  find  that  his  recently  qualified  assistant  apparently 
knew  all  about  it,  and  \  gal.  of  N/1  volumetric  sodium- 
chloride  solution  was  supplied.  Truly,  a  little  knowledge  is 
a  dangerous  thing.  The  volumetric  solution  is  about  ten 
times  too  strong.  The  correct  strength  is  0'6  per  cent.,  or 
6  parts  per  1,000  (about  1  drachm  in  1  pint)  of  pure  sodium 
chloride  in  sterilised  distilled  water.  The  solution  of 
adrenalin  chloride  is  generally  ordered  the  same  time.  They 
are  always  wanted  in  a  great  hurry,  for  they  are  used  in 
cases  of  excessive  haemorrhage,  the  adrenalin  as  a  bsemo- 
static  and  the  saline  solution  for  injecting  directly  into  the 
blood  to  replace  the  serum  of  the  blood  which  has  been  lost. 
This  tit-bit  of  knowledge  should  be  possessed  by  every 
chemist  and  assistant,  for  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost  in 
referring  to  books,  wherein  there  is  probably  no  reference, 
for  the  average  chemist's  library  is  both  scanty  and  miser- 
able, and  generally  confined  to  a  few  old  out-of-date  phar- 
maceutical books,  where  the  facts  stated  are  not  likely  to  be 
found,  therefore  a  mental  note  should  be  made  that  normal 
saline  solution  is  approximately  of  the  same  strength  as 
deci-normal  volumetric. 
London,  W.  T.  H.  H.  Francis. 

Hellebore. 

Sir, — Apropos  of  the  case  of  hellebore-poisoning  in  last 
week's  C.  $  D.,  the  following  extract  from  Burton's 
"  Anatomy  of  Melancholy "  may  be  of  interest  to  your 
readers.  It  throws  a  curious  sidelight  on  the  method  of 
self-doctoring  which  obtained  amongst  the  general  public  in 
the  days  of  James  I. — a  method  with  which  we  are  not  un- 
acquainted in  our  time : 

"  White  hellebor,  which  some  call  sneezing-powder,  a  strong 
purger  upward,  which  many  reject,  as  being  too  violent :  Mesue 
and  Averroes  will  not  admit  of  it,  by  reason  of  danger  of  suffocation, 
great  pain  and  trouble  it  puts  the  poor  patient  to.  .  .  .  Our 
country  gentlewomen  finde  it  by  their  common  practice,  that 
there  is  no  such  great  danger  in  it.  Dr.  Turner,  speaking  of  this 
plant,  in  his  herball,  telleth  us  that  in  his  time  it  was  an  ordinary 
i  receipt    among  good  wives,  to  give  hellebor  in  powder  to  ij''. 
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xveight ;  and  he  is  not  much  against  it.  But  they  do  commonly 
exceed  (for  who  so  bold  as  blinde  Bayard?)  and  prescribe  it  by 
pennyworths,  and  such  irrational  wayes,  as  I  have  heard  my  self 
market  folks  ask  for  it  in  an  apothecaries  shop ;  but  with  what 
success,  God  knows  :  they  smart  often  for  their  rash  boldness  and 
folly,  break  a  vein,  make  their  eyes  ready  to  start  out  of  their 
heads,  or  kill  themselves.  So  that  the  fiult  is  not  in  the  physick, 
but  in  the  rude  and  indiscreet  handling  of  it." — Anat.  Mel.  : 
Part  2,  Sec.  4,  mem.  2,  subs.  1. 

Yours  truly, 

Hawick,  January  5.  W.  A.  MuNRO. 

Storing  Changeable  Medicines. 

'Mr.  H.  C.  Home,  L.P.S.I.,  writes  :  "  I  should  be  glad  to 
•hear  opinions  on  the  usual  methods  of  storing  and  dispensing 
^such  galenicals  as  liq.  Easton.,  liq.  ferri  iodidi,  spt.  »ther. 
nit.,  &c,  from  small  filled  and  sealed  containers.  My  own 
■experience  is  that  there  is  a  good  deal  of  waste,  even  using 
1-oz.  bottles.'' 

Trade  with  Spain. 

A  subscriber  in  Spain  (23/8),  in  sending  us  his  renewal, 
•subscription,  writes  : 

"Some  while  ago  I  noticed  a  short  note  about  foreign 
patents  being  manufactured  in  Spain,  and  until  then  I  did 
not  know  Fellows's  was  made  here.  Scott's  emulsion  is,  of 
course,  and  is  widely  sold.  French  proprietaries  seem  to  me 
to  have  a  better  sale  here  than  English  :  they  are  certainly 
more  extensively  pirated.  I  am  sure  that  a  lot  of  the 
chemical-trade  could  be  taken  from  the  Germans  by  having 
agents  here  who  understand  the  language,  weights  and 
measures,  the  Custom-house,  &c.  At  present  all  the  original 
packets  I  get  are  German,  with  a  few  French,  and  now  and 
then  an  English  one  such  as  quinine  sulphate.  There  is 
certainly  an  opening  here  for  photo  goods  :  the  use  of  them 
is  spreading,  and  at  present  Lumiere  and  some  German 
plate  people  (Victoria)  seem  to  hold  the  field. " 

Letters  in  Brief. 

Drug-trade  in  Cape  Colony. — A  Cape  Colony  subscriber 
\39/32),  in  writing  to  renew  his  subscription,  says  :  "  I  have  tra- 
velled more  than  mo9t  chemists,  but  always  find  I  can  keep 
almost  as  up  to  date  as  if  I  were  in  London  by  the  perusal  of 
your  journal.  One  thing  I  wish  you  would  do — warn  assistants 
not  to  come  out  here  unless  decently  remunerated.  I  notice  an 
•advertisement  in  the  issue  just  to  hand  for  a  manager  for  a 
'branch  business,  aged  between  twenty-seven  and  thirty,  for  the 
magnificent  screw  of  X51.  a  month  to  commence  with.  Why  a 
Ssalf  caste  bricklayer  would  be  paid  from  Is.  6d.  to  2s.  an  hour ! 
It  would  cost  about  8?.  a  month  for  board  and  lodging,  and  the  few 
■enjoyments  and  recreations  a  chemist  can  partake  of  out  here 
would  leave  him  but  little  over,  if  any,  at  the  end  of  the  month." 

Liq.  Ammon.  Fort.— Subscriber  (6/4)  writes  :  "  The  South 
African  chemist's  experience  with  a  Winchester  quart  of  0'880 
-ammonia  recalls   a  similar  experience  which  happened  in  a 

■  chemical  laboratory  in  Birmingham  one  summer's  evening  at 
nine  o'clock.  A  bottle  was  being  opened  for  the  first  time,  when 
■as  soon  as  the  Btopper  was  released  half  the  contents  were  pro- 
jected in  volcano-like  fashion  around  and  as  high  as  the  ceiling. 
A  hurried  movement  to  the  open  windows  was  necessary.  It 
cannot  be  too  strongly  or  too  often  stated  that  on  such  occasions 
the  stopper  should  be  covered  by  a  four-folded  duster,  for  it  is  on 
record  that  several  pharmacists  have  been  seriously  injured  by 
such  accidents." 

Assistants'  Wages.—  Ph.C.  (190/80)  says:  "The  honour  and 
■dignity  of  pharmacy  are  rudely  assailed  when  a  married  qualified 
assistant  is  obliged,  in  order  to  obtain  a  livelihood,  to  dispense  and 
keep  books  for  a  medical  man  after  his  daily  shop-work  is  finished. 
No  wonder  that  men  are  anxious  to  join  the  limited-liability 

■  company,  who  give  good  wages  and  require  shorter  services." 

Bloomsbury  Square  "Plums." — Ph.  (7.(14, 5),  writing  in  regard 
4o  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Bennett,  Demonstrator  at  the  School 
•of  Pharmacy,  as  pharmacist  to  University  College  Hospital,  pro- 
tests "  on  behalf  of  those  Major  men  who  were  invited  to  apply — 
men  with  years  of  hospital  experience  and  management  of  their 
dispensaries,  men  whose  characters  and  abilities  have  been  tested 
and  received  the  approval  of  their  governing  boards  and  medical 
staff.  All  these  are  passed  over,"  he  says,  "  for  one  who  has  not 
-similar  experience,  but  who  happens  to  be  at  the  time  the  post  is 
f/acant  a  demonstrator  at  the  Square  school.  It  must  be  a  farce 
to  advertise  such  appointments  if  they  are  always  to  be  filled  in 
this  manner.  It  wastes  the  time  of  everyone  concerned,  besides 
raising  false  hopes  in  many  who  have  excellent  testimonials  from 
medical  men  with  whom  they  have  been  in  daily  and  personal 
contact,  and,  having  devoted  their  life  as  dispensers,  are  ambitious 


enough  to  hope  to  secure  one  day  a  well-paid  position  as  phar- 
macist or  head-dispenser  in  a  large  London  hospital."  Others 
have  complained  to  us  that  as  this  appointment  has  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  been  a  Bloomsbury  "  plum,"  it  is  not  fair  that  the 
hospital  authorities  should  in  the  circumstances  advertise  the 
vacancy,  and  thus  induce  others  to  apply  for  it. 

Legal  Queries. 

Consult  "The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  19C4, 
before  formulating  Queries. 


3/37.  L.  B.  S.  has  an  agreement  with  an  assistant  which 
includes  a  clause  providing  for  termination  of  the  agreement 
by  three  months'  notice.  The  assistant  is  ill,  and  "  L.  B.  S." 
wants  to  know  if  (1)  he  is  liable  for  salary  during  the  assis- 
tant's incapacity ;  (2)  as  "  L.  B.  S."  has  to  engage  a  sub- 
stitute can  the  assistant  claim  to  return  to  his  duties  when 
restored  to  health ;  (3)  must  "  L.  B.  S."  give  him  three 
months'  notice ;  and  (4)  will  the  notice  invalidate  the 
agreement.  [We  think  that  under  the  arrangement  between 
the  parties  our  subscriber  would  be  liable  to  pay  the  salary 
to  the  assistant  during  his  illness,  and  that  the  assistant 
would  be  entitled  to  return  to  his  duties  when  convalescent. 
If  our  subscriber  wants  to  put  an  end  to  the  arrangement  he 
must  give  the  assistant  three  months'  notice,  but  we  do  not 
think  that  the  giving  of  such  notice  would  invalidate  the 
agreement,  which  we  may  point  out  is  not  stamped.] 

8/56.  Zingiber. — A  powder  composed  of  magnesium  sul- 
phate, sodium  sulphate,  sodium  chloride,  and  sodium 
carbonate,  for  the  production  of  an  artificial  mineral  water, 
comes  under  the  sixth  exemption  from  medicine  stamp-duty. 
It  is  advisable  to  indicate  on  the  labels  of  such  powders  that 
they  are  for  producing  an  artificial  mineral  water.  Any 
invented  name  may  be  applied  to  such  a  powder,  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  disclose  its  composition. 

10/18.  Surgeon. — When  a  person  adopts  a  surname  for 
trading-purposes  which  is  already  associated  with  a  class  of 
goods  related  to  his  own,  the  Courts  rarely  have  difficulty  in 
deciding  that  he  is  deliberately  trading  upon  the  reputation 
of  a  business  which  is  the  property  of  another,  and  accord- 
ingly restrain  him  by  injunction.  We  think  this  might 
happen  in  the  case  you  put. 

11/15.  A.  B.  C— (1)  "  Teeth  Skilfully  Extracted  "  may 
not  by  itself  be  a  claim  to  special  qualification  to  practise 
dentistry,  but  with  other  things  it  has  been  held  to  constitute 
that  claim.  (2)  Belladonna-plasters  are  a  scheduled  poison, 
and  cannot  be  sold  by  unqualified  persons. 

12/13.  G.  H.  F. — The  effect  of  the  organ-name  decision 
upon  the  sale  of  entire  drugs  is  to  free  the  retailer  from  the 
necessity  for  taking  out  a  stamped-medicine  licence  when 
entire  drugs  are  sold  under  body-names — e.g.,  "  Head-powder, 
"  Teeth-powder,"  and  the  like  applied  to  acetanilide  or 
phenacetin. 

255/37.  Wales. — The  Second  Class  College  of  Preceptors 
examination  will  suit  you  best.  You  will  find  full  informa- 
tion regarding  the  examination  in  our  Eiucational  Number 
of  August  5,  1903. 

49/197.  W.  N.—(Y)  The  local  authorities  are  now  re- 
quired to  register  midwives  who  practise  for  gain,  and  only 
certified  women  are  registered.  The  address  of  the  Central 
Midwives'  Board  is  6  Suffolk  Street,  London,  S.W.  (2)  We 
do  not  analyse  anything  submitted  to  us  unless  full  par- 
ticulars as  to  origin  are  sent  with  the  sample,  and  in  no 
case  do  we  report  on  proprietary  preparations. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


195/60.  Surgery. — Sufficient  potassium  cyanide  should  be 
added  to  the  silver-nitrate  solution  to  dissolve  the  precipi- 
tate formed. 
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85/22.  Liqueurs  (Cape  Town). — The  "  Cordial  and  Liqueur 
Makers'  Guide,"  which  is  referred  to  in  Mew  &  Ashton's 
"  Drinks  of  the  World,"  is  a  small  book  published  some 
years  ago  by  H.  T.  Dwight,  232  Bourke  Street,  E.,  Mel- 
bourne.   We  do  not  know  if  the  book  is  still  obtainable. 

147/7.  J.  B.  B. — Cyanide  Process. — We  have  seen  no 
announcement  of  a  process  for  making  liquid  ammonium 
cyanide  at  the  mine's  mouth,  but  perhaps  you  are  referring 
to  the  synthetic  process  for  making  cyanide  which  Dr.  A.  C. 
Woltereck  patented  in  1902.  The  method  is  to  pass  a 
mixture  of  dry  ammonia  (1)  and  dry  water-gas  (2)  over 
platinised  pumice  heated  to  a  bright  red  heat. 

248/61.  H.  R. — Aqua  Vitse  is  a  synonym  for  brandy. 
Arnaud  de  Villeneuve,  who  died  in  1313,  first  applied  the 
term  to  alcohol  distilled  from  wine.  He  regarded  it  as  a 
valuable  adjunct  in  physic  and  a  boon  to  humanity.  To 
brandy  were  attributed  many  medicinal  virtues  in  the  Middle 
Ages,  but  the  liquid  has  fallen  from  the  high  appreciation 
with  which  it  was  regarded  as  a  medicine  by  Iheroin 
Bruynswyke,  for  instance.  His  book  on  distillation  (1572) 
recommends  aqua  vitas  both  internally  and  externally  for 
many  ailments.  The  word  brandy  is  considered  to  come 
from  the  Dutch  "  brand-wijn,"  or  the  German  "  braunt-wein  " 
(burnt  or  distilled  wine). 

11/47.  J.  B.  P. — Thanks,  but  why  put  Jesse  and  Joseph 
together  ? 

15/18.  Quccro. — We  gave  a  process  for  the  manufacture 
of  green  ammonio-citrate  of  iron  in  the  C.  <)'•  B.  for  May  24, 
1902,  page  814,  to  which  we  must  refer  you. 

14/71.  Phynn. — The  hair-wash  will  not  suffer  by  being 
filtered,  and  a  more  elegant  product  will  result. 

1/72.  Velox. — The  Chemists'  Toast  to  which  you  refer 
was  printed  in  the  C.  Sf  B.,  August  22,  1903,  page  354. 

6/49.  F.  H.  W. — A  formula  for  an  imitation  of  listerine 
is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  540. 

251/30.  Optician. — It  is  some  time  since  we  published 
experiences  of  the  Optical  examinations  ;  but  if  you  refer  to 
the  volumes  of  the  C.  4'  B.  for  1898  and  1899  you  will  find 
ample  particulars  of  what  is  expected  from  candidates. 

2/49.  Bumex  (Barcelona). — Your  inquiries  were  answered 
in  the  C.  $  B.  for  December  26. 

Information  Wanted. 


3/54.  Medicine-cachets,  "E.  Gorlin's  Patent":  where 
made  or  obtainable  ? 

200/61.  Can  any  reader  supply  particulars  of  "  Jaffray's 
Infusorial  Apparatus  "  ?  The  maker  was  "  Nimmo  Edin- 
burgh," but  the  apparatus  is  believed  to  be  now  made  in 
London. 


Scientific  progress* 


Preparation  of  Digitoxin. — Moskowitsch  ("  Archiv.  der 
Phar.,"  358)  recommends  the  Keller  method  of  percolation  with 
70-per-cent.  alcohol.  He  found  0'285- 0-18-0123  per  cent, 
digitoxin  in  three  kinds  of  digitalis-leaves. 

Pharmacognosy  in  1902. — The  German  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  issued  as  a  part  of  its  "  Berichte  "  an  eighty-nine  page 
pamphlet,  dealing  with  the  pharmacognostic  literature  of  all 
countries  during  i902.  The  pamphlet  gives  concise  statements 
in  respect  to  the  papers  dealing  with  new  and  old  drugs  which 
appeared  during  that  year. 

Bismutose.— Fuchs,  in  a  paper  communicated  to  the  German 
Pharmaceutical  Association  ("  Berichte  der  D-P-G.,"  1903, 
page  443),  mentions  that  basic  bismuth  chloride  was  used  as  early 
as  1681  in  the  treatment  of  gastric  disorders,  and  he  refers  to  the 
various  salts  which  have  since  been  used  for  a  similar  purpose. 
He  states  that  bismutose  is  prepared  under  the  German  patent 
of  Kalle  &  Co.  by  dissolving  242  grams  of  crystallised  bismuth 
nitrate  in  1,200  c.c.  of  concentrated  solution  of  common  salt,  and 
filtering  the  solution  into  one  of  500  grams  of  pure  egg-albumen 
in  5  litres  of  water.    The  gelatinous  mass  which  forms  is  washed 


with  hot  water,  boiled,  and  then  washed  with  water  until  the 
wash-water  is  free  from  acid  and  bismuth.  It  is  then  pressed, 
dried,  and  reduced  to  powder.  Bismutose  is  a  yellow-white 
powder,  which  contains  21-7  per  cent  of  bismuth,  about  3'3  per 
cent,  of  chlorine,  68  per  cent  of  albumin,  and  the  balance  in 
water. 

New    Designs    for    Chemical  Balances. — Dr.  J.  S, 

Lumsden  describes  in  the  "  Chemical  News,"  January  1,  page  11, 
a  new  form  of  weighing-balance  especially  intended  for  students 
in  order  that  they  may  be  able  to  weigh  in  milligrams.  Students' 
balances  as  generally  supplied  are  not  provided  with  riders,  and 
Dr.  Lumsden's  idea  is  to  afford  this  useful  and  accurate  method 
of  weighing.  The  right-hand  side  of  the  Lumsden  balance  is 
graduated  in  tenths  and  is  provided  with  two  ring-riders,  one  of 
which  gives  weights  in  decigrams  and  the  other  in  centigrams. 
Above  the  beam  and  in  the  centre  is  an  aluminium  auxiliary  beam 
which  is  used  for  determining  milligrams.  In  this  case  also  the 
rider  is  a  ring  and  the  beam  is  graduated  on  both  sides,  so  that 
,  a  minus  quantity  may  be  determined  as  well  as  a  plus  one.  The 
paper  also  describes  a  novel  method  of  graduating  a  balance, 
devised  by  Mr.  S.  J.  Shand,  a  student  in  the  laboratory  of  Univer- 
sity College,  Dundee.  Reference  to  the  original  is  necessary  to 
understand  this  new  design. 


lonoon  2>rug  Statistics, 


The  following  statistics  are  compiled  from  information  supplied 
by  public  warehouses.  They  relate  to  the  receipts  and  deliveries 
of  some  of  the  leading  drugs  from  and  into  the  London  public 
warehouses  for  the  month  of  December,  1903,  and  to  the  stocks  on 
December  31. 


December 

Stocks 

1903 

Landed 

Delivd. 

1903 

1902 

Imprtd. 

Delivd. 

Aniseed, star  ....  cs 
Arrowroot ....  pkgs 
"  Balsams  "  cks,  &c. 

Cardamoms  . .  cs,  &c. 
Oinchona    pkgs 

Dragon's-blood  . .  cs 

Gums — 
Ammoniacum  „ 

Asafetida  ....  „ 
Benzoin    ....  „ 

Galbanum  „ 
Gamboge  ....  „ 
Guaiacum....  „ 
Kauri  ..tons.net 

Mastich    ....  „ 
Myrrh,  E.I.  . .  „ 
Olibanum ....  „ 
Sandarac  ....  „ 
Tragacanth  . .  „ 
Ipecacuanha — 
Matto  Grosso  „ 

Cartagena ....  „ 
B.I  , 

Nux  vomica ....  pkgs 
Oils— 

*Aniseed,  star  . .  cs 

Cocoa-nut ....  tons 
Olive  ....  cks,  Sic. 

Sarsaparilla  bis,  &c. 

Wax,  bees'  pkgs 

„  Japan  . .  cs,  &c. 

308 

1,201 
36 

134 
613 
156 
50 
27 

71 
5,809 
3,128 

146 
207 

304 
2 

-  5 
18 
191 
129 
933 

32 
44 
7 

10 

21 
70 
75 
126 
5 

14,625 
48 
147 
455 
6,977 
49 
219 
125 

173 

n 

1,664 
19 
57 
446 
1,547 
57 
35 
30 
239 

72 
5,499 
2,411 
10 
312 
111 

31 
3 
223 
1 
1 
7 

400 
65 
772 

2 

 2 

10 

4 
16 
86 
107 
97 

1 

1,280 
33 
90 
422 
2,624 
90 
348 
64 

904 
6 

13,699 
790 
580 

2,161 

5,458 
489 

1,172 
116 

5,025 

13 
245 
33,310 
10.453 
144 
1,082 
2,387 
3 
18 
38 
1,100 
135 
13 
91 
748 
1,133 
4,235 

426 
164 
176 

14 
126 

23 

565 
257 
759 
340 
634 
4 

204,157 
278 
279 
2,419 
17,347 
456 
1,730 
383 

1,477 
7 

13,637 
626 
1,390 
1,890 
8,080 
771 
1.293 
'  49 
6,448 

35 

j- 18,396 

8,743 
195 
1,066 
2,230 

42 
70 
735 
172 
10 
68 
987 
1,563 
2,375 

}  665 

|  320 

102 
68 

765 
242 
668 
165 
1,139 
12 

224,628 
670 
83 
2,694 
23,070 
470 
1,431 
250 

1,667 

12 
16,035 
783 
306 
7,694 
12,661 
476 
228 
285 
5,180 

7 

J  1,186 
1  67,926 
21,288 
608 
2,904 
4,107 

176 
59 
3,041 
26 
32 
250 
4,580 
933 
13,047 

724 

311 

161 
324 

275 
377 
2,172 
1,431 
1,985 
76 
27,987 
421 
1,456 
4,527 
64,134 
368 
5,448 
628 

2,240 

13 
16,014 
619 
1,116 
7,451 
15,302 
758 
349 
218. 
6,604 

29- 
1,444 
67.926 
19,505 
659 
2,888 
3,973 

200' 
88 
2,654 
60 
27 
227 
4,822 
1,353 
10,811 

756 

374 

137 
369 

475 
366 
2,080 
1,255 
2,488 
84 
49,622 
833 
1,260 
4,826 
69,857 
385 
5,094 
495 

*  Stocks  lying  at  Smith's  Wharf  and  Brewer's  Quay  are  not  included  in 


iuib  return. 

t  Includes  the  quantity  at  Red  Lion,  Bull,  and  Smith's  Wharves  ;  also  the 
Docks. 
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JOOETPSTENT  Assistant- :  unqualified  :  29  ;  13  years'  first-class  Counter 
and  Prescribing  experience,  Dispensing,  Photography  ;  energetic, 
obligin/ ■  abstainer :  permanency;  outdoors;  disengaged   February  8. 
"Oilol  "  9  St.  .Tames'  Street,  Southport. 

AGENCIES., 

WHOLESALE. 

3s.  Qd.for  50  words  or  less  ;  Qd.for  every  10  words  beyond. 

^■RAVELLER,  good  experience,  open  to  engagement  first-class  house. 
1     74/26,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  GENT  in  Drags  wanted,  by  first-class  foreign  export  house.  Apply,' 
Mm    by  letter,  in  German,  to"  H.  E.  1816,"  c/o  Rudolf  Mosse,  Hamburg. 

A  SSISTANT  (Wholesale) ;  Wet  or  Dry  Counter.   "  Semper,"  4  Oxford 
Mm    Itoad,  Wallington,  Surrey. 

Manufacture,  Travel,  &e. ;  20  years'  varied  experience  ;  living  wage. 
1     "  Chemist,"  41  Tottenham  Court  Road,  W. 

^PRAVELLES  (goid  all-round),  desires  engagement;  Drugs,  Ess.  Oils, 
1     Sundries,  & "  \Y.  J.  B."  (72/14),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  GENTLEMAN,  qualified  chemist,  having  thorough  knowledge  of 
J  V    the  Drug  trade,  residing  in  Australia,  at  present  in  London  (but  will 
be  returning  in  a  few  weeks),  is  open  to  represent  one  or  more  good  firms 
for  the  whole  of  Australia:  London  references;  correspondence  invited, 
or  personal  interview.   63/5,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

AA/ ANTED,  Agents  calling  on  Chemists,  &c,  to  sell  Toilet-soap,  2d.  and 
VV      lil.  lilies,  by  old-established  soap-manufacturers:  Midlands  and 
South,  including  London  ;  good  commission.    11/21,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

VOTING  Man  (25)  seeks  situation  in  Wholesale  house:  9  years'  good 
I     Retail  experience.    "P.  N.  F."  (71/20),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  SSISTANT  seeks  situation  in  the  Wholesale :  Wet  or  Dry  Counter  ; 
*»    aged  22  ;  5  years'  experience  ;  good  references.   73/21,  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

A  DVERTISER  (24)  desires  position  as  Traveller  ;  well  recommended  ; 
"    Drugs,  Sundries,  or  Minerals.    "Aspirin"  (71/11),  Office  of  this 
Paper. 

"T"RAVELLER,  having  connection  amongst  Chemists,  seeks  re-engage- 
I     ment,  or  good  commission  not  objected  to.     "S.,"  3'J  South  End, 
Croydon. 

-MISCELLANEOUS.-  • 

Special  charges  are  made  for  Advertisements  under  this 
heading,  which  can  be  obtained  on  application. 

/"CHEMIST'S  SUNDRIES.— Patent  Medicines  packed  in  free 
\m/    cases,  Carriage  Paid.  Write  for  Illustrated  Price  List  and  Terms, 
which  will  be  sent,  post  free,  on  receipt  of  application,  May,  Roberts  &  Co., 
9  and  11  Clerkenwell  Road,  London,  or  16  Westmoreland  Street,  Dublin. 

VOUNG  Man  (25)  seeks  situation  ;  experienced  in  Sundries,  Glass 
I     Pottles,  Packing,  &c. ;  good  references.    M.,  12  Abbeyfield  Road, 
Rotherhithe. 

^JMART  gentleman  wishes  to  Represent  good  House  ;    well  up  all 
O     round ;    permanency ;    splendid  Salesman ;    Yorkshire  preferred. 
68/40,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

A  DVERTISER   (23),   Major  qualification,  fluent  Germau,  desires 
«    permanency  in  Wholesale  or  Manufacturing  Arm  ;  first-class  refer- 
ences.  70/3,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

C  MART  and  up-to-date  Advertisements  designed  and  written  for  Hand- 
O     bills  and  Newspapers ;  satisfaction  guaranteed  ;  orders  executed 
within  3  days.   Send  for  particulars  of  Handbills,  10,000  demy  8vo.,  5s. 
per  10,000,  carriage  paid,  B.   Whitworth  Hird  (Limited),  Advertising 
Specialists,  Norwich. 

iyi  EW  SYSTEM  OF  ACCOUNTS  for  Retail  Business ;  recom- 
IM    mended  by  all  leading  Trade  papers ;  requires  no  knowledge  of 
bookkeeping.    If  yon  desire  to  keep  your  Accounts  with  genuine  simplicity 
and  every  satisfaction,  send  for  particulars  and  unequivocal  opinions  to 
McQueen  &  Sons,  Addiscombe,  Croydon.    Press  says  :  "Just  what  was 
wanted"  ;  "Unlike  many  others,  is  really  of  value." 

E"NERGETIC   young  Scotsman   (25)  wishes    London  experience; 
*— *    9  years'  Wholesale  and  Export  Wet-room  experience ;  references 
"Scot"  (71/37),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

IWI  CADAM  &  TUCKNISS,  Sharedealers,  Blackheath,  London,  S.E. 
•  ■I                           Telephones  81  &  81a  Lee  Green. 

Shares  on  Sale  (free  of  commission,  subject).— 125  International  Sponge 
Importers  6  per  cent,  preference  20s.  9rf. ;  52  Camwal  preference  14s.  3d. ; 
200  Barclay  *  Son  fully-paid  preference  14s.  6d. ;  £700  4A  per  cent,  deben- 
tures :  200  A.  J.  White  ordinary  4s.  9(1.,  200  preference"  10s.  9</. ;  2(  0  W. 
Jameson  ordinary  19s.  cd.  11  per  cent. :  100  Parke's  Drug  Stores  ordinary 
17s.  3c?.,  40  preference  18s.  6d. ;  60  Mellin's  (Colonial)  6  per  cent,  preference 
18s. ;  100  International  Plasmon  ordinary  19s.  lid. ;  100  G.  B  Kent  prefer- 
ence 20s.  9d. 

Wanted  (subject).— 72  Camwal  ordinary  8s.  4W.  (small  lots  7s.  3tf.), 
5  Debentures  £39  ;  20  Barclay  &  Son  ordinary  12s.  id. 

List  of  shares  for  sale  and  wanted  sent  free  on  application.  References, 
to  bankers  and  clients. 

/CHEMISTS'  FITTINGS,  as  following,  for  £35  the  lot :— 10-foot  run 

Ot     ll  I'll  WIT1-1      ^1 1(J]  VP>      Jl  llfl     1  ncli'pr?    pnill  Illffo      mnlinfr.1  n  tt    fvs\       -  4.1. 

glass  labels  and  glass  knobs  ;  10-foot  mahogany-top  serving  counter  :  4-foot 
mahogauy  and  glass  wall-case ;  5-foot  dispensing  screen,  mirror  centre  ; 
perfume-case  end  desk  ;  •  mahogany  and  bent-glass  counter-case.    Can  be 
seen  at 

PHILIP  JOSEPHS  &  SON,  93  Old  Street,  London,  E.C. 

A  S  Warehouseman  or  position  of  trust ;  could  take  charge  manufacture 
*»    of  Compressed  Drugs;  thoroughly  experienced;  aged  30.  "Salol" 
17  Brightside  lioad,  Hither  Green,  Kent. 

A  SSISTANT  or  Traveller ;  aged  30  ;  energetic,  reliable ;  connection 
in  Midlands;  at  liberty;  lower  wages  for  good  place:  highest 
credentials.   70/13,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

PHARMACEUTICAL  Chemist  seeks  position  on  Staff  or  Lab.  ■ 
M        24  years  old;  life  abstainer;    Wholesale   and  Retail  experience' 
"  Oxygen  "  (70/26),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

^PRAVELLER,  calling  on  Chemists,  South  Loudon  and  suburbs  ;  good 
I     sound  references  ;  connection.    Send  full  particulars  in  first  letter 
"  Integrity,"  188  Falcon  Road,  Battersea,  S.W. 

TRAVELLER  :  35  ;  open  to  represent  a  good  Drug  or  Sundries  house  • 
I     15  years'  associated  w  ith  Chemists  and  Druggists ;  9  years  with  present 
firm.   Apply,  "  Sundries  "  (71/27),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

f>HEMIST'S  SHOP  FIXTURES.— Ranges  mahogany  drawers,  with 
bevelled-edge  glass  labels  and  cut-glass  knobs,  shelving  above,  lockera 
below  ;  mahogany  dispensing-screens  ;  counters  with  glass-case  fronts ; 
wall-cases  ;  bent-front  and  flattop  counter-cases ;  counter-desks  ;  tooth- 
brush cases  ;  complete  shop-rounds,  &c. ;  every  requisite  for  chemists,  new 
and  second-hand  ;  extensive  stock  to  select  from,  at  extremely  low  prices  • 
practical  men  sent  to  all  parts;  estimates  free.     Matthews,  Chemists' 
Fitter,  14  and  16  Manchester  Street,  Liverpool.    Works  f  9  Preston  Street. 
Telephone  6695.    Illustrated  catalogue  on  application. 

OOUTH  AFRICA.— Advertiser,  returning  in  March  to  represent 
<J    firm  of  high-class  Manufacturers,  is  open  to  represent  another  con- 
cern of  good  standing.   Apply,  "Springfield"  (3/74),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

■  F  yon  are  looking  for  a  keen  up-to-date  gentleman,  as  Representative  for 

■  Drugs  or  Sundries,  one  who  has  business  ability  and  the  push  auu- 
energy  of  youth,  write  to  R.  S.  Nathan,  32  Muschamp  Road,  East  Dulwieh. 

OECONDHAND  FITTINGS.    Important  to  Chemists.— We  have 
for  Disposal  the  whole  of  the  Fittings  of  3  first-class  Shops,  compris- 
n'o  vji«-^a  iiuiiu  .urn  jranei-n uu u  v_/uuiiiers  ^  AiaiMi-,-111  \    uhi>  ),  Xlisnensing- 
screens,  Wall-fittings,  Wall-cases,  Counter-cases,  Shelving,  Cupboards,  Nests 
of  Drawers  (glass  labels  and  knobs),  Window-enclosures,  Desks,  Loft's' Cash- 
tills,  &c,  &c. ;  they  are,  we  believe,  the  finest  lot  of  Fittings  ever  offered  ; 
we  bought  them  cheap,  we  will  sell  them  cheap,  separately  or  in  one  lot.' 
Apply,  Rudduck  &  Co.,  Shop-litters  and  Shop-trout  Builder's,  262  Old  Street. 
London,  E.C. 

/"GENTLEMAN,  Representing  a  leading  Firm  at  presents  is  open  for 
V*    appointment  with   first-class   Firm:  Lancashire.   Yorkshire  and 
Cheshire;  Grocers  and  Chemists;  highest  references,  i "  E."  ( 70/18 )  Office 
of  this  Paper. 
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College  Dinners. 


Central  School  of  Pharmacy. 

The  students  of  this  school  invited  their  Principal  (Mr. 
C.  E.  Sage,  F.C.S.)  to  a  dinner  at  the  Horseshoe  Restaurant 
on  January  14  Dr.  Ashcroft  Ellwood  toot  the  chair,  and 
the  affair  proved  a  most  successful  gathering  of  past  and 
present  students.  In  responding  to  the  toast  of  "  The  School," 
Mr.  Sage  thanked  all  the  students  participating  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  dinner,  and  expressed  his  great  apprecia- 
tion of  the  present  they  had  recently  made  him.  The  past 
year,  he  said,  had  been  a  successful  one,  aud  he  hoped  mat 
the  present  one  would  prove  equally  so  for  the  new 
students. 

North  of  England  School  of  Chemistry  and 
Pharmacy. 

The  annual  dinner  of  past  and  present  students  of  this 
establishment  was  held  on  January  20,  in  the  Collingwood 
Restaurant,  Newcastle- on-Tyne.  There,  was  a  large  muster, 
and  Mr.  F.  R.  Dudderidge,  F.C.S.  (Principal),  occupied  the 
chair.  He  was  supported  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Merson  (former 
Principal  of  the  school),  Mr.  J.  Scott  Dickson,  Mr.  J.  G.  Mur- 
doch, Mr.  J.  S.  Hill,  Mr.  J.  W.  Dewar,  and  others.  Dinner 
over,  a  musical  programme  was  discussed,  and  was  taken 
part  in  by  Messrs.  W.  Taylor  (piano),  W.  C.  Longstaff,  C. 
Marks,  A.  Stewardson,  Murdoch,  G.  W.  Gowland,  MacFail, 
and  others — all  school  or  ex-school  talent.  The  toast  of  the 
evening,  "  The  Health  of  the  Principal  and  Success  to  the 
School,"  was  neatly  proposed  by  Mr.  J.  W.  S.  Minikin,  and 
Mr.  Dudderidge  suitably  responded  ;  whilst  Messrs.  Murdoch, 
Hill,  and  Dewar  acknowledged  the  compliment  as  past  and 
present  demonstrators. 

Mr.  H.  Wootton's  College. 

The  annuil  dinner  of  the  London  College  of  Chemistry 
and  Pharmacy  was  held  on  January  15  in  the  Venetian 
Chamber  of  the  Holbjrn  Restaurant.  There  was  a  large 
turnout  of  past  and  present  students  of  the  College,  over 
whom  Mr.  Percy  M.  Thornton,  LL.B.,  M.P.,  presided. 

An  excellent  dinner  was  provided,  and  the  loyal  toast 
having  been  given,  the  Chairman  proposed 

"  THE  LONDON  COLLEGE." 

He  was  proud,  he  said,  as  the  member  for  Clapham,  to 
think  they  had  such  an  excellent  institution  in  their  midst. 
The  principles  there  taught  would  tend  to  make  a  better 
future  for  mankind,  whatever  the  students  may  have  had 
before  the  possibilities  of  this  enlightened  twentieth  century 
are  infinite,  and  pharmacy  has  in  it  the  elements  which  make 
for  the  advance  of  science  generally  in  the  future.  For  it  is 
not  only  that  the  student  is  taught  the  dispensing  of  phar- 
maceutical wares,  but  his  teaching  tends  towards  better 
sanitation  and  greater  health  to  the  world,  and  towards  the 
improvement  of  agriculture  by  aiding  the  production  of  the 
fruits  of  the  earth.  The  letters  written  to  Mr.  Wootton  by 
past  pupils  showed  that  he  is  doing  a  good  and  great  worn 
and  endearing  himself  to  his  pupils.  In  concluding  his  "  trite 
remarks,''  as  he  termed  them,  the  Chairman  alluded  to  the 
fact  that  the  London  College  itself  is  one  of  the  most 
inte  sting  o:d  houses  in  Clapham,  and  was  famed  m  the 
history  <jl  the  borough  as  a  centre  of  old-time  philanthropy. 

Mr.  Wootton,  who  was  enthusiastically  cheered  on  rising 
to  respond,  thanked  the  M.P.  for  Clapham — a  man  who  took 
considerable  interest  in  the  educational  affairs  of  London — 
or  presiding  over  them  that  evening.  He  said  all  present  had 
had  the  advantages  of  indulging  in  the  functions  of  absorp- 
tion— (laughter) — and  assimilation — (laughter) — and  these 
and  respiration  were  the  only  chemical  processes  required  of 
them  on  that  occasion.  Speaking  of  the  work  of  the 
College,  he  said  they  had  succeeded  beyond  all  previous 
records.  During  the  past  year  over  one  hundred  students  had 
passed  various  examinations  from  the  London  College,  includ- 
ing ten  Major  and  seventy-nine  Minor  men.  Since  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  College  thirty-one  London  College  students 
had  passed  the  Major  and  328  the  Minor.  The  best  advice 
to  give  a  junior  or  apprentice  is  not  to  waste  his  time 
before  beginning  his  pharmaceutical  course.    He  should  be 


counselled  either  to  attend  a  science  class  during  apprentice- 
ship or  to  read  standard  books.  He  (Mr.  Wootton)  deprecated 
the  suggestion  that  had  been  made  that  physics  should  be 
dropped  from  the  Major  examination.  (Hear,  hear,  and 
laughter.)  In  his  opinion  such  a  course  would  be  a  great- 
disaster,  for  it  is  imperative  that  a  student  of  chemistry 
should  have  a  sound  grasp  of  elementary  physics.  ~  The  most 
recent  discoveries — argon,  helium,  and  radium — were  all  of  a 
physical  nature.  The  new  session  at  the  College  had  begun 
well.  During  the  examinations  just  concluded  the  College 
had  passed  more  students  than  ever  before.  (Loud  applause.) 

"THE  staff" 

was  proposed  by  Mr.  P.  Gale  in  a  lauditoty,  but  obviously 
sincere,  speech.  He  considered  it  impossible  for  any 
principal  of  any  college  to  spend  more  time  with  or  take 
greater  interest  in  his  students  than  Mr.  Wootton,  and  that 
applied  equally  to  his  staff.  The  high  percentage  of  passes 
(22  4  per  cent,  of  the  whole,  he  believed)  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical examinations  showed  that  the  staff  were  a  success. 

Mr.  A.  Kirkland,  who  replied,  said  the  Minor  qualification 
was  almost  as  essential  to  the  chemist  as  oxygen,  and  the 
successes  at  the  recent  examinations  were  reward  enough  for 
the  staff.  The  toast  of  "  The  Students  "  was  given  by  Mr.  T. 
Skewes-Cox,  M.P.,  who  is  a  prime  favourite  at  these  gather- 
ings, and  has  been  chairman  on  two  occasions.  He  put 
everyone  in  good  humour  at  once  by  saying  that  "  seldom 
does  a  member  of  Parliament  have  the  pleasure  of  addressing 
so  brilliant,  loyal,  patriotic,  handsome,  studious,  and  intelligent 
a  gathering "  as  that  before  him.  He  went  on  to  dilate 
humorously  on  his  visit  to  the  London  College  and  its 
wonderful  botanic  garden,  on  the  chemist  of  olden  times,  and 
the  scientific  pharmacist  of  to-day.  He  kept  his  audience 
highly  amused  by  playing  on  the  names  of  the  students,  but 
managed  to  intersperse  many  items  of  sound  advice  amongst 
all  his  raillery.  The  reply  was  given  by  Mr.  G.  Gordon 
Watt. 

The  Chairman  then  presented  the  medals  and  certificates 
to  successful  students  as  follows  : 

Silver  Medals. 

Chemistry  and  Physics. — G.  Gordon  Watt  and  F,  B9nsoa 
Kirby. 

Botany. — William  S.  Wilson  and  Egbert  F.  Cooper. 
Materia  Medica. — G.  Willis  Gibson  and  F.  Benson  Kirby. 
Pharmacy. — G.  Willis  Gibson  and  J.  Harold  Goble. 

Bronze  Medals. 

Chemistry  and  Physics.— E.  Hubert  Mogg  and  J.  Harold  Goble. 
Botany. — Albert  E.  Sawyer  and  William  Isaac. 
Materia  Medica.— Alfred  J.  Ventkam  and  Egbert  F.  Cooper. 
Pharmacy. — G.  Gordon  Watt  and  William  Isaac. 

During  the  evening  an  excellent  and  novel  musical  enter- 
tainment was  given  by  "  The  Japs."  Selections  from  popular 
musical  comedies  formed  the  principal  part  of  their 
programme,  but  "Madame  la  Lune"  and  "Mrs.  'Enery 
'Awkins"  in  French  were  very  cleverly  rendered.  The 
proceedings,  which  were  characterised  by  heartiness  and 
enthusiasm  throughout,  concluded  with  "  Auld  Lang  Syne." 


Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and 
Apprentices'  Association. 

A  meeting,  specially  intended  for  the  apprentice  members, 
was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday, 
January  13,  at  9.15  p.m.,  Mr.  A.  E.  Kelly  (Vice-President)  in 
the  chair. 

The  first  paper  read  was 

How  to  Make  Materia  Medica  Interesting. 
By  D.  Murray. 

The  author  said  the  first  requisite  is  that  specimens  of  the 
drug  under  consideration  should  be  examined  in  conjunction 
with  the  learning  of  the  descriptions  from  text-books. 
Knowledge  is  thus  acquired  with  greater  ease,  and,  although 
technical  terms  may  be  forgotten,  an  impression  of  the 
actual  appearance  of  the  drug  is  made  upon  the  mind,  and 
this,  with  a  little  association  of  ideas,  may  be  described  in 
intelligible,  if  not  technical,  language.    Failing  specimens 
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good  illustrations  or  plates  are  absolutely  essential  if  study- 
is  to  be  something  more  than  a  name.  Whichever  is  em- 
ployed, transverse  sections  should  be  specially  examined,  as 
also  the  outlines  of  leaves,  p tying  great  attention  to  indi- 
vidual characteristics  and  analogous  appearances  indifferent 
plants.  Drawings  of  these  should  also  be  made  This 
method  depends  on,  and  is  supplementary  to,  a  good  know- 
ledge of  botany.  At  the  same  time,  instead  of  being  wholly 
dependent  on  botany,  it  may  be  made  a  valuable  aid  to 
botanical  studies. 

Taking  next  the  geographical  source  of  drugs,  a  good  and 
interesting  method  is  to  draw  an  outline  of  the  various 
continents,  then  marking  the  names  of  the  plants  approxi- 
mately near  the  usual  habitat  of  the  drug.  The  value  of 
this  can  be  increased  by  learning  all  about  the  climate,  mode 
Of  collection,  and  preparation-  of  the  drug  for  the  market 
before  exportation.  After  a  short  time  by  this  method  it 
will  be  found  that  not  only  has  a  good  knowledge  of  the 
source  of  the  article  been  obtained,  but  also  a  greater  and  as 
valuable  a  knowledge  of  the  world,  its  climates,  and  its 
peoples. 

The  author  also  dealt  generally  with  the  commerce  of 
drugs,  advising  his  hearers  to  read  weekly  market  reports 
and  notices,  and  to  this  may  be  added  study  o£  the  history 
of  drugs  as  well  as  therapeutic  action. 

A  Note  on  Germination, 

by  Mr.  J.  Hutcheon,  was  next  read.  Mr.  Hutcheon  referred 
first  to  the  history  of  seed- sowing,  there  being  some  diversity 
among  authorities  as  to  which  was  the  first  kind  of  grain 
that  was  planted.  From  the  fact  that  many  coins  and 
sculptures  of  Ceres,  the  Roman  goddess  of  seedtime  and 
harvest,  bear  representations  of  Hordeum  hexastichum 
sanctum,  it  is  supposed  by  many  that  it  was  the  first  seed 
sown  ;  and  Pliny  alleged  that  barley  was  the  first  nourish- 
ment of  mankind.  The  researches  of  De  Candolle,  however, 
indicated  Mesopotamia  as  the  original  home  of  wheat  culti- 
vation, from  which  it  spread  eastwards  to  China  and  west- 
wards to  the  Canaries.  The  researches  of  Haekel  also 
indicated  that  Tritieum  monocoooum  was  cultivated  by  the 
aboriginal  lake-dwellers  of  Switzerland,  and  also  at  Has- 
sarlik,  in  Mesopotamia,  where  Schliemann  found  evidences 
of  a  high  state  of  civilisation  having  existed  9,000  years 
ago.  The  great  advances  made  in  Paltcontological  botany 
enable  us  to  compare  the  structure  of  seeds  in  long  past  ages 
with  those  of  to-day,  showing  the  steps  by  which  the  com- 
plicated vegetation  of  to-day  has  been  evolved  from  simpler 
and  now  almost  extinct  forms.  Mr.  Hutcheon,  by  means  of 
excellent  diagrams,  explained  the  process  of  germination. 
His  remarks  were  also  illustrated  by  microscopic  sections. 
The  next  paper  was  on 

Bottles, 

by  E.  O.  Rowland.  The  author  give  an  historical  account 
of  glass-manufacture,  and  described  the  various  materials 
and  processes  employed.  He  mentioned  that  the  blue  tint 
of  the  common  poison-bottle  is  got  by  the  addition  of  black 
oxide  of  cobalt  to  the  molten  glass  ;  the  green  tint  of  the 
actinic  glass  bottles  is  obtained  in  the  same  way  by  the 
addition  of  potassium  bichromate,  which  is  reduced  to  the 
basylous  condition  ;  and  the  amber  tint  now  coming  so  much 
into  vogue  is  produced  by  the  addition  of  impure  manganese 
dioxide,  a  superior  tint  being  produced  by  sulphur  in  one 
form  or  another.  From  Mr.  Spence,  of  the  York  Glass 
Company,  he  harl  obtained  the  formulas  for  various  kinds  of 
bottle  glass,  which  indicate  the  general  composition  of 
almost  all  glasses.    These  are : 

White  Glass  for  Ordinary  Moulded  Bottles. 

Sand,  64;  lime,  8 ;  carbonate  of  sodium,  23;  and  nitrate  of 
sodium,  5. 

White  Flint  Glass  Containing  Lead. 

Sand,  65;  lime,  5;  carbonate  of  sodium,  2L;  nitrate  of  sodium, 
3 ;  and  red  lead,  8. 

Ordinary  Green  Glass  for  Di'pansing-'bottles. 

Sand,  63 ;  carbonate  of  sodium,  26  ;  and  lime,  11. 

A  mixture  for  producing  a  good  green  flint  glass  is  much 
the  same  as  that  for  the  ordinary  white  flint  glass,  except 
that  the  lime,  instead  of  being  the  purest,  is  ordinary  slaked 


lime,  and  the  sodium  nitrate  is  omitted.  Sand,  lime,  and 
sodium  carbonate  are  the  ordinary  bates  of  glass,  while  f-odium 
nitrate  is  the  decoloiisicg-agent.  Mr.  Rowland  gave  an 
explanation  of  the  various  s-tet  s  from  the  f-taiting  of  the 
"  batch  "  to  the  production  of  the  finished  bottle  as  carried  out 
in  the  York  Glass  Company's  works. 

The  paper  was  illustiated  by  an  extensive  series  of  photo- 
graphs and  drawings  of  ancient  glass-works  and  glass- 
blowing,  and  the  modern  operations  and  works,  and  also 
by  sanities  furnished  by  Mr.  Spence,  general  manager  of  the 
York  Glass  Company,  to  illustrate  the  stages  of  the  process 
of  manufacture. 

Messrs.  Currie,  Hill,  Hutcheon,  Kellv,  Murray, 
Rowland,  and  Sclater  joined  in  the  discussion  on  the 
papers. 


jfrencb  IRewe. 

(Prom  our  Paris  Correspondent. 


Dr.  Behal  is  the  1904  Vice-President  of  the  Paris  Society 
of  Pharmacy,  and  next  year  will  succeed  M.  Landrin  in  the 
presidential  chair. 

The  Attempted  Pillage  of  a  Phaemacy. — A  few  days 
ago  one  of  the  Paris  Criminal  Courts  had  before  it  for 
judgment  the  man  and  two  boys  who  were  implicated  in  the 
attempt  to  pillage  M.  Boutin's  pharmacy,  114  rue  de  Provence, 
here,  on  December  2  last.  The  evidence  showed  that  the 
police  received  private  information  of  the  proposed  burglary, 
and  took  their  measures  accordingly.  Towards  10  p.m.  on 
the  night  of  December  2,  when  the  boy  of  the  pharmacy, 
young  Colson,  was  shutting  up,  another  lad  of  about  fifteen 
years  of  age,  named  Hardy,  penetrated  into  the  pharmacy, 
and  was  there  when  the  place  was  closed  for  the  night.  An 
hour  later  a  big  man,  Thibault  by  name,  came  and  knocked 
dii-creetly  at  the  door,  and  Hardy  let  him  in.  The  police 
being  thus  sure  of  their  prey,  approached  the  premises,  fired 
a  revolver  in  the  air,  and  began  knocking  loudly  at  the  door. 
Thibault  was  engaged  in  forcing  the  cash-drawer,  and  he 
immediately  shouted  that  he  "  surrendered,"  which  he 
promptly  was  forced  to  do,  while  the  boy  Hardy  was  ejected 
by  the  police  from  the  seclusirn  of  a  dark  closet.  Thibault 
pleaded  guilty  at  the  trial,  and  being  an  old  jail-bird  he  was 
sentenced  to  five  years'  imprisonment.  Hardy  was  handed 
over  to  a  reformatory  for  a  term  of  three  years,  while  Colson, 
the  "  unfaithful  seivanf'of  the  pharmacy,  was  returned  to 
his  mother  lor  chastisement.  It  appears  that  the  boy  Hardy 
had  talked  of  the  projected  robbery  amongst  his  "  chums  " 
of  the  gutter,  and  one  of  them  let  the  police  know  what  was 
afoot. 


The  Unauthorised  Testimonial  % 

At  Cambs  Assizes  on  January  15,  before  Mr.  Justice 
Channell  and  a  jury,  a  Cambridge  bootmaker  named  Black- 
top sued  Messrs.  Foster,  McClellan  &  Co.,  proprietors  of 
Doan's  backache-remedies,  for  damages  for  libel.  Plaintiff 
stated  that  in  May,  1900,  a  testimonial-canvasser  named 
Bourne,  employed  by  the  defendants,  called  upon  him  and 
handed  him  a  small  box  of  Doan's  ointment.  Bourne  asked 
him  to  sign  a  piece  of  paper — to  show  his  firm,  he  said,  that 
he  was  making  genuine  distribution  of  the  samples.  Plaintiff 
heard  nothing  more  of  the  matter  until  July  last,  when  there 
appeared  in  a  local  newspaper  an  advertisement  giving  an 
account  of  a  supposed  interview  with  the  plaintiff.  This 
contained  a  statement  to  the  effect  that  he  (plaintiff)  had 
suffered  from  severe  itchiDg  on  the  face  and  neck,  and  that 
he  went  to  a  doctor,  who  gave  bim  medicine  and  lotion 
which  did  Lim  no  good.  He  obtained  a  box  of  Doan's 
ointment  from  a  cash  chemist's,  and  soon  obtained  relief. 
The  article  concluded,  as  though  in  the  plaintiff's  own  words, 
"This  is  a  splendid  ointment,  and  I  can  recommend  it." 
Plaintiff  said  ihe  paper  he  signed  was  blank,  and  he  denied 
that  he  had  ever  suffered  Irom  any  skin-disease.  Mr. 
McClellan  stated  that  the  copy  for  the  advertisement,  which 
was  produced  in  court,  was  sent  to  their  advertising-agents 
on  July  26.  1900,  and  it  was  published  in  the  ':  Cambridge 
Press  "cn  December  27  of  thatytar.  Tte  jmy  found  that 
the  publication  was.  unau*hoiistdr  and  gave  a  verdict  for  the 
plaintiff  for  Wl  and  costs. 


62 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  SUPPLEMENT       January^,  1904 


Exchange  Column— Bargains. 

TERJVTS. 

jgd.  per  word  with  name  and  address.    1  di  per  word  if  ne  register  the  address  and  attach  a  number. 
No  Advertisement  inserted  for  less  than  6cl. 

Limited  to  the  Advertisements  of  Surplus  Stock,  Shop  Fittings,  Apparatus,  Photographic  Goods,  Books  and  Periodicals,  Formula;,  Addresses  Wanted 

and  Articles  Wanted. 

DEPOSIT. — The  purchaser  of  anything  advertised  in  the  Exchange  Column  may  remit  the  amount  to  us,  and  we  only  pay  the  money  deposited  on 
advice  from  the  remitter.  We  charge  a  commission  of  6d.  on  any  transaction  of  £3  or  less,  or  Is.  if  above  that  amount,  which  is 
payable  by  the  purchaser. 

Remittances  payable  to  BBWABB   HA1SE,  and  crossed  MABTIF8  B4  UK,  LIMITEP. 


FOR  DISPOSAL. 


APPARATUS. 

Spare  plant  lor  disposal.— Carter's  size  00  disintegrator,  with  stand, 
counter-shafting,  pulleys,  and  several  sets  of  screens,  original  cost  £30  ; 
also  large  copper  still,  with  pure  tin  worm,  complete,  by  James  Dale, 
as  good  as  new,  original  cost  £35  10s. ;  offers  requested.  John 
Richardson  &  Co.,  Leicester  (Limited). 


BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

"Chemist  and  Druggist,"  posted  Saturdays,  6s.  "Assistant,"  c/o 
Mr.  Phillips,  Chemist,  Wolverhampton. 

Wills's  books. — "  Chemistry,"  "  Pharmacy,"  "  Mat.  Med.,"  "  Handbook  of 
Analysis,"  "Volumetric  Analysis,"  "Practical  Physics,"  "Guide  to 
Prescription  Reading,"  "  Autograph  Prescriptions,"  "  Key  to  Do.," 
"  Prascripta,"  "  Doses  of  B.P." ;  15s.  the  lot.  Todd,  63  The  Grove, 
Ealiag,  W. 

What  offers,  cash  or  exchange  ?  Pharm.  Journal,  1897-1900  (20  missing), 
1901-1903  (complete) ;  Chemist  and  Druggist,  May  5,  1900,  to  De- 
cember 26. 1903  (19  missing) ;  Optician,  November  8,  1901,  to  Decem- 
ber 4,  1903 ;  Photographic  Dealer,  February,  1899,  to  December,  1903 
(1  missing) ;  also  optical  sundties.  "  W.  D.,"  170  Aloert  Itoad, 
Jarrow-on-Tjne. 

FORMUL/E. 

Fruit  crystals;  7  different  flavours;  guaranteed  genuine  and  reliable; 
2s.  6d.  each  formula,  or  the  lot,  complete,  for  12s.  6d.  Apply,  72/36, 
Office  of  this  Paper. 

PROPRIETARY  ARTICLES. 

Offers  for  b\  doz.  Cedar  tar-soap,  3  doz.  Monkey  toilet.  Wantel,  scales 
weigh  14  lbs.   Lee,  Chemist,  Mexborough. 

Daisies.— Several  gross  Is.  lid. ;  8s.  9d .  doz.,  3  doz.  8s.  6<f.,  gross  £5,  post 
paid,  cash  w  ith  order.   Yine,  Chemist,  i'ratton  Road,  Portsmouth. 

Six  2s.  6rf.  Congreve's  elixir,  3  2s.  6<f.  Clarke's  blood-mixture.  15s.  lot ; 
3  pairs  silk  elastic  stockings,  15s.,  all  new.   72/4,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

SHARES. 

Shares  for  sale— See  Miscellaneous  column  (p.  £9). 

SHOP  FITTINGS. 

Two  plate-glass  stall-boards  ;  gilt  letters,  incised ;  mahogany  ground ; 
mahogany  moulded  frames  ;  wording,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist "  ; 
by  Maw  ;  1 13  ft.,  the  other  11  ft.  ;  together  cr  separately.  Padwick, 
Uoitingham,  Eltham,  Kent. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Century  bath-cabinets  (4),  Nos.  1  and  3;  quite  new;  what  offers? 
MARCH,  Cbemiit,  Toiq  lay. 


Dental  chair,  upholstered  in  velvet,  wide  range  of  movements,  £2  15s.  ; 
vulcaniser,  with  Gartrell's  gauge,  40s.   Hall,  Dentist,  Bournemouth. 

British  register  till,  with  rolls,  30s.,  list  price  45s. ;  lower  incisors,  child's- 
upper  incisors,  left  and  right  upper  molars,  2s.  6d.  each,  new  condition. 
Carter,  Chemist,  Woolwich. 

About  1}  gross  tooth-blocks,  in  glass  cups,  cost  57s.  gross ;  f  gross 
Jahncke's  metallic  silver  boxes,  in  cartons,  cost  19s.  9d.  gross ;  5  gross 
Jalmcke's  metallic  gold  and  silver  boxes,  in  cartons,  cost  lis.  4<?.  gross  ; 
offers  wanted.   "  G.,"  22  Waldegrave  Boad,  Brighton. 


WANTED. 

Weighing-machine ;  good  condition.  Hobson,  Chemist,  Buxton 

Cod  oil  emulsifier ;  1-gal.  size;  secondhand;  good.   Gibson,  Buckie,  N.B. 

Fittings  and  outside  lamp  for  shop.  "  J.,"  4  Springfield  Parade,  Wands- 
worth Boad,  S.W. 

Old  artificial  teeth  bought ;  cash  by  return  post.  Dent,  298  Battersea 
Park  Road,  London. 

Nest  small  drawers;  cheap.    Send  size,  price,  condition,  to  "M.  P.  P.,1 

c/o  Oakes,  Weymouth. 
Secondhand  microscope,  in  good  condition,  for  medical  work.  Warren 

&  Co.,  340  Harrow  Road,  London. 

Squire's  "Companion,"  latest;  also  Kodak  developer  for  1a  F.P.K. 
Perrett,  9  Aitenburg  Gardens,  S.W. 

Outside  mortar-and-pestle,  with  lenses,  state  price,  size,  &c. ;  also  3-grair» 
pill-machine.   72/26,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Tincture-press,  iron  mortar,  large  scales  (stamped).  Send  description 
and  price,  McKee,  Chemist,  Acton,  London. 

Secondhand  notes  and  books  suitable  for  the  Spectacle-makers'  Com- 
pany's examination.   67/17,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Secondhand  rotary  pill-machine,  treadle  preferred ;  also  piping-press 
and  coating-machine.   67/16,  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Balance  ;  accurate  to  i  mgm. ;  short  beam  preferred.  Price  and  parti- 
culars to  "  Analyst  "  (73/18),  Office  of  this  Paper. 

Coffee-essence.— Wanted,  by  a  manufacturer,  a  complete  process  for 
making  the  above.  Replies  should  be  addressed  to  53/25,  Office  of  this- 
Paper. 

"  British  Pharmacopoeia "  and  Martindale's  "  Extra "  ;  latest 
editions.  State  lowest  price,  Wm.  Fox  &  Sons,  Bethnal  Green 
Road,  N.E. 

Old  artificial  teeth;  no  matter  what  condition;   cash  return  post. 
Address,  "Dentist,"  5  Colosseum  Terrace,  Albany  Street,  Regent's 
■  Park  N.W. 

To  buy  cheap  for  cash. — Counter,  10  ft.  long ;  also  showcase,  5  ft.  high, 

5  ft.  6  in.  wide,  or  nearest  to  these  measurements.  T.  Woodman  &  Co., 
117  Lincoln  Road,  Peterborough. 

1  doz.  4-lb.  ointment-jars  ;  state  colour,  height,  and  labels  ;  also  1  doz. 
oil-bottles,  tin  caps,  labelled.  Lowest  price,  carriage  paid,  Woodcock 

6  Norton,  Chemists,  Birkenhead.  ■  - 

Books.  — Latest  editions,  in  good  condition,  Sutton's  "Organic  and 
Inorganic  Analysis,"  Babbitt's  "Light  and  Colour."  Lowest  price, 
Mackenzie.  Chemist,  Alness,  Ross-shire. 


Printel  b/  SpottiBW  j<  do,  as  w.  juid..  JNtw-cireet,  bquare ;  and  mouthed  at  the  Office,  42  Gannon  Street,  in  the  City  ol  London.— January  23  ,icJ04, 


